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Abstract. This study aims to determine students' understanding after the application of the 
case study method in the topic of Extraordinary Crimes. This research is pre-experimental 
research with the design of one group pre-test and post-test. Thirty seven students of 
Universitas Negeri Makassar majoring at Elementary School Teacher Education Study 
Program actively participated in this research. The research gathered data in the form of 

the test result of the students both in the pre-test and post-test. The data were collected by 
using test, observation, and interview techniques. The study suggests that the application 
of the case method is able to improve students' understanding of extraordinary crimes. The 
Effectiveness of case study method is seen from the results of the pretest and posttest by 
using the Paired test Samples T-Test with the help of SPSS 24.0 for windows. The analysis 
results obtained the value of Sig. (2-tailed) is equal to 0.000 or less than 0.05, so it can be 
suggested that there is a significant difference between learning outcomes in pre-test and 
post-test. 
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1   Introduction 

Laws are created and enacted by humans with the aim of creating a safe and peaceful society 

[1]. If a legal law has been promulgated, then as a juridical consequence, everyone is considered 

to know about the law and in Indonesia it is in the State Gazette of the Republic of Indonesia. 

In fact, not everyone knows about the law [2], [3]. The heterogeneous Indonesian society which 

consists of a variety of different cultures and is spread throughout the territory of the Unitary 
State of the Republic of Indonesia, of course, cannot be separated from its different backgrounds 

[4], [5]. One of the influencing factors is the educational background of each individual. 

Regarding the law, the public must be aware of the forms of crime. In particular, there are 

forms of crimes which are categorized as extraordinary crimes, i.e., terrorism, drugs, and 

corruption that have an impact on the destruction of a nation [6], [7]. This crime is systematic 

and has a strong network so that it can influence anyone to be involved in it. Therefore, it is 

necessary to strengthen so that people are not easily influenced by these three crimes. 

Given the dangers of these three forms of crimes, the community, including students in 

universities, need to be given knowledge and understanding in the context of one of which is a 

form of prevention. However, students particularly in Elementary School Teacher Education 

Program often find difficulty in understanding the law especially the extraordinary crimes. It is 

seen by a discussion result that they have lack of basic knowledge about the extraordinary 
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crimes. Therefore, a method of learning is needed to make the students able to easily know and 

understand the law about these three forms of extraordinary crimes. 
One of the learning methods which is rarely applied to increase understanding is case study 

method. It is a method in which a case or a problem is discussed to find the solution which 

allows students to analyze and make decisions [8]. Therefore, the authors are interested to 

undertake a study entitled Improving Students' Knowledge and Understanding in Preventing the 

Danger of Extraordinary Crimes with Case Study Methods. 

Terrorism here is seen as the behavior of crime and violence at random targets, not tied to 

the perpetrators which results in damage, death, fear, uncertainty and hopelessness in society. 

[9], [10]. Terrorist behavior aims to force choices to parties that are considered contradictory, 

so that their will is acknowledged. Terrorist activities are not only driven by political interests 

but also the beliefs of the perpetrators. This behavior is the enemy of every country around the 

world. Narcotics are characterized by the words narcose or narcosis (in English), and narke or 
narkam (in Greek) which means lulling and anesthesia. Narcotics can relieve pain and can cause 

fainting effects. This is also commensurate with the definition recognized in the Big Indonesian 

Dictionary that narcotics are considered as drugs that can calm the nerves, relieve pain, cause 

drowsiness [11]–[13]. According to medical terms, narcotics are drugs that can relieve 

especially aches and pains that come from the visceral area or the tools of the chest and 

abdominal cavities. It can also cause a stupor or prolonged stupor in a conscious state and cause 

addiction. What is meant by Narcotics in [14], [15] is Papever Plants, Raw Opium, Cooked 

Opium, such as Opium, Jicing, Jicingko, Medicinal Opium, Morphine, Coca Plants, Coca 

Leaves, Raw Cocaine, Ecgonina, Cannabis Plants, Cannabis Damar, or its derivatives from 

morphine and cocaine. It can be concluded, Narcotics are drugs or substances that can calm 

nerves, cause unconsciousness, or anesthesia, relieve pain, cause drowsiness, stupor, and 

addiction, and are stipulated by the Minister of Health. as a drug [14]. 
From a legal perspective, the definition of corruption has been clearly explained in 13 

articles in Law No. 31 year 1999 which has been amended by concerning the Eradication of 

Corruption Crimes. Based on these articles, corruption is formulated into 30 forms of 

corruptions. These articles explain in detail the actions that can be subject to criminal sanctions 

due to corruption. In addition to these forms of corruption crimes, there are other criminal acts 

related to corruption as stipulated in Law No. 31 of 1999 jo. UU no. 20 of 2001. Types of crimes 

related to corruption are as follows: 1) Obstructing the process of examining corruption cases; 

2) Do not give information or provide information that is not true; 3) Banks that do not provide 

information on the suspect's account; 4) Witnesses or experts who do not provide information 

or give false information; 5) The person holding the secret of the position does not provide 

information or provide false information; and 6) Witness who reveals the identity of the 
informer. 

