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Abstract The existence of folklore as oral literature has been potentially 

eliminated of students. Student interest in learning and preserving has decrease. 

However, folklore as a cultural wealth of nations contains of noble values that 

should be inherited and preserved to the younger generation. The problem in 

this research is how to optimize folklore in literary learning as supporter of 

cultural literacy among students. The research method is a qualitative 

descriptive. The data of this study are folklore from Kudus. The data collection 

techniques and the research instruments are interview guides, observation sheets, 

data cards, and documentation files. The data analysis technique was carried out 

by qualitative techniques, namely reduction, data processing, data presentation, 

and conclusion. The introduction and preservation of folklore can be conducted 

by optimizing in literary learning as a learning resource. This optimization can 

be a reinforcement of the younger generation character and cultural literacy 

(reading and writing). This condition focuses on the declining of cultural 

literacy of students. Folklore as a fictional story can be presented with 

interesting language and not boring so that it can foster readers’ interest to write 

and read. The strengthening of cultural literacy begins with having interest in 

reading then continues with writing. Thus, the optimizing of folklore is needed 

especially in the literary learning as a supporter of cultural literacy for young 

generations who are superior, creative and innovative. 
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1. Introduction 

Folklore as oral literature has great potential to be eliminated or even extinct from the 

community if no one learns or preserves it. This condition can also be found among students. 

Many students know folklore that developed in Indonesia. In fact, if it is examined deeply, 

folklore contains noble values that should be inherited and preserved to future generations, 

especially for adolescents. The existence of moral values in folklore is expected to be able to 

bring up positive values for the reader, so students are considerate to problems related to 

social life and encourage to have good behavior [1]. Folklore values contribute greatly in 

maintaining the continuity of community life, supporting good personalities and characters, 

and can strengthen national cultural resilience.  
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The crucial role of folklore in character building is not yet in line with its existence in the 

community, especially among students. Folklore still gets minimal portions and 

underestimated. Thus, it is needed the optimizing among students by integrating it in literature 

learning. This optimization can be implemented by using folklore as a learning resource or 

teaching material in literature learning. 

Literature learning can encourage the learning community to maintain traditional values, 

cultural identity, and the local knowledge accumulation that is expected to grow, develop, and 

interact with energy intake from external sources [2]. The statement provides reinforcement 

that literature learning teaches about cultural values which are being the national identity that 

is also contained in folklore. Thus, folklore has the potential to be optimized in literature 

learning. In addition to be a strengthener of the nation, folklore can also be optimized as a 

literacy culture strengthener. The problem of literacy in Indonesia is still being a big problem 

that must be immediately overcome and resolved with appropriate solutions. Literature 

learning still gets a low portion, especially in literature learning. This condition correlates with 

the low quality of literature learning so that it has an impact on the decline of literacy culture 

among students. Strengthening literacy should be revived because someone who is capable in 

literacy is not only able to read and write but will also support someone to think critically [3]. 

Literature learning has great potential to strengthen literacy culture because literary texts 

tend to be interesting to read or write if it is compared to linguistic texts [4]. Likewise, folklore 

that can be enjoyed with oral expressions with the right style, expression, rhythm, and tone 

that will be able to bring literature more expressive for the audience. Although folklore as oral 

literature, but it will actually be interesting to write. If folklore has been inventoried or used as 

a learning resource, it can also be an interesting material to read. The use of folklore as 

teaching material in the literature learning will be able to arouse the audience interest to write 

and read it. Based on these problems, it is urgent to implement the optimizing of folklore in 

literature learning as a strengthener of literacy culture, especially for the next generation of the 

nation.  

2. Research Method 

The research method used is descriptive qualitative research. The data of this research are 

folklore from Kudus, Jepara, and Demak. The data collection techniques are interview, 

observation, note taking, and documentation. The instruments used are interview guides, 

observation sheets, data cards, and documentation files. The data analysis technique was 

carried out by using qualitative techniques, namely reduction, processing, presentation of the 

data, and conclusion. 

3. Results And Discussion 

3.1 Folklore 

Folklore is oral literature which is spread in a community and contains many values of life. 

