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Abstarct. The involvement of student and teacher activeness must not take the 
rights of each other (power distance) to get the opportunity to build their own 
knowledge so as to gain deep understanding. This research aimed to describe the 
importance of power distance as an effort to increase students' social skills 
toward the revolution of industry 4.0 learning. The research method was a 
literature study by gathering a number of books, papers, journals, leaflets, and 
magazines relating to the problem of the power distance on Hofstede's academic 
culture and social skill. They were then analysed using descriptive analysis, 
content analysis, and critical analysis. The findings describe that the realization 
of social skills through the relationship of learning in the classroom between 
teacher-student or student-student relationship. The involvement of the student 
and teacher activeness that doesn’t take each other's rights in the classroom 
learning process means that there is no distance between the teacher and students 
and students with students in the classroom learning that has socially educative 
interaction. This is the main challenge and task of the teacher in harmonizing the 
development of the revolution of industry 4.0 in classroom learning. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

Social skills are part of social competence. Social competence consists of three constructs, 
namely social adjustment, social performance, and social skills. Social competence itself is a 
person's ability to establish diplomatic relations with others, both friends and unknown people. 
Social adjustment is defined as one’s success in adjusting himself/herself to other individuals 
in general and to the group in particular [1]–[3] . 

 On the other hand, social performance is one’s behaviour (especially which can change 
the environment) in interacting with others, which produces a good result, such as willingness 
to help others even though they themselves experience difficulties and are not bound to 
themselves [1], [2], [4]. For a child, social skills and competencies are essential factors for 
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starting and having positive social relationships. Children, who do not have social skills and 
are judged by their peers as those without social competence, will have difficulty in starting 
and establishing positive social relations with their environment. They may even be rejected 
and ignored by their environment [5]. 

Embodiment of social skills is through the relationship of classroom learning between 
teacher-student or student-student interactions. The involvement of student and teacher 
activeness does not take the rights of each other to get the opportunity to build their own 
knowledge so as to gain deep understanding. This leads to Hofstede's principle of power 
distance which means that there is no gap or distance that differentiates one to another 
between teacher’s rights and student’s rights in the classroom learning process.  

There is no distance between the teacher and students and students with students in the 
classroom learning that has socially educative interaction. Social educative interaction is the 
key to all social lives because without it there would not be possible joint life. In social life, 
students also need others. The forms of good social interaction can be seen by the existence of 
cooperation, mutual respect and appreciation. Cooperation is increasingly established when 
students are happy to discuss with and help each other solve problems in learning faced. Good 
social interaction between the students can also create mutual respect and create a comfortable 
atmosphere in learning and will encourage them to excel in the school environment. 
Therefore, the role of teacher to students is one of the determinants of the success of education 
[6]–[9]. 

The role of the teacher in the success of education can be realized through effective 
learning. Effective learning is creating active learning that empowers students to achieve their 
competencies. Active learning is student-centred learning that emphasizes students to be active 
in the teaching and learning process. The shift in teaching style from teacher centre to student 
centre can certainly increase students' learning interest. The use of information and 
communication technology in learning into learning innovation has a positive impact. 
Likewise, the positive impact is also expected from the emergence of the revolution of 
industry 4.0 in elementary classroom learning.  

The term revolution of industry 4.0 comes from a project initiated by the German 
government to promote computerization of manufacturing. It began from the revolution of 
industry 1.0, 2.0, 3.0, to 4.0. The industrial phase is a real change of the existing. The 
revolution of industry 1.0 is characterized by the production mechanization to support the 
effectiveness and efficiency of human activities. The revolution of industry 2.0 is 
characterized by mass production and quality standardization. The 3.0 is characterized by 
mass adjustment and flexibility of automation and robot-based manufacturing. The revolution 
of industry 4.0 subsequently replaced the revolution of industry 3.0, which was characterized 
by physical cyber and manufacturing collaboration [10]–[12].  

Nowadays, the fourth (4.0) revolution of industry changes the economy, work, and even 
society itself. The core of the revolution of industry 4.0 is the incorporation of physical and 
digital technology through analytics, artificial intelligence, cognitive technology, and the 
Internet of Things (IoT) to create digital companies that are interrelated and capable of 
producing more informed decisions. 

Lee et al explained that the revolution of industry 4.0 was marked by an increase in 
digitalization of manufacturing driven by four factors: 1) increased data volume, computing 
power, and connectivity; 2) the emergence of analysis, capability, and business intelligence; 3) 
the occurrence of new forms of interaction between humans and machines; and 4) 
improvement of digital transfer instructions to the physical world, such as robotics and 3D 
printing [13]. Lifter and Tschiener added that the basic principle of the revolution of industry 



4.0 is the integration of machines, workflows, and systems, by applying intelligent networks 
along the chain and the production process to control each other independently [14]. 

Today's human position in Indonesia is disrupted or uprooted. In the past, we waited for 
public transports to go somewhere, and then came taxis. After taxis mushroomed, online 
vehicles came up like Go-jek and Go-car. People used to come to a traditional barber to shave. 
Now, a modern and practical barbershop industry has emerged [15]. 

The revolution of industry 4.0 is a tough challenge for Indonesian teachers. Education and 
learning full with knowledge content put aside the content of attitudes and skills as currently 
implemented, which will produce students who are not able to compete with machines [16], 
[17]. Therefore, the challenge for teachers is to create social skills towards the revolution of 
industry 4.0 without any power distance between teachers and students and and between the 
students themselves.  

