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Abstract. Identity of Republika.co.id is also known by public has a very closed
relationship with Indonesian Muslim communities and tend to follow the voice of
Muslim people. So, how Republika publish its news related with corruption issues, if the
issues related with a Muslim prominence people? Especially issued the news articles
about Indonesian Supreme Court of Justice decided to revoke the law prohibiting ex-
corruptor to register themselves as a candidate for legislative members. Some of the ex-
corruptors come from Islamic political parties in Indonesia who want to come back as
legislators. The decision made such pros-cons among Indonesian people represented on
Indonesia medias. In this research, the authors use Critical Discourse Analysis of Sara
Mills method to know how the Republika — as an Islamic oriented media -- publishes a
corruption issue. The result of this research, Republika supported the Indonesian
Supreme Court of Justice’s decision by a number of reasons.
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1 Introduction

Technological developments directly change people's lives from closed to public
consumption[1]. One of the function of technology is to inform public, as the perform of
newspaper. Currently, the role of the newspaper mass media as an agent for political
socialization is ineffective. This can be seen from the number of newspaper users who are
increasingly fewer in number. A study shows data supporting this statement where only
25.80% of the public gets political information from the newspaper mass media, 38.70% of
the audience receives it through electronic media, and another 35.48% gets political
information through TV[2]. This phenomenon shows a shift in the role of newspaper mass
media as a medium for political propaganda. Redefining the relationship between majority and
minority groups must be seen as a matter of urgency, although it has the potential to be a
challenge for a majority group who may feel desolated by this kind of nation[3]. However, the
newspaper mass media still has an essential position in the process of political propaganda
because the mass media as part of the mainstream media of the newspaper mass media are
believed to be more credible-both in terms of reporting and editorial review. This is
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undoubtedly very ironic because it turns out that newspapers are not yet entirely objective in
reporting even from all categories of objectivity [4].

The following is the first information about mass media for the state, namely as follows:
provides the latest information, provide space for social communities, also facilitate the state
to be able to convey, provides opportunities for state officials to support the continuity of their
power in the midst of their role [5].

The Agenda Setting is a theory that believes that media as a center for the selection of truth
with the ability to transfer two elements, namely awareness, and information through the
public agenda in directing public awareness and attention to issues that are considered
essential to the mass media [6][7]. The mass media creates a public image of political figures
[8]. Of course, this media setting agenda theory is applied in every mass media coverage,
including republika.co.id in its reporting on the Constitutional Court's decision that allows
former convicts of corruption cases to register as candidates in legislative elections. Media
ideology (Republika) is one of factors that influence what agenda of media is. Other factor
influencing media agenda beside ideology are individual (journalist), media routine,
organizational social institution and culture[9].

The authors of this research tried to examine this through the Critical Discourse Analysis
(CDA) method of Sara Mills [10] because this method could examine how the positions of the
actors are displayed in the text. These positions in terms of who is the subject of storytelling
and who is the object of storytelling will determine how the structure of the text and how
meaning is treated in the text as a whole. In addition to the positions of actors in the text, Sara
Mills also focused on how the reader and writer are displayed in the text.

2 Method

Authors chose the object of research in the Republika.co.id news considered pre-
observation which showed the difference in style of media reporting compared to other media
related to the ex-corrupt polemic being allowed to become a legislative candidate. Analysis
unit of this research came from Republika.co.id reporting on 14-19 September 2018
[11][12][13][14][15] considering that a heated polemic occurred in various media related to
the issue during this period. During this period there were eight related news. Authors took
four writing types of straight news and conduct analysis using the Critical Discourse Analysis
method of Sarah Mills.

Table 1. Sara Mills Critical Discourse Analysis.

Level What is to be Seen
How events are viewed, from whose perspective the events are seen. Who is
Position of positioned as the narrator (subject) and who is the object being told. Does
Subject-Object each actor and social group have the opportunity to present themselves, their
ideas or their presence, their ideas are presented by other groups / people.
Position of Author How the reader position is displayed in the text. How the reader positions
- Reader himself in the displayed text. To which group the reader identifies himself.

Source : Kurniawati [16]

Sara Mills, using Althusser's analysis, emphasizes how actors are positioned in the text.
This position is seen as a form of subjecting someone, one party has a position as an
interpreter while the other party becomes the object to be interpreted. In general, there are two



things to consider in the analysis. First, how the social actors in the news are positioned in the
news. Second, how the reader is positioned in the text.