Folklore is formed from the word of folk which means a group of people who have physical, 

social, and cultural identification characteristics so that they can be distinguished from other 

groups. While lore is a tradition. Folklore is a part of culture which is inherited orally only [5]. 



Folklore is a part of a collective culture, which is spread and inherited from generation to 

generation, by any type of collective, traditionally in different versions, both in oral form or in 

examples accompanied by gestures or mnemonic device. Folklore is a self reflection and 

human habit collectively, so by revealing folklore as well as looking for human identity [6]. In 

other words, folklore is a culture that is inherited to a group of people orally.  

Folklore can be divided into three major groups, namely oral folklore, partly verbal 

folklore, and nonverbal folklore [5]. Oral folklore is interpreted as purely oral folklore. The 

forms of this folklore including (a) folk speech such as accent, nickname, traditional position, 

and title of nobility; (b) traditional expressions, such as proverbs, sayings, and bywords; (c) 

traditional questions, such as puzzles; (d) folk poetry, such as poem, gurindam, and poetry; (e) 

folk prose stories, such as myths, legends, and fables; (f) people's songs. Partly oral folklore is 

interpreted as folklore that is formed by a mixture of verbal and non-verbal elements. The 

forms include beliefs, folk games, folk theater, folk dances, customs, ceremonies, folk parties, 

and others. Nonverbal folklore is defined as folklore in the form of nonverbal form, even 

though the method of its creation is taught orally. It can be concluded that the form of folklore 

is not verbal, but material and not material. Materials include folk architecture, handicrafts, 

food and drinks, and traditional medicines. On the other hand, those that are not material 

include traditional gestures, sound signals for public communication, and folk music.  

3.2 Folklore in Literature Learning 

Literature learning is actually part of Indonesian language and literature learning. To date, 

literature learning has not been able to take place to the maximum or in other words has not 

yet got a special impression of students. It is no wonder because most students are not all able 

to enjoy and understand literature more deeply.  

Literature is a fiction, a person's creation as an expression of his appreciation into the form 

of language [7]. As a literary work that use language as its media, literature is very priority 

and loyal to life, to humans, and to language [8]. However, there is another statement who 

stated that literature is not only the language used as its media, but literature is considered as a 

complex statement and knowledge about the world of writers and readers [9]. 

Literature has a big influence on people think about life. Good and bad, right and wrong, 

and the way of life of people and its nation [10]. In other words, literature is able to provide a 

variety of high value satisfaction, which is not obtained by other means [9]. However, the 

problem that occurs at this time is that not all literary works have been well known or even 

understood by the community. Literary works that develop and are close to local people's life 

are folklore. Each region developed folklore, but there are also many areas where the 

community did not know it. The type of folklore which is included as oral literature has the 

potential to disappear or extinct if it is not learned. Therefore, folklore needs to be revived and 

preserved by optimizing through literature learning.  

Literature learning can mechanically achieve learning abilities, namely affective, cognitive, 

and psychomotor abilities. Affective ability is a basic human ability related to someone’s 

emotional. Cognitive abilities are abilities of humans based on thought. Psychomotor ability is 

the ability to regulate the mental side to withstand various problems. These three abilities can 

simultaneously be found in the literature teaching [11]. 

Literature learning requires varied learning resources obtained from various sources, one 

of them is folklore. Folklore includes oral literature which contains cultural values as 

historical heritage from generation to generation. Folklore contains messages to be conveyed 

to the community in the form of meaning and function, values, and norms as well as local 

wisdom. Folklore can be explored through various local cultural wisdoms about the value of 



policy, honesty, fairness, togetherness, and others [6]. Thus, folklore can be used as an 

appropriate media to introduce and teach the values of life and culture to students.  

Foklor has four functions, namely (1) as a projective system such as a means of reflecting 

the imagination of a collective, (2) as a media of ratifying institutions and cultural institutions, 

(3) as an educational tool (pedagogical device), and (4) as a coercive and supervisory tool so 

that community norms will always be obeyed by their collective members [12]. The statement 

means that folklore has an important function in education. The learning resources in literature 

learning can be used in the content of folklore as a learning material. This is very helpful for 

students to be able to understand literature because there are many folklores that develop in 

the area where students live. 

