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Abstract. This study aims to develop a German-language nursery thyme with the theme
“Kinderbetreuung” for the subject Deutsch fiir Kinder. The planned nursery rhymes
contain knowledge and insights related to the correct behavior in carrying out something.
This research is a development research that uses Richey & Klein’s development steps,
which include (1) planning, (2) making, and (3) evaluation. The data in this study are
words, sentences, and expressions related to the theme of children’s social education. The
development results, namely two songs namely “Sich die Hand Reichen” and “Beten” were
reviewed by Nurhanifah Lubis as Lecturer of Deutsch fiir Kinder. While other reviews
related to musicality were reviewed by Mr.Sirait, with good appreciation and gave a score
of 93.
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1 Introduction

Deutsch fiir Kinder is an elective course in the German Language Education Study Program
at Medan State University. The course is aimed at third semester students. The purpose of the
course is to prepare prospective students who will work as an Aupair in Germany. Almost 40%
of the graduates of the German Language Education Study Program join the Aupair program as
a stepping stone to continue the Ausbildung program. Usually alumni work according to the
contract for only one year as an Aupair, then continue with FSJ or Freiwilliges Soziales Jahr
also one year. Then with the experience of social and cultural insights and increased competence
in German, alumni join the Ausbildung program. As a future Aupair, students can get close to
children in Germany through children’s songs. In order to provide students with good
preparation, the Deutsch fiir Kinder course was created.

Deutsch fiir Kinder course teaches child psychology, children’s games in Germany,
children’s songs, children’s crafts, as well as an understanding of the tasks that must be carried
out in the Aupair Program. In addition, students also gain knowledge related to socio-cultural
and technological developments in Germany. Related themes related to Aupair and the socio-
cultural differences between Germany and other countries are discussed in several writings,
including Wulansari, 2016: 2, Djatmiko, 2016: 1, Aini & Syafruddin, 2013: 173. Through this
paper, it is known that it is important to learn about the socio-culture of Germany, especially if
you want to live and work in Germany. This is also the basis for the author to conduct research
on the development of new children’s songs.
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The song can be used as teaching material in the Deutsch fiir Kinder course. In addition, by
introducing children's songs created containing manners and children's culture in Indonesia,
alumni who take part in the Aupair program can at the same time inform children in Germany
about Indonesian children's culture. The use of songs as an alternative to introduce Indonesian
children's culture. In addition, song media as language learning media is more effective for
listening because it has 2 elements, namely music and lyrics. The use of songs for German
language teachers or teachers can be a reference or input for an innovative and creative learning
process, while for students, this song can help Au-Pair candidates because this song will help
introduce Indonesian children's culture.

Data on the need for children's songs was also obtained from the results of a questionnaire
distributed to alumni working in Germany. Of the 20 questionnaires distributed, there were 18
people who filled in, who worked as Krankenpfleger as many as three people, worked as
Erzieherin one person, was attending the FSJ program four people, the remaining nine people
were Aupair. The questions asked were (1) what do you do in Germany? (2) do you often interact
with children in Germany? (3) if so, what are the topics of conversation with children in
Germany? (4) do you think children in Germany would like to hear stories about children from
other countries? (5) do children in Germany like children's songs? (6) do you agree that
information related to children's culture is conveyed through songs?

Six questions that respondents answered well. The answers to the questionnaire are
illustrated in the graph below.

The first question related to work in Germany has been explained above. The second
question related to whether or not you often interact with children in Germany. Here are the
answers.

Interraction with Children

= Ya = Tidak

Fig. 1. Questionaire answer on intteraction with children in German

Thirteen answered that they interacted frequently, while five answered that they did not.
Question three, what are the topics of conversation with children in Germany, is shown in the
figure below.



Topic

= Mainan Gambar-gambar Teman-teman Nyanyi = Papa Mama
Fig. 2. Questionaire Answer on Topics of conversation with children

The graph shows that five people answered that they often sing with children, three told
stories about toys, two told pictures, two told stories about friends and one told stories about
their parents. The question related to whether children in Germany like to hear children's stories
from other countries. 100% of respondents answered "yes". Likewise, 100% of respondents
answered "yes" to the second and third questions.

Based on this background, we then identified the things that children in Indonesia are
accustomed to, to be used as song themes. Through discussions with the team, it was determined
to interview kindergarten teachers to find an overview of the content of the song lyrics to be
written. The questions to be asked are (1) what is taught to children so that it becomes a good
habit and culture, (2) through what it is taught, (3) whether the children are happy.

