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Abstract. Environmental issues have become global issues. Environmental
damage caused by human activities has entered an alarming stage, which is
basically more due to the nescience of the community to protect the environment.
This nescience is also triggered by the lack of individual understanding of the
importance of protecting the environment. Therefore, it is necessary to conduct
environmental awareness activities to the community through counseling
activities that take the Green Ethos theme. The target object of this counseling
activity is junior high school students. The method used in this research is the
description method, as an initial step to identify sources of information that form
the understanding and environmental awareness possessed by the object of
research. Data collection techniques used were using observation techniques and
focus group discussions. The results show that the understanding and awareness
of junior high school students in the city of Bandung tend to be formed from
information obtained from friends, non-formal education, mass media, internet
media, internet media, parents and teachers. However, there are a number of
obstacles that become resistors for them to be able to actively participate in
protecting the environment, among others are the availability of facilities such as
a trash can that has been categorized, making it easier for students to dispose of
waste according to their type, lack of available drinking water in public facilities
to reduce the consumption of plastic beverage waste in packaging, as well as
eating and drinking habits on the street or other public facilities which only
provide minimal trash can
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1. Introduction

Environmental sustainability is important for human life because human life in various
parts of the world is very dependent on natural and environmental conditions. Therefore,
sustainability has become a central point on the global stage [1]. There are various natural
damages that threaten human survival. Damages in the form of natural disasters such as floods,
landslides, and coastal abrasion, are mostly caused by human activities. Natural disasters
caused by human activities can be avoided if people have an understanding of environmental
conservation around them. Therefore, education is needed in the form of information

WESTECH 2018, December 08, Medan, Indonesia
Copyright © 2019 EAI
DOI 10.4108/eai.8-12-2018.2283933



dissemination on disaster and environmental issues as a solution and prevention [2], to various
levels of society, especially the younger generation, as future natural heirs.

Educational activities in the form of information dissemination on environmental
awareness are expected to shape environmental care behavior. Environmental care behavior is
the ability to make choices about how to behave and respond based on impulses of
encouragement. Environmental care behavior is part of the action that results from people's
knowledge of the environment [3]. There have been many similar activities carried out in
Indonesia, as an effort to shape environmental health care behaviors, but so far efforts to
improve behavior based on awareness of health and the environment have not shown optimal
results [4]. Nevertheless, educational efforts are indeed an effort that must be carried out
continuously and progressively because the results of education are results that can only be
achieved on a long-term scale.

Education to increase environmental awareness is an effort that must be done by involving
the community in its development. Community development can be done to gather bottom-up
ideas of change, including those related to local wisdom around ideas which value local
knowledge, local culture, local resources, local skills, and local processes [5]. Moving the
community so they are willing to play an active role in environmental conservation is a social
responsibility that must be carried out together.

Social responsibility activities are intended to increase public awareness of a social
problem or to support a particular activity, including raising funds, participation from the
community, or in the context of recruiting volunteers to jointly overcome these social
problems [6]. This means that in empowering activities, individuals and society not only
become passive objects (targets) but also become the subjects (actors) [7]. However, an
initiator still needs to be able to mobilize the community to be willing to act in the interests of
the community, such as extension activists as facilitators who can disseminate information
about nature conservation to increase public awareness of the importance of protecting the
environment.

Through this counseling program, the community can improve their knowledge and skills
according to their respective fields, because in the extension program, there are some training
provided by facilitators or facilitators [8]. The facilitator will not be able to act as an agent of
change if he does not get support from various parties. Related party support is needed to
make the discourse of change initiated by the facilitator manifest in an activity, both formal
and non-formal education activities. Forms of non-formal education can be in the form of
training [9]. So that activities to increase environmental awareness can be carried out through
practical and training-oriented training activities that are theoretically and conceptually
oriented.

Therefore, a Green Ethos counseling activity was held by the academic community from
Padjadjaran University to increase environmental awareness among students in junior high
school in Bandung. This activity involves elements of visual literacy in order to provide a real
picture for participants of the activity. The visual literacy activity is a continuous process
which can foster knowledge that is owned by the community [10]. In addition to emphasizing
the factors of extension material, this activity determines the point of stress on the
communicator factor as the message source. Based on the results of previous studies,
information retrieval models consisting of factors of information sources are known to
influence public awareness [11].

Based on this, further research is conducted to find out the sources of information that can
increase students' understanding of environmental awareness. This is done, considering that
planting environmental awareness is not a process that can produce results in a short time.



Besides that, it was realized that the extension facilitator could not play a solo role because the
process of planting environmental awareness requires the role of other environmental
communication communicators around the target object.

2. Method

There are several studies that have examined environmental education for students through
several aspects, including producing the following findings and statements: Technology can
improve teaching and learning [12], including learning about the environment; Green campus
development as a new approach to emphasis on green environment protection [13], local
wisdom-based science learning models to improve student's conservationist character [14], as
well as research on student attitudes to climate change [15], based on environmental
awareness.

The research uses the descriptive method by distributing questionnaires to obtain an
overview of information sources that provide students with an understanding of environmental
awareness. The number of respondents taken for this study is 2151 students in junior high
school in the Bandung city.