 
2. METHOD 

The research method was the literature study by gathering a number of books, papers, 
journals, leaflets and magazines relating to the problem of learning models in students. The 
data were collected by identifying books, papers or articles obtained. The data analysis used 
descriptive analysis, content analysis and critical analysis. Descriptive analysis is collecting 
and compiling data based on library sources which is then analysed. Content analysis is 
utilizing a set of procedures in drawing conclusions from several documents that have been 
obtained. On the other hand, critical analysis was carried out by interpreting the text and 
responding it based on the literature study. 

 

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

3.1. The Low level of Social Skills 

Based on the data of preliminary observations at Sukoharjo elementary schools with a 
sample of 3 elementary schools namely SDN Palur 4, SDN Kamal 1, and SDN Gayam 2 
Sukoharjo, 7 (35%) out of 20 students showed mastery of social skills in the good category. 13 
students (65%) are not good at mastering social skills in the class. This is similar to the 
cooperation between students in groups (25%), helping each other (20%), and expressing and 
listening to opinions (25%). Some other attitudes that show low social skills include: some 
students do not know their friends who are absent (30%) and do not lend rulers and erasers to 
others (15%). In addition, almost all clever students choose to work on the questions 
independently when the teacher asks them to discuss (80%) and the students have the lack of 
academic competition during learning (20%).  

The Role of Industrial Revolution 4.0 in Learning 
The low level of social skills is the main task of a teacher in creating educative interaction 

socially through power distance towards the revolution of industry 4.0. According to Palo Alto 
Group  [18] there are two types of social skills that appear in the form of interaction patterns in 
the role of the teacher in creating social skills towards the revolution of industry 4.0 without 
any power distance between teachers and students and between the students. The first type is if 
two people respond to one another in the same way, they are said to be involved in a 
symmetrical relationship. The second type is complementary relationship. In this connection, 
the communicator responds in the opposite way. When one is dominating, others obey it; 
when he is argumentative, the other is silent; when he maintains, others accept it.  



In the learning process, interaction patterns can occur between teachers and students, 
between the students, students and learning resources, and students and the environment. 
Furthermore, the circle of relationships between communicators is what builds communication 
interactions. Anwar stated that learning will create a two-way communication pattern. In this 
situation, the teacher and students can change their position as an element of communication. 
The teachers can sometimes become a communicators and the students become 
communicants, but under other conditions it can be the opposite [2], [3], [8], [19]. 

The research findings are one of the preparations that can be used to deal with the rapid 
flow of globalization in the revolution of industry 4.0 era. Through learning, the teacher is 
expected to be a model and example for students so that eventually they are expected to be 
prepared in such a way as to be able to compete and collaborate well through effective 
communication. Learning that refers to the concept of two-way communication is ‘the 
relationship of sending and receiving messages between communicators and communicants' in 
the learning process‘ the relationship of sending and receiving messages between elements of 
learning: teacher-student, student-teacher, and student-student [18]. 

 
3.2. The Importance of Power Distance in Students’ Social Skills 

 Two-way learning has mutual relationship between teachers and students and between the 
students without any distance that the teacher is considered someone who is frightening and 
tends to dominate learning. Power distance teaches students to get their rights to get the 
comfort and effectiveness from the teacher or others. Their position is not considered lower 
than others. Likewise, they do not have power and control over each other even in 
collaborative activities in groups. The group leader is not the most dominating object in the 
group, but each other gets the same right to express ideas, opinions, suggestions, and 
criticisms in the learning process. 

The existence of students without a gap between students and teachers, students one with 
other students is part of the power distance to learning in the industrial revolution 4.0. On the 
one hand, we need to know students experience the development stage as the next generation 
towards the conditions expected in the industrial revolution 4.0. According to Mannheim, 
generation is a group consisting of individuals who have similarities in the age range and 
experience important historical events in the same time period. Tapscott in his book entitled 
"Grown Up Digital" divides the demographics of the American population into several 
generations of groups as follows: 

a. The Baby Boom (born between 1946 – 1964). 
b. The Baby Bust or Generation X (born between 1965 – 1976). 
c. The Millennial or Generation Y (born between 1977 – 1997). 
d. Generation Net or Generation Z (born between 1998 and now). 

Mc Crindle added that after generation Y in 2010, the Alpha generation was born. All the 
generations are combined and described in the following chart  [20]. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

Chart 1. Time Line Generation 

Current student development is in the Alpha Genes zone that measures student 
involvement in critical, creative, innovative learning processes. The learning of the Alpha 
Genes zone is through Power distance in two-way communication.  Two-way communication 
is the answer of the existence of the revolution of industry 4.0 to strengthen teachers in 
implementing innovative learning in improving students' social skills. Although the industrial 
revolution 4.0 is focused more on the digital learning process, social skills also become the 
main key to being able to maintain the students’ social skill aspect. Teacher's efforts through 
improving innovative learning include life-based learning (LBL) to prepare students who are 
ready to face the challenges of their time. The student identity is established as a complete 
human being who has capabilities with continuous development pattern. Life-based learning is 
the process of acquiring knowledge and skills, understanding the nature of life, being skilled at 
solving problems in life, and living a balanced and harmonious life. Life-based learning puts 
forward the concept that learning from life is real learning [21] [22]. 

 

4. CONCLUSION 

The involvement of student and teacher activeness does not take the rights of each other to 
get the opportunity to build their own knowledge so as to gain deep understanding. This leads 
to Hofstede's principle of power distance which means that there is no gap or distance that 
differentiates one to another between teacher’s rights and student’s rights in the classroom 
learning process. There is no distance between the teacher and students and students with 
students in the classroom learning that has socially educative interaction. This is the main 
challenge and task of the teacher in harmonizing the development of the revolution of industry 
4.0 in classroom learning. 
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