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Abstract. Learning written language in primary school is still low.  This 

problem influence by teacher ability in written language learning. This study 

employed mixed method both quantitative and qualitative approaches. Semi-

structure interview was conducted in data gathering. Furthermore, the data 

were analyzed using qualitative analysis. The subjects of this study were six 

elementary school teachers, six elementary school supervisors, and six 

lecturers. Quantitative data was obtained through a questionnaire filled by 303 

elementary school teachers at grade 4, 5 and 6 in Padang, West Sumatra 

Province. The data were analyzed using quantitative descriptive analysis with 
Statistical Package for Social Science (SPSS) software. This study constructed 

a competency framework required to be mastered by teachers in written 

language learning in Indonesian subject in elementary school, namely 

competency of cognitive, affective and psychomotor aspects. 
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1. Introduction 

Language is used in various fields such as economics, law, politics, and education. In 

education, especially language education, the utilization of language is packaged in four 

language skills, namely listening, speaking, reading and writing. These four language skills 

serve as basis of language learning from elementary level up to university. Every learner is 

empowered to master these four skills. Therefore, instructors strive to improve the 

successfulness of language learning through the achievement of four language competencies, 
i.e. listening, speaking, reading and writing. 

Written language ability of Indonesian students was approximately 50%. Analyzing of 

student learning outcome in reading literacy through the International Study (PIRLS) in 2011 

found that students reading comprehension was still.  Literature states that reading is not a 

popular activity among students[1]. Reading is important in everyday life and problems would 

be occur if students do not have the reading skill, therefore reading is needed.  

Furthermore, reading is a basic language skill needed for academic and social life[2] [3]. It 

is the key to success and builds on the knowledge that allows individuals to be superior, better 

educated, and more intelligent[4]. Reading skill is foundation for success and contribute 

significantly to the improvement of cognitive skill, intellectual development, job success, 

career development, and the ability to respond to change[5]. Conversely, those who fail to 
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acquire adequate reading skill likely face some problems such as dropping out of school, 
unemployment, and low overall income[6]. 

Furthermore, students also have problem in writing. Research showed that   students’ learning 

outcomes to write rhymes are still low[7]. Other problems are difficulty in developing topic of 

essay and word choice. Also, students found difficulty in develop an idea and needed a long 

times to finish their writing[8]. Writing skill is very important in language teaching  in terms 

of ensuring proper communication for individuals to express himself, his thoughts and feelings 

accurately and clearly to the reader[9]. This skill is one of the goals of education that can be 

used in different social situations to show the complex intellectual activity because it is used 

as a means of formal communication[10, 11][12]. 

 There is still a lack of the ability of teachers in learning written language in school that  

can be seen from Teacher Competency Test nationally with an average of 42.7 (Kementerian 
Pendidikan Nasional, 2012) and Teacher Competency Test in 2015 was 44.5 and it was below 

the standard value of 75. It seems the competency of teachers in learning written language 

needs to be improved. Teachers who are competent in written language learning can make the 

learning process favored by students. Creative teachers can develop cognitive, affective, and 

psychomotor aspect proportionally. Therefore, the development of teacher competence in 

written language learning needs to be improved so that the learning objectives can be 

achieved.  This article aimed to describe the competencies required to be mastered by teacher 

in written language learning. 

2. Method 

This study employed a mixed approach that aimed to get the results of a comprehensive 

study. According to experts this research method was the approach taken by combining 

qualitative and quantitative approaches[13]. The method used was a method of sequential 

exploratory design. For qualitative approach, the data obtained through semi structure 

interviews. Interviews involved 18 respondents, consisting of six teachers, six elementary 

school supervisors, and six lecturers. For a quantitative approach, the data obtained from the 
questioner filled out by 303 teachers from grade 4,5 and 6 in Padang, West Sumatra Province, 

Indonesia. Questioner was constructed based on the results of the qualitative interviews that 

was used to identify the competencies that must be mastered by the teachers in Indonesian 

Language Subject. Questioner was analyzed using quantitative descriptive analysis with the 

software Statistical Package for Social Science (SPSS). 

3. Result and Discussion 

 Here are described the results of an analysis of the data obtained based on interviews with 

18 respondents. Based on the results of interviews showed that the necessary competence 

mastered by the teacher views on three aspects, namely cognitive, affective, and psychomotor. 

From the aspect of cognitive competencies teachers need to be mastered language skills theory 

that consisted of two sub-constructs, namely the nature of reading and writing; language skills 

learning method; language skills learning assessment; and reading skill. From the affective 

aspect, the competencies should be mastered by teacher seriousness and motivation in learning 

language skills. Furthermore, from psychomotor aspect, competencies should be mastered by 



 
 
 
 
 
 

teacher were writing skills, media utilizing skill, and implementing language skills learning 
skill. 