3. Results and discussions

One of the goals of national education is to shape the character of students. Character
education can be used as a strategic media to instill, develop, and nurture noble values and
humanity [16], including the values of caring for the environment. Education can be in the
form of guidance given by those who feel they have a responsibility for children or young
people, to bring them to the level of maturity, both physical and spiritual. As for spiritual
maturity, it involves aspects of the formation of responsibility [17]. It is the formation of
attitudes and behaviors for environmental responsibility that are expected to grow in students
through stimuli carried out in this Green Ethos counseling activity. There are many factors that
influence student behavior, so it is not an easy thing to make students with enough numbers to
be able to behave the same in a relatively short time [18]. Therefore, it is very unlikely if
facilitators from counseling activities can play independently without assistance from other
information sources that have the same goal of instilling student awareness and behavior
towards the environment. Based on the calculation of the data collected, the following results
are obtained:

Table 1. Sources of Information About Environmental Awareness for Students in the

Bandung City
Aspect Amount percentage
Friends 1132 52,6%
Education 1857 86,3%
Media Massa 1598 74,3%
Media Internet 1486 69,1%
Parent 2003 93,1%

Teacher 1977 91,9%




3.1 The Role of Educational Institutions

Educational institutions both formal and non-formal have an important role in fostering
awareness and positive behavior towards the environment. Therefore, students should get
education about the environment from the most basic level of education to tertiary education.
Green higher education is all about creating knowledge, skills, attitudes, and values related to
the environment [19]. In addition, it was also said that the implementation of green skills
through the co-curriculum activities should focus on students and green development and see
in practice what it means to work sustainably [20]. This means that environmental education
should be implemented in the formal education curriculum in Indonesia.

As for non-formal education, planting values for the environment can be initiated and
driven by change agents from various stratum society who have a concern to invite the
community to participate in protecting the environment through various activity strategies. A
change of model of this magnitude requires multiple mechanisms and strategies. Among them,
education plays an important role. It has a mission in the framework of educating
professionals and in the context of education throughout life and citizenship education [21]. It
is through this community empowerment activity that extension activities can be coupled with
various interactions that involve students as counseling participants with the environment.
Because the interaction with the environment during the learning process will stimulate all
students' senses and encourage students to learn in a creative and innovative way [22]

This kind of interactive activity can run effectively, considering there are lots of studies
that indicate that the environment can improve environmental awareness, and attitudes toward
maintaining the environment and preventing pollution [23]. So that environmental education
can be started by moving students' awareness and behavior from small things such as
participating in reducing pollution in the form of garbage in their respective environments.

3.2 Media Roles

For the past century, each new medium introduced — motion pictures, radio, television,
cable, and the Internet — has been extolled for its revolutionary capabilities to lift the human
spirit, improve education, reduce conflict, and empower the public. Such worthy aspirations
were trumpeted with the appearance of social media [19]. Based on this statement, it can be
seen that the media can play an active role as an educational tool that provides knowledge
about the environment to foster awareness and positive behavior of the community towards
the environment.

However, there are times when the media is an entity that is positioned as a friend and an
opponent because socio-cultural values that prioritize the formation of noble characters
through education are gradually beginning to be deemed not in accordance with the times.
Students are now more fond of the Popular Culture presented by various media available in
the community. In fact, each region has cultural wealth that can be developed intelligently to
become the basis of character education for students in the area [20]. Therefore, it is expected
that the policymakers in the media have the same goal to develop positive awareness and
positive behavior of the community towards the environment through the various impressions
and information content that they disseminate.

Based on the explanation, it can be said that through education, humans are expected to be
more aware of the environment, education both formally and informally is done to familiarize
humans with critical, rational and futuristic thinking. The role of education in the field of
health and the environment is to intervene in behavioral factors so that the behavior of



individuals, groups or communities in accordance with environmental health values [21]. In
this case, educational institutions cannot play their own role, it needs the support of various
parties to jointly educate the nation through the dissemination of information to the public in
order to produce the next generation of people who love their environment.

4. Conclusions

The activity of planting public awareness that manifests in environmental care behavior
requires various sources of information that play an active role according to their respective
portions. Sources of information that can become agents of change that disseminate the
importance of protecting the environment for junior high school students in the city of
Bandung can be done through friends, formal education institutions through teachers, non-
formal institutions, and parents, as well as media both mass media and the internet.

Based on these findings, it is expected that various sources of information that have been
used as references by junior high school students in the city of Bandung, who are one of the
nation's generation, should prepare themselves to be credible communicators. The credibility
of information sources can be increased through efforts to disseminate information about
protecting the environment based on intrinsic awareness and pure love for the environment.

Especially for the role of media institutions, it is expected to consider the element of
environmental-based idealism in every dissemination of information through its media,
because at this time, the media tends to be the main reference of adolescents in consuming
information, including information about the environment. Thus, it is expected that with the
active role of various parties awareness and behavior of caring for the community can be
formed gradually and make every layer of society as a community capable of maintaining and
preserving the environment, not the other way around.
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