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Abstract. The ability of childbirth from an early age needs to be done by the 

Special Family Environment of both parents. However, not all parents are able to 

get used to reading from an early age. In Banyumas Regency, Indonesian, parents 

/ guardians of students provide accountability for the ability to read and write on 

the part of the school. This research aimed to describe study the role of principals 

in literacy culture in elementary schools. The research method used is a qualitative 

research method using phenomenology. Data analysis was carried out by field 

observations and interviews with principals and teachers. The results obtained by 

carrying out this research were principals who collected important information in 

the children's literacy culture at school. Based on the field survey, the school 

principal cooperates with the teacher in the class to encourage students to want to 

and get used to reading and making written works. Students can make short stories 

and poems in accordance with the abilities of students.  
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1. INTRODUCTION 

Education when facing a critical challenge, namely child literacy education in the face of 

increasingly advanced digital culture [1]. Therefore, this challenge needs to be addressed by 

encouraging children to have an interest in reading and can choose the right information. Interest 

in children's reading can occur first from the family environment [2]. If both parents support 

and familiarize early on, parents have an interest in reading at home and in the school 

environment. The basic skills that need to be developed by children are reading and writing. 

Taking the perspective of Andalusian families in practice in the family environment, they are 

not aware of their role in literacy efforts by their children, as a result families often do not pay 

attention to various literacy cultures especially in literacy practices at home [3]. Literacy 

activities are related to reading and writing activities. Reading is a person's mental process or 

effective learning activities for a person to be able to improve his ability to think critically, 

develop new and different perspectives, and be able to interpret events and situations to be faced 

[4]. Knowledge and understanding of reading skills is one of the most important and most 

significant academic tasks performed by students during elementary school [5]. In addition, 

support from teachers and principals, facilities at the school also determine the child to be able 

to like reading books. Support from parents can be in the form of providing reading books at 
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home according to the needs and characteristics of children, such as storytelling books (tales), 

and books that are liked.  

The principal needs to have a strategy in managing activities and activities carried out by the 

school. However, establishing a decision to carry out activities in accordance with planned 

procedures is not an easy matter to implement [6]. As happened in the African and American 

environment, based on research for literacy activities there needs to be a solid relationship 

between family and teachers, this happens so that the teacher knows the family condition of 

each environment and seeks to analyze and determine strategies for practicing literacy culture 

in school [7]. The most important indicator in the early development of students in elementary 

school is children's reading ability [8]. Reading and writing activities can be regarded as literacy 

activities. Literacy is the ability to process information and knowledge as a basis for everyday 

skills. Basic skills in literacy, will be used by someone in basic education for life. Behavior of 

children at an early age needs special attention in an effort to improve achievement, therefore 

support from the school environment and family plays an important role in literacy activities 

[9]. If the family environment supports literacy activities, then the child begins to be interested 

and accustomed to reading and writing. Literacy activities are currently applied in schools 

because this activity contributes in several ways that regulate how children can obtain new 

vocabulary in language and communicate with their social environment [10]. Habituation and 

formation of related information about information literacy, information culture, and media 

literacy in Russia, like other countries in the world that have been implemented for years [11]. 

Basically a culture of literacy especially in children if applied continuously will increase their 

reading interest. 

 

2. METHOD 

This study uses descriptive qualitative data collection techniques and interviews and 

observations in one of the elementary schools in Banyumas Regency. The use of this method is 

to describe the role of the school principal in child literacy habituation activities in elementary 

school. The interviewees who denied this research were principals and classroom teachers as 

sources of information for data collection activities. In addition, observations are carried out 

when literacy activities take place. Literacy activities at this school were carried out during the 

last study hours. The students observed are second class. Literacy activities are carried out at 

the last lesson with the reason that students in the discussion are not saturated with learning 

activities at the end. In addition, the concept of literacy activities is also carried out in the library. 

 

3. RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

Principals and teachers participate in literacy culture in schools by reading books that suit 

their interests. For example, reading religious books, health, lessons, and novels. The principal 

and teacher are examples of students, so they participate in carrying out these activities. The 

culture of literacy carried out at each school is different. One of the schools in Banyumas 

Regency has its own characteristics in applying its literacy power. The school principal 

coordinates with the teacher that the literacy culture is adjusted to the teacher in the class. The 

systematics of the principal in coordinating can be presented in the figure as follows. 
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  : coordination 

 

The reciprocal lines above illustrate that there is cooperation between the principal and the 

class teacher and means that after the culture of literacy is carried out if it has obstacles in its 

implementation, the class teacher provides a report on matters relating to these constraints. Then 

the line of coordination between class teachers and students has the understanding that the class 

teacher as a supervisor and informant related to the implementation of literacy in the classroom. 

The concept of literacy culture in one school in Banyumas Regency is that each class has its 

own schedule for literacy. This activity was carried out in the school library on the grounds that 

if carried out in the classroom children are easily bored and more likely to play. For example 

literacy culture at the second grade of elementary school is held on Thursday, 11:15 am when 

learning has finished. 

 

3.1. Principal as Supporting Literacy of Children in Schools 

 As leaders, principals have an important role in children's literacy culture especially in 

elementary schools. One of the supports from the principal is facilitating students with complete 

books in the library, book updates, and wall magazine corners. In addition, the principal 

provides information to students through the ceremony that literacy activities are very important 

to increase students' insight. 