Folklor as a learning resource in literature learning can stimulate the thoughts, feelings, 

attention, and individuals interest to be involved in the learning process. Folklore can 

represent the provision of information clearly and attractively from the messenger (lecturer) to 

the recipient of the message (students) so that the learning communication objectives can be 

achieved optimally. The use of folklore as a teaching material in literature learning also plays 

a role in preserving local culture by introducing folklore from the student's area and teaching 

the values and norms of life that come from the folklore story. This is based on the decrease of 

people interest of their own culture which is correlated with the decrease of the local culture 

spread to the young generation. Thus, folklore as a learning resource can play a role in 

preserving local wisdom and fostering students' interest of literature.  

2.3 Folklore as a Strengthener of Literacy Culture  

The big challenge currently faced by the Indonesian people is the decrease of the literacy 

culture among students. It can be seen in the difficulty of neglecting the oral tradition and 

entering the literacy tradition [13]. Some people prefer talking to writing, prefer listening to 

reading. Whereas, someone who is capable of literating is not only able to read and write but 

will also support someone to think critically [3]. 

Literacy (reading and writing) is also interpreted as the "heart" of education because in 

literacy it contains of information, science, and knowledge, as well as messages or values of 

noble life that are able to create personal character [3]. Literacy competence does not only 

cover reading and writing activities. Nowadays, literacy has a very broad meaning. Referring 

to the statement, literacy can be interpreted as the ability to read and write that is closely 

related to Indonesian language learning.  

Literature learning is more emphasized on the ability of information that refers to several 

activities, namely gathering information, processing information, and communicating 

information [14]. These activities can not be separated from reading and writing activities. 

Talking about literacy learning, Axford in [2] also said that one of the goals of literature 

learning is to help students to understand and find effective strategies in terms of reading and 

writing skills, including the ability to interpret complex text meanings in grammatical and 

syntactic structures. The purpose of literacy learning generally is to provide reading and 

writing skills for students as a form of real experience [14].  

Literature ability is an important ability that must be mastered by students in order to 

master competencies in other subjects. It is clear that literacy is not limited to cognitive 

abilities, but rather complex abilities because it includes social aspects, linguistic aspects, and 

psychological aspects. Literacy abilities can be developed by studying folklore in literature 

learning. Literature with the characteristics of its language that is pleasant to read and not 

boring can foster enthusiasm for its readers. The information and intention obtained by 

students from reading or writing folklore is important. 



The habit of studying folklore through reading and writing activities will familiarize 

students with literacy activities. This is based on the nature of literature that is interesting to 

read than reference books lectures. The joy of literary work is expected to be the beginning of 

increasing the interest for reading and writing activities which in turn develops the literacy 

culture among students.  

Efforts to habituate in literacy according to [14] are categorized into two, namely (1) 

habituation through the development or creation of literacy culture and (2) habituation through 

learning in various subjects. The purpose of the activity is the same, namely to increase the 

habit of reading and writing of students. However, on the other hand, there is a need for 

cooperation and support from the use of media and learning resources that are varied and 

adapted to the needs of students when the literature learning process occurs. 

4. Conclusion 

Folklore as oral literature has great potential to be eliminated or even extinct, so it must be 

inherited and preserved for the future generations. The values in folklore greatly contribute in 

maintaining the continuity of community life, creating a virtuous and charactered person, and 

can strengthen the resilience of national culture. The existence of folklore can be optimized in 

literature learning by using it as a learning resource. Folklore can stimulate the thoughts, 

feelings, attention, and interest of individuals to be involved in the learning process. In 

addition, the use of folklore also plays a role in preserving local culture and teaching values 

and norms of life. The habit of studying folklore with reading and writing activities will 

familiarize students with literacy activities. Literature is more interesting to read than lecture 

reference books. Thus, it is expected that the enjoyment of literary works can be the beginning 

of increasing interest for reading and writing activities which in turn develops literacy culture 

among students. 
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