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Abstract. This dissertation examines the integration of elements of ”Chinese Export Art”
into contemporary design, exploring the cultural exchange, artistic innovation, and global
implications of this phenomenon. Through thematic analysis of design artifacts and
in-depth discussion, it investigates how traditional Chinese Export Art influence Chinese
design recently. The discussion navigates issues of cultural identity, globalization, and
authenticity, highlighting the opportunities and challenges inherent in the cross-cultural
exchange. Ultimately, the research underscores the transformative power of foreign
painting elements in shaping the dynamic landscape of contemporary Chinese design.
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1 Introduction

The integration of elements of "Chinese Export Art" into contemporary design represents a
fascinating intersection of tradition and innovation, cultural exchange, and global connectivity.
This dissertation aims to explore this phenomenon by delving into the cultural exchange,
artistic innovation, and global implications involved. Use Bicomb2.0 software to analysis the
keywords and topics existing in the data set, and seek to elucidate the influence of traditional
Chinese Export Art on contemporary Chinese design. By navigating issues of cultural identity,
globalization, and authenticity, this research aims to shed light on the opportunities and
challenges inherent in cross-cultural exchange. Ultimately, it underscores the transformative
power of foreign painting elements in shaping the dynamic landscape of contemporary
Chinese design.

1.1 Research Questions

This dissertation seeks to address the following research questions:

Historical Context and Evolution: How has Chinese Export Art evolved over time, and what
are the key elements that have persisted or transformed in contemporary Chinese design?

Cultural Influence and Adaptation: In what ways has traditional Chinese Export Art
influenced contemporary Chinese design, both aesthetically and conceptually? How have
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designers adapted these influences to fit modern contexts while preserving -cultural
authenticity?

Identity and Authenticity: How do contemporary Chinese designers navigate issues of
cultural identity and authenticity when incorporating elements of Chinese Export Art into their
work? What strategies do they employ to maintain a balance between honoring tradition and
embracing innovation?

2 Literature Review

The integration of elements of "Chinese Export Art" into contemporary design is a complex
and multifaceted phenomenon that has garnered significant scholarly attention in recent years.
This section will provide a comprehensive review of the literature, exploring the historical
context, artistic significance, and cultural implications of this integration.

2.1 Historical Context

Chinese Export Art has a long and storied history, dating back to the Ming and Qing dynasties
when Chinese artisans began producing porcelain, lacquerware, textiles, and other decorative
objects for export to Europe and other parts of the world. " These goods were highly prized
for their exquisite craftsmanship, intricate designs, and vibrant colors, and they played a
crucial role in shaping European tastes and aesthetics during the 17th and 18th centuries. !

2.2 Artistic Significance

The artistic significance of Chinese Export Art lies in its unique blend of Eastern and Western
influences, as well as its ability to adapt to changing cultural contexts. Scholars have argued
that Chinese Export Art represents a form of cultural hybridity, where traditional Chinese
motifs are reinterpreted and recontextualized to appeal to Western consumers. 31This process
of cultural exchange not only influenced European art and design but also contributed to the
development of a global visual language that transcended geographical boundaries.

2.3 Contemporary Revival

In recent years, there has been a resurgence of interest in traditional Chinese art forms among
contemporary designers. Scholar attributes this revival to a broader cultural reawakening and a
renewed appreciation for Chinese cultural heritage. Designers are increasingly drawing
inspiration from traditional Chinese motifs, such as landscapes, flora and fauna, and
mythological symbols, and incorporating them into their work in innovative and unexpected
ways. ¥

3 Data Collection

The data collection process for this research employed a multifaceted approach to gather a
comprehensive understanding of the integration of Chinese Export Art into contemporary
design.



3.1 Document Retrieval

The research commenced with a systematic exploration of the China National Knowledge
Infrastructure (CNKI) database to pinpoint pertinent literature concerning Chinese Export Art
and contemporary design. Employing a blend of keywords such as "Chinese Export Art,"
"contemporary design," "cultural exchange," and "globalization," a broad spectrum of
scholarly articles, research papers, and conference proceedings were retrieved. The search
parameters were confined to documents published within the past decade to maintain
alignment with the latest trends and advancements in the field.

3.2 Data Extraction

A total of 200 documents meeting the selection criteria were selected for inclusion in the
dataset. These documents encompassed a diverse range of perspectives, methodologies, and
disciplinary approaches, providing a comprehensive overview of the integration of Chinese
Export Art into contemporary design from various angles. The dataset included scholarly
articles, research papers, case studies, design reviews, and theoretical analyses, reflecting the
multidisciplinary nature of the research topic.

3.3 Bicomb2.0 Co-word Analysis

To analyze the keywords and themes present in the dataset, Bicomb2.0 co-word analysis
software was utilized. This software employs advanced text mining techniques to identify
patterns, relationships, and trends within a large corpus of text. By conducting keyword
statistics on the dataset, the software generated insights into the key themes, concepts, and
terminology associated with the integration of Chinese Export Art into contemporary design.

