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Abstract. School financial accountability is currently a very important concern related to 

education funds. This study aims to give a description of governance, transparency, and 

technology in islamic boarding school. This study uses qualitative research methods with 

three triangulation. The results show that the school has a governance system starting 

from planning, implementation, reporting and accountability as well as supervision. School 

budgets are made at the planning stage. The implementation stage involves the FAT mobil 

for income realization and expenses involve authorization for controlling the cost. 

Reporting includes making an accountability sheet for activities and making financial 

reports. The supervision stage is carried out by the Fi Ahsani Taqwim foundation. Finally, 

the technology is used to increase the accountability of financial reporting like microsoft 

excel and FAT mobile. 
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1 Introduction 

(1)Government Regulation (PP) Number 57 of 2021 concerning Education Standards in

Indonesia explains that the implementation of education can be carried out through formal, non-

formal and informal channels. Human resources (HR) is the main role holder so as to produce

superior Human Resources through education must run as optimally as possible. [20] states that

the main key in improving the quality of education is resources Human resources because

humans are the only resources that have reason, feelings, desires, talents, skills, as well as tastes

and initiatives.

School is an institution that is used by individuals or members of a community to learn and 

shape character [7]. School and Society have an inseparable relationship in the world of 

education. The community is the owner of the school and the school exists because of the 

community [31. School is an organization that functions in the development of the nation and 
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state which consists of social associations formed by the community, both those with formal 

and infromal entities education [12]. [23], states that the school's vision, mission, goals, and 

curriculum are the identity of a school that must be achieved in order to achieve national 

education goals. The school's vision, mission, goals and curriculum can be realized by 

compiling/designing school programs [38].. 

The rapid development of the social environment coupled with globalization in various fields 

supported by technological advances poses challenges and influences on the development of 

education and the personal formation of children [17]. Thus, in education a balance is needed 

between general knowledge and religion so that the morals and abilities of children can be 

directed to be able to lead a better life. Today, we know an educational institution that is often 

called islamic boarding school [17] states that boarding school consists of two words school and 

boarding means school dormitory. 

Islamic boarding school is a combination of the public school education system and the Islamic 

boarding school education system. System changes in modernized Islamic boarding schools will 

of course also bring changes to the cost of education. (9)In line with the opinion [5] which states 

that islamic boarding school implement higher education costs compared to Islamic boarding 

schools. Therefore, financial of islamic boarding school it is necessary to pay attention so that 

the accountability of the financial reports presented is maintained. (10)With the high cost of 

education in islamic boarding school requires good financial governance, this is based on 

Government Regulation Number 48 of 2008 article 59 which emphasizes the principles of 

transparency and accountability. 

Accountability at the school level can be understood in a form of embodiment of a sense 

of responsibility that reflects the transparent attitude of the school to the public as users of 

educational services [19](11). Accountability islamic boarding school is very important in 

carrying out its operational activities. Accounting records in accordance with applicable 

standards will increase accountability at boarding school. However, in practice there are still 

problems in the accountability of schools and Islamic boarding schools. 

The problem of accountability in the education funds is a major problem in educational 

institutions. (12)Research conducted by [8] show that accountability at the An-Najach islamic 

boarding school has been implemented with transparency and applies Islamic values, but the 

financial reports used are still simple and not in accordance with generally accepted accounting 

principles in Indonesia. (13)In addition, research conducted by [26] shows that the 

implementation of accountability of goverment funds has been going well, this can be seen from 

the accountability in accordance with goverment technical guidelines. However, transparency 

in the goverment funds has not gone well due to problems at the publication stage. 

Several studies that discuss financial governance and accountability. (14)[34] states that 

islamic boarding school haven't yet done accounting records in accordance with standards. 

Besides reports The financial statements presented are only balance sheets, operational reports 

and cash flow reports. (15)According to Shukri, et.al. (2023) stated that transparency and 

accountability have not fully been realized. Based on the literature about our subject Cahaya 

Insani Islamic Boarding School is limited to [30] GW research (2022)(16); [3](17); (18)[27] 

regarding implementation animation learning, perception stakeholder in curriculum-based 

integration full day school, and methods reading in al quran. Based on several studies, we are 

interested in conducting research regarding governance practices finance and the role of 

technology in supporting transparency and accountability of financial reporting.  



This research uses a descriptive qualitative method to find out deeper into financial 

governance and the role of technology. The purpose of this study is to analyze transparency, 

accountability based on financial governance practices in islamic boarding school. In addition, 

this research contributes to providing additional literature and practice of financial governance 

islamic boarding school. The motivation for this research is to understand the phenomenon of 

financial governance practices related to accountability. 