The answers obtained from the three teachers for question number one were greeting
parents before going to school and the habit of praying before doing something. Therefore, it is
determined to create a children’s song with the theme “Praying” and “Greeting Parents Before
Going to School”.

Based on the explanation above, the researcher considers this theme interesting, because it
focuses on creating German-language children’s songs about Indonesian children’s culture with
musical instruments. The results of this study are input and reference for prospective Au-Pairs
from Indonesia who will participate in the Au-Pair program in Germany.

2 Literature Review

The relevant theories that guide this research are presented below:
A. Definition and Characteristics of Children's Songs

According to Atmadja (in Aulia and Idris, 2020: 421), the person or party who expresses
their creative ideas in a song is called a composer, which is someone who composes musical
works. Meanwhile, according to Astuti (in Witantina, 2020: 118), singing is considered a form
of verbal message communication that involves nonverbal elements (such as tones, dynamic
signs, instruments) and verbal elements (language elements). Based on the experts’ opinions, it
can be concluded that a songwriter is someone who conveys his creative ideas in the form of
songs to convey messages orally. Children’s songs are songs that reflect the world of children



and are part of children’s daily activities. In this case, children’s songs are songs that are
musically and functionally related to children’s lives at that age. According to Endraswara (in
Raharjo, et al., 2016: 92), children’s songs are light songs and reflect noble ethics. Murtono et
al. (in Raharjo, et al., 2016: 92) also added that children’s songs contain simple things that
children usually do.

Based on the opinions of the experts above, it can be concluded that children’s songs are
happy or cheerful songs, with simple lyrics that are easy to understand.

In children’s songs there are two main characteristics, namely:

a.  Children’s Music Characteristics

According to Edwin E. Gordon (in Arostiyani, et al., 2013: 26), children learn music
similar to the stages of learning language. Good children's music has the characteristics
of being simple, memorable, comfortable to play, and inviting, with appropriate
intervals, rhythms, and repetitions. Some criteria for selecting music for elementary
school children include:
1. Contains relevant material,
2. Melody that matches the emotion of the song and the ability of the child,
3. Song text that can be understood according to the child's ability level.
b. Karakteristik Lagu Aana
According to Ai Surya (2022: 16), good children’s songs have the following
characteristics:
1. The melody is easy to remember,
It is interesting to sing even without text,
It has a rhythm that attracts children's attention
The song text is in harmony with the rhythm of the song
The text is in linewith themelody
The message and feel of the text are in line with the message and feel of the music,
The text should use repetition of words
The language is soft, with a selection of words that are appropriate for children's
development,
9. The pitch range is in accordance with the range of children's voicess

The characteristics of children's songs include simple musical compositions with upbeat
musical rhythms, which encourage children to sing and imitate. Although the words are simple,
the text of children's songs still contains meaning. Usually, children's songwriters insert moral
messages or advice, such as parental affection, games, or environmental recognition, which can
affect children's language perception and imagination (Gutama, 2020: 24).

Children's intelligence levels show that children learn things more easily through songs and
singing. According to Howard Gardner's theory (in Fadhli 2016: 82), basically every child has
their own intelligence. Intelligence is not only seen from the IQ factor, but there are various
types of intelligence that support children's success, namely:

Language Intelligence: A child’s ability to process words

Logical Intelligence: Ability in numbers and logical reasoning.

Musical Intelligence: Ability in the field of music

Kinesthetic Intelligence: The ability to work on one’s limbs.

Spatial Intelligence: The ability to play with lines, colors, and space.
Intrapersonal Intelligence: The ability to know oneself.

Interpersonal Intelligence: The ability to maintain relationships with others.
Natural Intelligence: Intelligence related to nature.

Spiritual Intelligence: Spiritual intelligence.
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B. Song-Making Process

Songwriting is a creative process that results in a work of art in the form of a song. This
activity is common for musicians. The activity of song creation begins with understanding the
background of a theme. After that, the song structure is organized through extracting song
motifs, phrases, and sentences. In addition, it is important to understand the musical elements
used in the song, including melody or scales, tempo, rhythm, harmony, expression, and
dynamics used.

The last activity is to determine the instruments and musical form in the creation of the
song. In determining the instrument, each composer has musical freedom, but it is important to
understand the technique, sound color, and range of the instrument to be used. This will be a
reference in processing musical elements in song creation. After that, the musical form that will
be used in the creation of the song is determined.