 Competencies aspects required to be mastered by teachers based on quantitative data 

analysis namely cognitive, affective, and psychomotor aspects.  The result of the regression 

analysis showed that all indicators in cognitive, affective, and psychomotor aspects contribute 

significantly to the written language learning competencies. Further, dominant aspect in this 

study was the cognitive aspect by contributing 89.7 per cent. Then psychomotor aspects with a 

contribution of 75.2 per cent. Finally, aspects of which at least contributed  was affective 

aspect because only gave 40.6 per cent or the competence of written language learning. 

 

Table 1. Results of Regression Analysis of Indicators Competency of Written Language 

Independent Variables B Standard 

Error 

T Significant 

Constant 42.868 4.783 8.962 .000 

The theory of written language skill 

1. The nature of reading 
2. The nature of writing 

 

1.363 
1.666 

 

.210 

.183 

 

6.490 
9.115 

 

          .000 
          .000 

Language skills learning methods 1.329 .200 .6.651 .000 

Language skills learning assessment 1.674 .140 11.916 .000 

Reading skill 1.969 .369 5.338 .000 

Dependent variable: competencies of Language skills subject 

R Square = .899 F = 328.417 

Adjusted R Square = .897 Sig.  = .000 

Constant 133.437 9.523 14.013 .000 

Seriousness in language learning 5.770 .413 13.979 .000 

Motivation in learning language .089 .060 1.480 .000 

Dependent variable: competencies of Language skills subject 

R Square = .410 F = 104.093 

Adjusted R Square = .406 Sig.  = .000 

Constant 71.096 6.695 10.620 .000 

Writing skill 2.058 .238 8.661 .000 

Media utilizing skill 2.445 .578 4.321 .000 

Implementing written 

language learning skill 

3.454 .237 14.602 .000 

Dependent variable: competencies of Language skills subject 

R Square = .754 F = 306.011 

Adjusted R Square = .752 Sig. = .000 

 

 Table 1 above presents the information of the indicators from three aspects. From the 

cognitive aspect, the nature of reading had more influence than the nature of wring. 

Furthermore, in the affective aspect, seriousness in language learning had greater influence 

than motivation on learning language. For psychomotor aspect, implementing written 

language learning skill had the biggest influence among other indicators. It can be concluded 
that all indicators had positive influence on written language learning. 

 Based on the research result showed that cognitive competence related to the competencies 

that should be mastered by teachers in written language learning were to learn the theory of 

language skills. The theory of language skills are the nature of listening, speaking, reading and 



 
 
 
 
 
 

writing. Overall respondents agreed that teachers require different competencies in written 
language learning. The results of this study have been supporting the previous research 

showed that to improve the quality of teachers in written language learning on Indonesian 

language subject required a variety of cognitive competencies [3, 14]. Language learning is 

seen as a recursive process that involves cognitive and metacognitive processes [15]. 

Language is considered as a window facing the world, increasing knowledge and intellectual 

production[16]. Cognitive competencies related to the knowledge of the language that requires 

a variety of strategies such as planning, monitoring understanding and evaluating knowledge. 

 Competency affective aspect describe the process of someone to recognize and adopt 

certain values and attitudes in written language learning that guide him in life. This is in line 

with the purpose of Indonesian education is that to educate the Indonesian that faithfulness 

and piousness and integrity. Written language learning may be used as a medium to build 
character education. Therefore, an elementary school teacher requires different competencies 

for excellent Indonesian language learning subject. 

 Overall, respondents agree that teachers require different competencies in written language 

learning. The competences are seriousness and motivation in  learning written language. The 

results of this research have supported previous research which shows that to improve the 

quality of teachers in the written language learning needed affective competencies[17]. 

Affective domain in  language learning are discipline, self-efficacy, tolerance, autonomy, 

willingness to take risks, motivation, and interest[18]. That skill associates with mental, social 

and personal skills[12]. Self confidence when language learning impact on natural activity to 

keep interest and motivation[19]. Students who feel anxious, reluctant to use the language, are 

afraid of making mistakes, are not comfortable using the language inside or outside the 

classroom, would defer the performance of students when learning languages[20].  
 Overall, respondents agreed that primary teachers need different competencies in written 

language learning. The competences are writing skill, media utilizing skill, implementing 

written language learning skill. The results of this research have supported previous research 

which shows that to improve the quality of teachers in written language learning required 

psychomotor competencies. This competence is closely related to students' cognitive and 

affective competencies[21]. In general, when learning the language, students gain knowledge 

and this knowledge will only turn into production through the "skill". sychomotor is a result of 

production that involves language creativity, generation of ideas and expressive values using 

language tools[21]. Language skills such as psychomotor competency can be demonstrated on 

communication activities and learning skills. 

4. Conclusion 

 Written language learning competencies need to be mastered by the primary school 

teachers on Indonesian subject. These competencies need to be mastered by the teacher in 

elementary school on order the learning objectives can be achieved well. Therefore, the 
competences  that required to be mastered by teacher in written language learning are 

cognitive, affective, and psychomotor competences. 
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