This study aims to find hidden discourse from Republika.co.id related to the Supreme
Court's verdict on former corruptors may nominate themselves as legislative candidates. The
research method will use a critical paradigm to find hidden discourses in reporting the
Supreme Court's decision as quoted by Republika.co.id media on 14 September 2018 [17]
regarding the permissibility of former corruptors to run for legislative membership.

3 Result And Discussion

The Supreme Court of Justice (Mahkamah Agung or MA) emphasized that the rules
contained in PKPU (Peraturan Komisi Pemilihan Umum or Regulation of General Election
Commissions) Number 20 Year 2018 and PKPU Number 26 Year 2018 were contrary to the
Election Law Number 7 of 2017[18][19]. Therefore, ex-convicts of corruption cases may
registered as candidates for origin the provisions of the electoral law and the decision of the
Constitutional Court (MK). Since July 2018, both of these rules had been sued by a number of
parties through a request for judicial review to the Supreme Court.

Most of the media broadcast news of decisions that clearly deplored the attitude of the
Supreme Court and others showed support for the decision. One of the media published the
news was Republika, known with Islamic Ideology as its identity [20]. Republika had a close
relationship with Islamic mass organizations and political parties in Indonesia. Meanwhile, so
many of the corruptors who were arrested were leaders of the Islamic party.

Republika was also tend to follow the voice of Muslim people and the Muslim prominence
people such as supporting a joint decision on the Ahmadiyya ban which was considered
heretical by mainstream Muslims, supporting the enactment of a draft anti-pornography bill
that was compatible with Islamic teachings. Media in various forms are believed to influence
the formation of understanding and awareness of environmental news in the minds of
individuals and society. Although the present societies had the power to choose the
information and to select the media they consume, media still had the power to influence
their minds once they were chosen[21]. So, how did Republika publish its news if the media
was related with Muslim prominence people who were corruptors?

The difference between Republika and other online media in Indonesia, in generally
speaking was the ideology of Islamic thought. Islamic mindset influencing worldviews, how
to write, how to report facts as news and how to construct fast [22]. Media basically pioneers
that uphold truth and justice for the public. Based on the function, the media had the task of
advocating for individuals, or groups, or communities that face despotism from the powerful
group [23]. In this cases, Republika showed the Muslim community, therefore, realized the
importance of building professional media that could be managed by Muslim.

As an ideological framework, Islam was believed as a complete worldview. Society
Improvement by referring to the original source of worldviews: Al-Quran and Sunnah.
Knowledge and technology must be subject to Islam. Worldviews derived from Western
ideology must be rejected [24] [25]. Expressions of this ideology took the form of: fighting
groups regarded as Muslim threats, fighting for Islamic life-goals, fighting with Islamic
identity, fighting against Muslim enemies, fighting under the name of the God [26]. Online
media within the framework of Islamic ideology was a channel mediating the construction of
umma ideology, collective identity as fellow Muslims. This identity was derived from the



Islamic way of life [27]. The possibility that journalist on each side of the divide seem to
genuflect starkly, palpably to factors in their reporting environments[28].

Media basically pioneers that upheld truth and justice for the public as the function of
media the task on advocating for individuals, or groups, or communities that faced despotism
from the powerful group. In this case, Republika showed itself as a media for the Indonesian
Muslim community.

3.1 Subject-Object Level

In the first paragraph, it was written "... The Supreme Court confirms that the rules
contained in PKPU Number 20 Year 2018 and PKPU Number 26 Year 2018 are contrary to
the Election Law Number 7 of 2017 ...". This paragraph showed how the incident wanted to be
seen as a correction of the mistake of the existing rule of law that a former corruptor should
still be allowed to become a legislative candidate. So this paragraph wanted to show that so far
the perception of people who wanted the corruptors convicted to be unable to become
legislative candidates was wrong because it was against the positive law in Indonesia.