3 Relevant Research

Relevant research is used as a comparison material for existing research or scientific work,
to assess existing strengths or weaknesses. Apart from that, relevant research also functions to
obtain existing information about theories related to the research title used as the basis of
scientific theory. Previous research relevant to this research is as follows:

a. Research by Alimuddin, Johar (2015) entitled "Children's Songs as a Means of
Educating Children.": Children's songs function as educational media with moral
messages and values such as religion and nationalism. This song is considered
important for children's education because it can convey messages in a fun way. The
current shortage of children's songs can be overcome by reviving old songs or
modifying the lyrics of popular songs.

b. Research by Kusumawati, Heni (2013) entitled "Character Education through
Children's Songs.": Character education in children needs to be done from an early age,
and one way is through children's songs. Children's songs that are simple in rhythm,
lyrics and melody support the development of children's character. Children's songs
need to be developed and updated to remain relevant.

c. Research by Permana & Sigit (2017) entitled "Model for Creating Popular Children's
Songs Departing from Traditional Values.": This research develops a model for
creating children's songs that promotes traditional values. Qualitative methods with a
scientific approach to music are used to create musical patterns and melodies that suit
the child's character and depict traditional values.

d. Yenti and Maswal's (2021) research entitled "The Important Role of Educators in
Stimulating Children's Character Development in PAUD.": Teachers play an important
role in children's character education from an early age. Character education in PAUD
aims to form habits and behavior that are in accordance with moral and cultural values,
where teachers act as guides in developing students' character.

e. Stolberg & Ostner's (2015) research entitled "Investing in Children, Monitoring
Parents: Parenting Support in the Changing German Welfare State.": Parenting support
in the German welfare system is changing, with a focus on collaboration between
public services and parents. Through literature studies and interviews, this research
shows the important role of caregiving support in redefining public-private relations in
caregiving in Germany.



4 Methodology

This research method is development research, which aims to create songs. In this
research, a German language children's song was created to introduce Indonesian culture.
This research uses a qualitative descriptive method and a manufacturing model based on
Rickey and Klein's theory (Sugiono, 2019: 27).

The data in this research is in the form of words, sentences and expressions related to
the theme of children's culture in Indonesia. Apart from that, assessments from experts are
also data to determine the quality of the song. The data source comes from German
language studies and information for children. The experts who act as data sources are
Nurhanifah, S.Pd., M.Hum. (Deutsch fiir Kinder lecturer) as material examiner and Van
Echo Sirait, S.Sn from the Indonesian Institute of the Arts as music validator.

In this research, the steps of the development model according to Richey & Klein's
theory used are as follows:

a.

Planning At the planning stage, it was initially planned to obtain information regarding
German children's songs needed by the Au-pair through observation and literature
study. The concept is to create German language children's songs with the theme of
greeting parents and praying before doing something.

Manufacturing The process of creating German children's song texts is based on the
theme of greeting parents and praying before doing something. Then, the process of
creating notations or tones in German children's song texts is also based on this theme.
Evaluation Validation was carried out to determine the suitability of German language
children's songs with the theme of praying before doing something, which was then
validated by a song writing expert.

5 Results and Discussion
5.1 The process of developing German language children's songs with themes for
the Deutsch Fiir Kinder course

This research uses the development theory model by Richey & Klein. The following will
explain each process of the 3 steps of developing this theory:
A. Planning Phase

This planning is the first step. This planning consists of 2 steps, namely: analysis and
concept. Analysis is carried out through observation and literature study to obtain information
about the type of song that will be created. Furthermore, there are concepts that are produced,
for example the design concept for a German language children's song.

a.

Analysis

The analysis begins with the observation phase of videos of children's songs in
Germany. A lot of it is related to loving animals and nature, then it is related to
knowledge of numbers and the alphabet. Then, researchers looked for information
about children's culture in Germany according to the themes that will be discussed in
this research. First, a questionnaire was distributed to alumni who worked as Aupair.
The survey results show that German children's culture, such as greeting parents and
praying before doing something, is not found in children in Germany. Therefore,
researchers created German children's songs with the themes sich die Hand reichen and
Beten.



b.

Concept

The concept created, for example, is a German language song design concept. This

song was composed with the theme of greeting parents before going to school and

praying before doing something.

1. Sich die Hand Reichen
This song tells the story of a cheerful child who welcomes the morning and feels
happy when he meets his best friend at school and is always taught to be a polite
child, namely greeting teachers, shaking hands with parents before going to school,
and making these things a culture or habits when going to school and while at
school.

2. Beten

This song teaches children to always be grateful and pray before doing something.

B. Develop Phase

In this phase, the process of creating children’songs in the two songs titles explained. And
in this phase, a German’s children’songs was created. The following are the steps for making a
German children’s songs

a.