2 Literature Review And Hypothesis Development 

2.1 Stewardship Theory and School Governance 

The theory underlying this research is stewardship theory. (19)[6] describe that management is 

not motivated by individual goals but rather is aimed at their main outcome goals for the benefit 

of the organization. Accounting information is prepared to fulfill the relationship between 

stewards with principals. Accounting as a driving force (driver) the running of transactions in a 

more complex direction and followed by the emergence of specialization in accounting and its 

development ([28] (20). 

(10)Based on the Government Regulation of the Republic of Indonesia number 48 of 2008 

article 59 states that the education funds must comply with four general principles, namely: (1) 

the principle of fairness, (2) the principle of efficiency, (3) the principle of transparency and (4) 

the principle of accountability. With the principles of transparency and accountability 

emphasizing that the school governance for the implementation of education must be supported 

by good financial governance and transparency and can be accounted for by islamic boarding 

school with related parties. Accountability is the obligation of the manager of an educational 

institution to provide accountability, reporting and disclosing all policies and activities for the 

use of funds ([35], 2021)(21). Financial reporting is very important for islamic boarding school 

because as a form of accountability from the management school to internal and external parties. 

The preparation of financial reports is a form of accountability for the management school to 

policy maker [41] (22). The existence of accounting records in accordance with the standards 

will increase public confidence in the management of an institution. 

(23)[10] states that there are three main pillars for building accountability, namely transparency, 

performance standards, and participation. Transparency is openness in providing information. 

(24)[18] states that transparency is a principle that guarantees access and freedom for everyone 

to obtain information about policies, policy-making processes, implementation and results 

achieved in an institution so that transparency can increase accountability and be able to measure 

the performance of the institution [13](25). 

Financial governance is part of financial management in an organization. (26)[36] states that 

financial governance is a series of activities or activities which regulate the finances of 

educational institutions starting from planning, bookkeeping, spending, supervision, and 

financial accountability of an educational institution or school. Meanwhile, (27)[40] stated that 

there are four principles that must be developed to realize good governance, namely (1) 

accountable, (2) responsibility, (3) transparent, and (4) fair. The application of the four 

principles must be carried out consistently, objectively and with quality. Based on the statements 

of the two researchers, it can be concluded that the financial governance should ideally start 

from the planning, bookkeeping, spending, monitoring, and accountability stages so that these 



stages will encourage the realization of good financial governance and fulfilling the principles 

accountable, responsibility, transparent, and fair. 

Linkages between Theories Stewardship with education governance that islamic boarding 

school (stewards) as an educational institution that can be trusted and acts in accordance with 

common interests to carry out its duties and functions appropriately for interested parties. 

Cahaya Insani Islamic Boarding School is obliged to be transparent and accountable in 

education funds. As well as building good and accountable financial governance. With 

transparency, accountability, and good education financial governance, it will produce financial 

reports that are accountable to interested parties. 

3 Research Methods 

This study uses qualitative research methods to know more in an event that occurred in the field. 

(28)[21]  states that qualitative research is research that is used to understand phenomena about 

what is experienced by research subjects. The research approach used in this study is a 

descriptive approach. Descriptive research in order to provide a systematic description of 

scientific information originating from the subject or object of research [33] (29). This method 

is used to gather information at the Cahaya Insani islamic boarding school with a research focus 

related to financial governance practices and the role of technology in supporting transparency 

and accountability.  

Researchers made observations to observe and see the implementation of education governance 

from planning, implementation, controling, reporting and supervision. This research was 

conducted on islamic boarding school Cahaya Insani Temanggung. The informants in this study 

were financial officers, vice director and teacher. The technique used in checking the validity of 

the data in this study is triangulation technique. The triangulation technique is a technique for 

checking the validity of the data by using something other than the data to extend the check or 

as a comparison to that data [21] (28).  

This study uses three triangulations, namely (1) source triangulation, (2) method triangulation 

and (3) investigator triangulation. Source triangulation is a technique to check data through 

several sources (informants) that are relevant to research context [9] (30). This source 

investigator triangulation will compare the facts from one informant with another informant and 

obtain correct information [1] (31). Explains triangulation method is a technique of checking 

data from various sources with various ways and time. Data collection with triangulation 

methods is done by observation, interview and documentation. Researchers used the interview 

method semi structured and in-depth interviews. Semi structured interviews aim to find 

problems more openly when informants are asked [33] (29). Researchers use a guide in the form 

of a list of questions related to research problems that can be developed as needed.  

(32)[4] states that researcher triangulation is research conducted by more than one researcher. 