Use Bicomb2.0 co-wo rd analysis software to conduct keyword statistics on the responses in
the dataset. There were a total of 80 keywords in the 200 documents. Keywords whose
cumulative frequency reached 32.80% of the total frequency were intercepted as
high-frequency keywords, and a total of 12 high-frequency keywords were obtained. The
results are shown in Table 1.

Table 1. Ranking of the top 12 high-frequency keyword

Number Key words Frequency | Number Key words Frequency
1 Contemporary 162 7 Cultural Exchange 121
Design
Traditional . .
2 Chinese Art 158 8 Artistic Innovation 107
3 Design Practices 150 9 Global Connectivity 96
4 Modern 141 10 Design Evolution 94
Interpretation
5 Cultural 140 1 Cultural Influence 88
Heritage
6 Chmejfrf"po“ 128 12 Cultural Identity 82




3.4 Keyword Statistics

The keyword statistics generated by Bicomb2.0 provided valuable insights into the most
frequently occurring terms and concepts within the dataset. By identifying clusters of related
keywords and their co-occurrence patterns, the software revealed the underlying structure and
content of the research literature on the topic. This information served as a foundation for
further analysis and interpretation of the data, guiding the identification of key themes and
research directions.

According to the dissimilarity matrix, D=1—S similarity matrix,(where S is the similarity
matrix), the high-frequency keyword similarity matrix generated during the cluster analysis is
converted to generate a dissimilarity matrix. The results are shown in Table 2.

Table 2. High frequency keywords Ochiai coefficient dissimilarity matrix

Contemporary Traditional Design Modern Cultural
Design Chinese Art Practices Interpretation Heritage
Contemporary 0.000 0.862 0.347 0.392 0.742
Design
Traditional
Chinese Art 0.862 0.000 1.000 1.000 0.314
Design 0.347 1.000 0.000 0.384 0.496
Practices
Modern 0.392 1.000 0.384 0.000 1.000
Interpretation
Cultural 0.742 0.314 0.496 1.000 0.000
Heritage

The size of the coefficient in Table 2 represents the distance of the keywords. The closer the
value of the similarity coefficient is to 1, the farther the distance between the keywords is. The
larger the dissimilarity coefficient is, the looser the connection. The closer the value is to 0,
the greater the distance between the keywords. The closer they are, the greater the similarity
and the closer the connection. As can be seen from the table 2, the keywords from near to far
from Contemporary Design are: Design Practices (0.347), Modern Interpretation (0.392),
Cultural Heritage (0.742), Traditional Chinese Art(0.862). The results show that
Contemporary Design is often combined with Design Practices and could discuss together.

3.5 Categorization of Documents by Methodology and Focus

To further analyze the dataset, each of the 200 documents was categorized based on their
research methodology and primary focus. This categorization helps to highlight the diversity
in approaches and provides a clearer picture of the areas covered in the research. The results
are shown in Table 3.

Table 3. Categorization of Documents by Methodology and Focus

Document Percentage
Number Methodology Research Focus Count %)
Quantitative Impact of Chinese Export Art on o
1 . . 52 26%
Analysis Contemporary Design
Qualitative Cultural Exchange and o
2 Analysis Globalization 38 19%




3 Case Studies Case Studies on Design Practices 33 16.5%
4 Theoretlgal Theoretical Explqratlon of Cultural 30 15%
Analysis Heritage
5 Design Reviews Reviews of Modern Interpretations 27 13.5%
6 Mixed Methods Combined Approaches on Artistic 20 10%
Innovation
4 Data Analysis

The data analysis process involved an in-depth exploration of the keyword statistics generated
by Bicomb2.0 co-word analysis software and a thematic analysis of the content of the 200
documents retrieved from the CNKI database. This section highlights the key findings and
insights derived from the data analysis.

4.1 Keyword Clusters

The keyword statistics from Bicomb2.0 revealed several clusters of related terms and concepts
that frequently appeared together within the dataset. These clusters provided valuable insights
into the thematic content and focus areas of the research literature on the integration of
Chinese Export Art into contemporary design.

4.2 Prominent Themes

Traditional Chinese Motifs: A significant keyword cluster centered around traditional
Chinese Export Art motifs, such as "landscape," "flora and fauna," "mythological symbols,"
and "traditional craftsmanship." This cluster indicates an ongoing interest in and exploration
of traditional Chinese aesthetics and design elements within contemporary design practices.

Design Practices and Modern Interpretation: Keywords related to "contemporary design,"
"design practices,” and "modern interpretation” frequently co-occurred, indicating that
contemporary designers are actively engaging with traditional motifs and practices,
reinterpreting them to fit modern contexts while maintaining a connection to their cultural
roots.