Making Lyrics
Lyric “Sich die Hand Reichen*
Frohlicher Morgen
mein Herz ist gliicklich
treffen mit meinen Freunden
Glicklich mein Herz
dem Lehrer die Hand geben
nach dem ich mich von meinen Eltern verabschiedet habe
Glicklich fir immer
muss ich auch begeister sein
Manier ist typisch fiir mich
immer mehr lernen um Ziele zu erreichen
und komm werden
im leben Gliicklich sein

Lyric “Beten”
Gott bitte
leite mein Leben
jedes Mal, denke ich an Deine Liebe
Deine Hilfe bekomme ich immer
bevor ich ins Bett gehe, bete ich zu Dir.
danke fiir Deine Einbeziehung
wenn ich aufwache, danke ich Dir.
uber alles deine Liebe.
bevor ich lerne, bete ich zuerst.
bevor ich esse, bete ich auch.
vor der Priifung bete ich natiirlich .
bitte gib mir die Beste



b. After that, define and record the basic notes, beats, and create notes with the half of
Sibelius software.

Fig. 3. Sibelius software
c. Then, create supporting instruments using the KORG Pa600 keyboard and record them
in Studio One software.

d. After that, record the sound together with supporting instruments using the same
software, namely Studio One.
e. Save song in storage file.

C. Evaluation Phase

This stage is the final step in creating good German children's songs. At this stage,

validation is carried out. There are two types of validation carried out, namely:

a. Material Validation: This song material was validated by a lecturer in the Deutsch fiir
Kinder course, namely Nurhanifah Lubis, S.Pd., M.Si. He teaches German in the
German language program at Medan State University. The material expert gave a score
of 90.

b. Media Validation: The media of this song was validated by a piano teacher, namely
Van Echo Sirait, S.Sn. Media experts gave it a score of 93.

6 Conclusion

Based on the research results, the conclusions of this research are as follows: From this
research, two German language children's songs were created with the theme of children's
culture in Indonesia, entitled Héndeschiitteln and Beten. The creation of German children's
songs was evaluated by experts. Assessment includes assessment of words, text and grammar.
The Deutsch fiir Kinder course lecturer gave a score of 90. Furthermore, song media experts
assessed the suitability of the lyrics to the song theme, harmonization and melody by giving a
score of 93.

Based on the results and conclusions of this research, several suggestions are put forward:

a. For German educators or teachers, this research can be a reference or input for an

innovative and creative learning process.

b. For students, this research can help students who want to introduce Indonesian children

to culture.

c. Further manufacturing research may be carried out in the future.



References

[1] Affan, M. H. (2016). Membangun Kembali Sikap Nasionalisme Bangsa Indonesia Dalam Menangkal
Budaya Asing Di Era Globalisasi. Jurnal Pesona Dasar, 3(4).

[2] Agustiawati, 1. (2014). Pengaruh pola asuh orang tua terhadap prestasi belajar siswa pada mata
pelajaran akuntansi kelas XI IPS di SMA Negeri 26 Bandung (Doctoral dissertation, Universitas
Pendidikan Indonesia).

[3] Ai Surya Omando, O. (2022). Pengembangan Media Lagu Anak Bergenre Reggae Pada Pembelajaran
Tematik Untuk Siswa Kelas 1 Sekolah Dasar (Doctoral dissertation, Universitas Muhammadiyah
Malang).

[4] Aini, D. N., & Syafruddin, D. (2013). Pencitraan Bangsa Jerman Dalam Novel “Generation Golf.
Bahasa dan Seni: Jurnal Bahasa, Sastra, Seni, dan Pengajarannya, 41(2).

[5] Aini, Indah dkk.2022. Deutsch fuer Kinder. Medan: Kencana Emas Sejahtera

[6] Alimuddin, J. (2015). Lagu Anak Sebagai Salah Satu Sarana Mendidik Anak. Jurnal IImiah
Pendidikan Dasar, 2(2), 108-116.

[7] Arostiyani, D., & Aesijah, S. (2013). Pemanfaatan Lagu Anak-Anak Sebagai Media Pendidikan
Karakter Di Taman Kanak-Kanak Aisyiyah Desa Linggapura Kecamatan Tonjong, Brebes.
Semarang: Jurusan Sendratasik, Universitas Negeri Semarang.

[8] Aulia, M. Z., & Idris, 1. Hak Cipta Dan Eksploitasi Ciptaan Lagu Daerah Kerinci: Perspektif Pencipta.
Masalah-Masalah Hukum, 49(4), 420-431.

[9] Djatmiko, A. A. (2016). Implementasi Pendidikan Karakter dalam Membentuk Identitas Bangsa
Multikultur. Jurnal Rontal Keilmuan Pancasila dan Kewarganegaraan, 2(2).