2   Method 

This study applied pre-experimental research using a one group pretest post-test design. 

There was one class that was set as an experimental class of which case study method was 

applied. Before applying learning with the method, students were given pretest to see their initial 

abilities. After carrying out the learning, students were given post-test to find out the influence 

of the case study method. The effectiveness of the method would be seen from the difference in 

the average score of the pre-test and that of post-test. The population in this study were all 

students majoring at Elementary School Teacher Education in Universitas Negeri Makassar. 

The sample is one class consisting of 37 students which was taken using a random sampling 



 

 

 

 

technique with the assumption, they all have the same discipline and never learn specifically 

about the law. The data collected in this study are the test results of the students both in the pre-
test and the post-test which were analyzed using SPSS through Paired samples T-test. The 

scoring guidelines of the understanding of extraordinary crimes were determined based on the 

aspect of understandings i.e., restating a concept, classifying a case according to the types of the 

crime, and giving examples and non-examples of the crime.  

The score (S) of the understanding of the extraordinary crimes used in this study 

followed the rules as follows: 

𝑆 =
the actual score

the ideal score
 

Where the actual score is the score obtained by a student and the ideal score is the 

maximum score based on the scoring rubric. The Categories of Understanding Level is shown 

in the Table 1. 

Table 1. The Categories of Understanding based on the Score Interval 

Interval Level of Understanding 

61-100 

31-60 
0-30 

High 

Middle 
Low 

 

3   Results and Discussion 

  

The first activity is giving the students a pre-test in the topic of extraordinary crimes. The 

test consists of a set of question measuring the indicators of the understanding from Wardhani 

(2008). Then, the case study method is implemented by giving the students many references 
e.g., web-based information, books, and journals related to the extraordinary crimes particularly 

about terrorism, drug, and corruption, grouping them into some groups, giving them a case to 

present, asking them to present and give a solution, and making discussion. After that, the 

students are given a post-test in the topic of extraordinary crimes. The results of the pre-test and 

the post-test are shown in the Table 2. 

Table 2. The Pre-Test and the Post-Test Results 

Descriptive Statistics 

 N Minimum Maximum Mean Std. 

Deviation 

Pre-test 

Post-test 

Valid N (listwise) 

37 

37 

37 

18 

26 

78 

88 

46,91 

61,08 

19,8 

17,3 

 

Based on the information obtained in the Table 1, the mean of the pretest results and posttest 

of 46.91 and 61.08 with a standard deviation of 19,8 in the pretest results and 17,3 in the posttest. 
scores the highest pretest and posttest scores are respectively 78 and 88, while the lowest scores 

for pretest and posttest are respectively 18 and 26. The levels of the students’ understanding in 

the topic of the extraordinary crimes both in the pre-test and the post-test in the term of the 

Percentage are respectively shown in the Table 3 and the Table 4. 

Table 3. The Students’ Understanding Percentage in Each Level of the Pre-Test 

Interval The Number of Students Percentage Level 

61-100 7 18,9% High 



 

 

 

 

31-60 

0-30 

14 

16 

37,8% 

43,2% 

Middle 

Low 

 

Table 4. The Students’ Understanding Percentage in Each Level of the Post-Test 

Interval The Number of Students Percentage Level 

61-100 
31-60 

0-30 

19 
14 

4 

51,3% 
37,8% 

10.8% 

High 
Middle 

Low 

 

Based on the Table 3 and the Table 4, it can be seen that the students with high category in 

the posttest strongly outnumbers that of in the pre-test with the ratio of the percentage 51,3:18,9. 

The students with the low category significantly decrease from the pre-test to the post-test.  

Before applying Paired Samples T-Test, the test of normality is undertaken. The data both 

in the pre-test and the post-test respectively satisfies normality with sig. 0,347 and 0,231 and 

the lower bound of the true significance are 0,2 and 0,15. The results of the Paired Samples T-

Test can be seen in the Table 5. 

 
Table 5. The Result of The Paired Sample T-Test 

 

  Mean Std. 
Deviation 

Std. 
Error 
Mean 

95% Confidence 
Interval 

t df Sig. (2-
tailed) 

Lower Upper    

Pair 1 PreTest - 

PostTest 

-14.16 9.41 1.54 -17.30 -11.02 -9.147 36 .000 

 

The test results show the value of Sig.(2-tailed) equal to 0.000 or less than 0.05 so that it 

can be concluded that there is a significant difference between the post-test and the pre-test. 

Thus, it can be concluded that the application of case study method is effective in improving the 

understanding of the students.  

 

4   Conclusion 
 

Based on the findings, it can be drawn a conclusion that application of case study method 

is effective in improving the understanding of the students. The case study method brings the 

comprehensiveness in the learning that students not only learn about the theories about the 

extraordinary crimes but also study deeply about many cases, make analysis, and try to find the 

solution 
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