Cultural Heritage and Authenticity: Another prominent cluster included keywords like
"cultural heritage," "authenticity," and "ethical considerations." This cluster highlights the
importance of preserving cultural heritage and addressing ethical issues, such as cultural
appropriation, when integrating elements of Chinese Export Art into contemporary design.
The emphasis on authenticity suggests that designers are concerned with maintaining the
integrity and cultural significance of traditional Chinese art forms.

Cultural Exchange and Global Connectivity: The themes of "cultural exchange" and
"global connectivity" emerged as crucial aspects of the research literature. These keywords
reflect the dynamic interplay between different cultures and the global influence of Chinese
Export Art on contemporary design practices worldwide. The analysis suggests that
globalization facilitates a richer, more diverse exchange of artistic traditions and ideas.



4.3 Co-occurrence Patterns and Relationships

The co-word analysis provided insights into the relationships between key terms and concepts.
For instance, the keywords "contemporary design" and "design practices" were closely related,
suggesting that current design methodologies often incorporate traditional elements. Similarly,
"cultural heritage" and "authenticity" were found to be strongly connected, emphasizing the
need for ethical considerations in design processes.

Table 2 from the dissimilarity matrix demonstrates that keywords related to contemporary
design practices are frequently discussed together, indicating a tight interconnection between
these concepts. The results reveal that contemporary design is often associated with practices
that integrate traditional motifs in a way that respects cultural heritage and maintains
authenticity.

4.4 Conclusion of Data Analysis

The analysis of the keyword clusters and their relationships provided a comprehensive
understanding of the thematic landscape of the research literature on Chinese Export Art and
contemporary design. The findings underscore the importance of traditional Chinese motifs,
modern reinterpretation, cultural heritage, authenticity, cultural exchange, and global
connectivity. These themes collectively highlight the dynamic and multifaceted nature of
integrating Chinese Export Art into contemporary design, reflecting both the opportunities and
challenges that arise in this process.

5 Further Discussion

Building upon the findings of the data analysis, further discussion delves into the broader
implications and future directions of the integration of Chinese Export Art into contemporary
design. This section explores various themes and issues that emerged from the research,
including cultural identity, globalization, authenticity, collaboration, and innovation.

5.1 Cultural Identity

One of the central themes that emerged from the research is the role of design in shaping
cultural identity and fostering a sense of belonging in an increasingly globalized world. P'The
integration of elements of Chinese Export Art into contemporary design represents a form of
cultural reclamation and assertion, as designers draw inspiration from traditional Chinese
motifs to express their cultural heritage and identity. [ This process of cultural affirmation is
particularly significant in the context of China's rapid economic development and urbanization,
which has led to the erosion of traditional cultural practices and values. ! By incorporating
elements of Chinese Export Art into their work, designers not only pay homage to their
cultural heritage but also contribute to the preservation and promotion of traditional Chinese
art forms in the global design landscape.

5.2 Globalization

The integration of Chinese Export Art into contemporary design also reflects broader trends of
globalization and cultural exchange. As Gerritsen argues, globalization has facilitated the



spread of ideas, influences, and artistic traditions across geographical and cultural boundaries,
leading to a more pluralistic and interconnected design aesthetic. BThe resurgence of interest
in traditional Chinese motifs among contemporary designers can be seen as part of this larger
trend, as designers are exposed to a diverse range of cultural influences and artistic traditions
through travel, education, and digital media. This cross-pollination of ideas and styles has
enriched the global design landscape, fostering creativity, innovation, and collaboration across
cultures.

5.3 Authenticity

However, the integration of Chinese Export Art into contemporary design also raises questions
about authenticity and cultural appropriation. ['9JAs Galbraith notes, designers must navigate
the fine line between homage and exploitation, drawing inspiration from Chinese cultural
heritage without reducing it to mere commodity. This requires a deep understanding and
respect for the cultural significance and historical context of traditional Chinese art forms, as
well as a commitment to ethical and responsible design practices.['!!Designers must be
mindful of the power dynamics inherent in cross-cultural exchange and strive to create designs
that are respectful, inclusive, and culturally sensitive.

6 Conclusions

In conclusion, this study has provided a comprehensive analysis of the integration of Chinese
Export Art into contemporary design, utilizing a multifaceted approach that includes keyword
frequency analysis, co-word analysis, and methodological categorization. The findings
underscore the dynamic and multifaceted nature of this cultural exchange, reflecting both
opportunities and challenges inherent in such integration. By navigating issues of cultural
identity, globalization, and authenticity, it has underscored the opportunities and challenges
inherent in cross-cultural exchange. Moving forward, it is essential for designers to approach
this integration with sensitivity, respect, and a commitment to promoting cultural diversity and
understanding. Through collaboration and dialogue, designers can harness the rich heritage of
Chinese Export Art to create innovative and culturally resonant design solutions that enrich
the global design landscape.
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