In the seventh and eighth paragraph , it was said "... Since last July, these two rules have
been sued by a number of parties through a request for judicial review to MA. The majority of
the plaintiffs are former corruptors who intend to move forward as candidates for council
members and are harmed by the existence of these two rules. One of the plaintiffs is
Muhammad Taufik from the Gerindra Party who has registered as a candidate for DKI Jakarta
Provincial DPRD candidates for the 2019 Election. Taufik considers the existence of PKPU
Number 14 of 2018 to be incompatible with Election Law Number 7 of 2017 ... ". This text
showed that this incident was seen from the point of view of ex-corruptors who wanted to
nominate themselves as candidates but felt their human rights were violated by the existence
of the PKPU. In the seventh paragraph it was even written "... ex-corrupt who intends to
return forward as a candidate for a member of the council and is harmed by the existence of
these two rules ...", showing that how these regulations harmed the political rights of people
who had been entangled in corruption cases and had served sentences until it's over. The "sin"
was considered to remain "sticking" for life, even though the ex-corruptor might have finished
serving his sentence, repented, and was now a good person. Likewise, many ex-corruptors
were ensnared because of administrative errors, not to enrich themselves.

In the second paragraph, it was read "... It was decided yesterday. Their application were
granted and returned to the Law (Election Law Number 7 of 2017)," said MA Spokesman,
Suhadi when contacted by reporters, Friday (9/14)." The person who was positioned as the
narrator was Suhadi, as a representative of the MK. In this news, only the government actors,
namely MA, decided that the ex-corrupt candidates could run for office, while there were no
voice of groups who were anti-ex-corrupt candidates. Groups that were anti-ex-corrupt
candidates were not shown in this paragraph. This paragraph showed that Republika was
indeed more biased in favor of MA's decision and eliminates anti-corruption groups who
reject ex-corruptors as legislative candidates.

3.2 Author's Position — Reader

In the first paragraph, it was written "... MA decided to grant a judicial review suit
regarding the prohibition of ex-convicted cases ..." showed how the reader was positioned as a
candidate for legislative members (candidates) who were awaiting MA's decision. The reader



identified himself to ex-corruptors who were oppressed by their human rights and need justice
so that they could remain candidates for the legislature.

In third and fourth paragraphs, it was said "... Suhadi then explained the legal
considerations which form the basis of MA's ruling. First, MA considers that the two PKPU
are in conflict with the rules above, namely the Election Law No. 7 of 2017.... © “In addition,
ex-convicts of corruption cases may register as candidates as long as according to the
provisions of the electoral law and the ruling of the Constitutional Court (MK),” ” he said .... ".
The sentences in the third and fourth paragraphs reinforced that the reader was positioned as
an ex-corruptor who was oppressed by his political rights and wanted to run as a legislative
candidate.

In the seventh paragraph, it was said "... Since last July, these two rules had been sued by a
number of parties through a request for judicial review to MA. The majority of the plaintiffs
are former corruptors who intend to move forward as candidates for council members and are
harmed by the existence of these two rules ... ". This text tried to position the reader as a party
who also sued PKPU through a request for judicial review to MA. The readers seemed to be
on the side of the PKPU plaintiff because they felt it was unfair. So in the news article,
Republika tried to bring the reader to identify himself as an ex-corruptor who was oppressed
by his human rights and need justice so that he could continue to test himself as a candidate
for legislative members.

Republika's attitude that put the reader to identify himself as an ex-corruptor, who was
oppressed by his human rights and need justice so that he could continue to test himself as a
candidate for legislative members is counter to some research. The research said a state that
the majority of people rejected acts of corruption because these acts were believed to be
detrimental to society and drain the country's wealth. Several community attitudes expressed
the community's view; namely, the community assessed that acts of corruption must be
punished severely, the community was ready to support the eradication of corruption and the
community's willingness to transfer the values of honesty to the family [29].

4 Conclusion

Republika's media coverage related to the case of MA's decision that the ex-corruptor
could nominate himself as a legislative candidate through the analysis of Sara Mills’ critical
discourse analysis showed support for MA's decision. The media considered the prohibition
of an ex-corruptor from becoming a legislative candidate was a violation of human rights
because the ex-corruptor had served his sentence and might have repented and had the
potential to benefit the wider community. A sin could not be considered to last a lifetime for
someone. Republika refused if it was said that this attitude was due to the large number of
Islamic party leaders who were caught red-handed in corruption cases, linked to Republika's
closeness with CSO groups and Islamic parties. Republika media provided a solution to the
anti-nominating attitude of ex-corrupt candidates as candidates by allowing the community to
impose their own social sanctions by not choosing the candidates. In addition, prevention
could also be done through a mechanism for screening candidates from each party.
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