[10] Fadhli, M. (2016). Pemikiran Howard Gardner Dalam Pendidikan Anak Usia Dini. JURNAL
INDRIA (Jurnal Ilmiah Pendidikan Prasekolah dan Sekolah Awal), 1(1).

[11] Fadhli, M. (2016). Pemikiran Howard Gardner Dalam Pendidikan Anak Usia Dini. JURNAL
INDRIA (Jurnal Ilmiah Pendidikan Prasekolah dan Sekolah Awal), 1(1).

[12] Gutama, A. (2020). Analisis Pola Ritme dan Bentuk Lagu Anak. Virtuoso: Jurnal Pengkajian dan
Penciptaan Musik, 3(1), 23-32.

[13] Haris, A. H. (2017). Pendidikan karakter dalam perspektif Islam. Al-Munawwarah: Jurnal Pendidikan
Islam, 9(1), 64-82.

[14] Kusumawati, H. (2013). Pendidikan karakter melalui lagu anak-anak. Imaji, 11(2).

[15] Mulyana, N., Ishartono, I., & Santoso, M. B. (2018). Pengasuhan Dengan Metode Menanggapi
Tindakan Anak. Share: Social Work Journal, 8(2), 178-194.

[16] Nadiroh, Yahdinil Firda, Hubungan Antara Persepsi terhadap Pola Asuh Orang Tua dengan
Penyesuaian Diri Mahasiswa, (Banten: Pusat Penelitian dan Penerbitan

[17] Nandang, Mulyana, Moch Zaenuddin, and Mutiara Suci Erlanti. "Pelatihan Teknik Parenting Oleh
Rumah Parenting Bandung." Prosiding Penelitian dan Pengabdian kepada Masyarakat 5.3 (2019):
220-227.

[18] Ostner, 1., & Stolberg, C. (2015). Investing in children, monitoring parents: Parenting support in the
changing German welfare state. Social Policy and Society, 14(4), 621-632.

[19] Permana, C. S., & Sigit, R. (2017). Model Penciptaan Karya Lagu Anak Populer Yang Berangkat
Dari Nilai Tradisi. JPKS (Jurnal Pendidikan dan Kajian Seni), 2(2).

[20] Purwanto, A., Asbari, M., & Santoso, P. B. (2020). Pengaruh Parenting Style dan Personality Genetic
terhadap Pengembangan Pedidikan Karakter Anak di PAUD Islamic School. QUALITY, 8(1), 51-
67.

[21] Rachmah, H. (2013). Nilai-nilai dalam pendidikan karakter bangsa yang berdasarkan Pancasila dan
UUD 1945. E-Journal WIDY A Non-Eksakta, 1(1), 7-14.

[22] Raharjo, 1. B., & Iswantiningtyas, V. (2016). Strategi Menciptakan Lagu Komersil untuk
Pembelajaran Anak Usia Dini. Porsiding Enterprenuership Dalam Perspektif Paud,
978.979.495.901.5, 92.

[23] Rahmat, S. T. (2018). Filsafat pendidikan anak usia dini. Jurnal Lonto Leok Pendidikan Anak Usia
Dini, 1(1), 1-13.

[24] Sa’diyah, Rika, “Pentingnya Melatih Kemandirian Anak”, Vol. XVI, No. 1,( April 2017), 39.



[25] Sugiarti, D., & Muddin, M. (2017). Hubungan Antara Penguasaan Tata Bahasa Jerman Dengan
Keterampilan Menulis Paragraf Deskriptif Siswa Kelas Xi Sma Negeri 1 Palopo. Eralingua: Jurnal
Pendidikan Bahasa Asing dan Sastra, 1(2).

[26] Sugiyono.2017. Metode Penelitian dan Pengembangan Research and Development. Bandung: CV
Alfabeta.

[27] Wibowo, Agus, Pendidikan Karakter Anak Usia Dini, (Yogyakarta:Pustaka Pelajar, 2013), 75.

[28] Witantina, A., Budyartati, S., & Tryanasari, D. (2020). Implementasi pembelajaran lagu nasional pada
pembelajaran SBDP di sekolah dasar. Prosiding Konferensi Ilmiah Dasar, 2, 117-121.

[29] Wulansari, I. (2016). Adaptasi Komunikasi dalam Keluarga antara Host Family dan Au Pair di Jerman
(Doctoral dissertation, Universitas Brawijaya).

[30] Yenti, Y., & Maswal, A. (2021). Pentingnya Peran Pendidik dalam Menstimulasi Perkembangan
Karakter Anak di PAUD. Jurnal Pendidikan Tambusai, 5(1), 2045-2051.