The principal and teacher when the meeting coordinates the strategies that really need to be 

done so that the child has an interest in reading especially for the first to third graders of 

elementary school. The class teacher has a strategy of changing the method of activity, namely 

students are asked to read on their own, and read aloud by the class teacher. Even when the 

principal is given questions about the effectiveness of this literacy activity, the principal 

answers; 

"Yes, very effective. It even helps for first and second graders who can't read well. 

Indeed, there needs to be supervision and perseverance from each class teacher. I always 

coordinate with the teacher and ask how far the interest in reading students is until now." 

Then, the principal explained the positive impact on literacy activities in elementary schools. 

This impact is experienced when learning in class. Teacher convey that children are more active 

and their curiosity is higher than before. 

"The vocabulary of children is increasing, especially when I teach in the second grade. 

Children are enthusiastic during literacy hours, because children are allowed to choose 

books in the library, which is currently increasing." 

Literacy activities with reading and writing are one of the efforts to improve the information 

literacy culture. The reason is because with the presence of literacy activities in schools, 

especially children, they will get new information, especially books that children read not only 

in textbooks but other scientific books. Based on interviews with school principals and 

classroom teachers there are several impacts that are felt for the application of this literacy 

activity. The following will be described through the table. 

 

 



 

Table 1 Analysis of Application of Literacy Activities in Elementary Schools 

 Positive Impact of Literacy Activities Weaknesses of Literacy Activities 

Literacy 

Activities 

1. Generating interest in reading for 

children, for example with picture 

books so that children are willing 

to read. 

1. Some books that have been available 

are lost because the borrowing of 

students is not returned 

2. Helping teachers in the learning 

process, especially Indonesian, so 

students can read more smoothly 

2. Lack of supervision in borrowing 

books in the library or in the 

classroom 

3. Children can take the core story on 

the sentence in the book they have 

read. 

3. Students get bored easily 

 

Table 1, it is explained that the application of literacy culture in elementary schools has a 

positive impact that has the benefit of increasing interest in reading children in school. In 

addition to positive effects and weaknesses, another finding related to this application is that 

leadership carried out by principals uses transformational leadership models. Principals make 

efforts to improve the quality of teachers in schools, utilize existing resources and optimize the 

performance of teachers. In connection with the interview, the principal stated that every time 

there were obstacles and problems in literacy activities and other activities, the principal had a 

chat with the teachers about the problems that occurred and determined ways to overcome these 

problems. So that the teacher is involved directly in the decision to resolve a problem that occurs 

in the school environment. 

 

3.2. Children’s Literacy Culture in Elementary Schools 

Reading and writing activities can be regarded as literacy activities. Literacy is the ability to 

process information and knowledge as a basis for everyday skills. Basic skills in literacy, will 

be used by someone in basic education for life. Implementation in school, the teacher as one of 

the observers of the development of students has a high responsibility to ensure that these basic 

skills can be obtained effectively students begin to have an interest in reading [12]. The 

following is one of the literacy cultures in one of the Banyumas Regency Elementary Schools. 

  

 

 

 

Figure 1. One of the library 

bookshelves "Pelangi Pustaka" 

which is managed by elementary 

schools. 

 Figure 2. Students are carrying out 

literacy activities in the library by 

reading silently. 



Based on the survey, students in this elementary school were enthusiastic about the literacy 

culture that was applied in the school. One example can be seen in Figure 2. Figure 2 explains 

that children have a reading interest in school. Literacy culture does require perseverance and 

patience in carrying out it. If done consistently, it will get a positive impact from the 

implementation of this activity. Collaboration between school principals and teachers and 

school residents. Even this activity proves clearly that literacy has positive learning to encourage 

students to improve their abilities both in academic and non-academic. 

 

4. CONCLUSION 

      The habit of literacy culture especially in children in elementary school is one of the efforts 

to increase children's reading interest. Principals have an important role in the success of 

activities in schools, especially literacy activities. Policy and cooperation between principals 

and teachers for student discipline in reading has a positive impact on students. It is not easy to 

give understanding to students in elementary school about the importance of reading books. 

However, the discipline and perseverance carried out by the principal and the teacher will reap 

the rewards. As in the statement in the findings, that students have better language skills than 

before. Students can determine the core story of the book they have read. Class teachers need to 

have a strategy in increasing children's reading interest in literacy culture at school. Strategies 

that can be done, such as storytelling, involve children in learning written languages (writing 

stories), because stories can make the learning process of literacy more meaningful, especially 

accompanied by assistive media such as dolls in storytelling so that children can enjoy stories 

and easily understand the statement [13]. Then another strategy for the role of principals and 

teachers in the dissemination of each flag ceremony is one of the factors that attempts to make 

students aware of reading. But basically more research is needed to explore the factors that 

encourage interest in reading and writing in school [14]. In addition, the importance of literacy 

efforts for human resource development occurs in several countries, one of them being 

Malaysia. This is done because of the impact of sustainable globalization on the country's future 

and welfare [15]. Therefore, child literacy education needs to be done early so that an 

increasingly advanced era can be utilized by the next generation for its survival. 
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