It uses three researchers to conduct interviews, observations, and documentation regarding 

financial governance in Islamic Boarding School. This research was carried out in several ways. 

First, data obtained by providing observation sheets to be filled by informants. Second, 

structured and semi structured interviews were conducted with asking questions to informants 

and used for data validation and to meet collection of documentation data in the form of photos 

and documents regarding the Plan School Budget Activities and Financial Reports Cahaya 

Insani Islamic Boarding School. Fourth, data reduction is done with coding and the data is 



mapped according to the problem research. Fifth, present the data descriptively in the form of a 

description analysis in discussion. Sixth, take research conclusions. 

4 Results And Discussion  

4.1    Description of the Research Location 

This research was conducted in Islamic Boarding School Cahaya Insani. That school under 

the auspices of the Fi Ahsani Taqwim Foundation with the aim of developing quality education 

and is determined to implement religious values and teachings Islam are reflected in boarding 

school.  

4.2    Planning and Budgeting 

Islamic boarding school is an integrated school between the public school education 

system and the Islamic education system. Although non-profit-oriented organizations, for 

operational school need funding or referred to as school revenue. Funding is compiled in the 

budget plan (School Financial Budget Plan). Revenue of Islamic Boarding School comes from 

education payment (Contribution of Development Education), BOS (State Government funds) 

and BOSDA (Local Government Funds).  

 

“The regulation for each vice director is to plan for one semester and the amount 

funding” 

(Financial Officers 2) 

 

“Planning is done at the beginning of the year, planning is discussed with the 

teacher and vice director others to prepare school budget planning for one year.”  

(Teacher) 

 

Each Vice Director makes a budget plan for one period after that the plan is discussed at 

a meeting with other parties such as the Director, other Vice Vice Director, and Teachers until 

the final budget has been made and used as a reference in implementing school activities.  

 
“For example, the vice director needs to make a detailed activity plan. As well as 

other vice directors” 

(Teacher) 

 

4.3     Implementation 

Next is the implementation of the budget plan of Islamic Boarding School. At this stage, funds 

are regulated in the budget plan in islamic boarding school. School use the application FAT 

mobile to gather funding and transfers through the bank while and for expenses each Vice 

Diretor submits budget plans to the financial officer. Technology is used to realize funds to 

make it easier to record them. 

 
"To help realize revenue, we use a software called FAT Mobile which made by a third party"  

(Financial Officers 1) 

 



“...school funding flow starts from students paying to the bank and school founders take the 

funds from the bank after which they are handed over to the school”  

(Financial Officers 2) 

 

“...the flow is that each vice director is submitted to the financial officer and then given to the 

head school, if approved, the financial officer will issue money.”  

(Financial Officers 2) 

 

“using excel, for payment of education payments using a special FAT application Mobile”  

(Vice Director) 

 

Allocation of funds to activity requires authorization or approval by the Director. Every 

disbursement of funds is done through a financial officer to avoid any financial waste and all 

expenses are accompanied by proof of receipt.  

 

"Expenditure through the financial officer, each vice director makes a budget estimate 

Subsequent expenditures are sent to the financial officer”  

(Vice Director) 

 

“Every transaction must have proof of transaction even if it's buying small equipment...”  

(Teacher) 

 

“The proposal from the vice director is given to the financial officer, then the treasurer requests 

it authorization from the director for the disbursement of activity funds”  

(Financial Officers 1) 

 

 

In the implementation, there is openness or transparency between committee of school, heads 

of administration school, and manager school. This indicates that access to funding information 

that comes from receipts only occurs in a small scope, and community of school.  

 

"Management of funds is open to all, starting from school principals, Head of Administration, 

Vice director and teacher”  

(Teacher) 

 

“open, can be known by anyone”  

(Vice Director) 

 

4.4    Reporting  

Reporting conducted once every one period at the end of the school year. Every Vice Director 

of islamic schools has an obligation to make reports regarding the use of funds from the budget 

plan. Director of schools makes a financial report about Islamic Boarding School funds to the 

foundation Fi Ahsani Taqwim. Financial statements have been made of general ledger, budget 

realization, activity reporting, monthly recap, cash ledger, bank ledger, account ledger, 

depreciation, worksheet, subsidiary ledger and daily recap. 

 
“Prepare small reporting for each activity” 



(Financial Officers 2) 

 

"There is small reporting and evaluation.Vice director responsible for reporting activities to the 

Head of Administration and continued to the Director”  

(Teacher) 

 

“General journal, budget realization, activity reports, monthly program reports, books cash 

ledger, bank ledger, account ledger, depreciation report, worksheet, books passistant and daily 

report"  

( Financial Officers 1) 

 
Related to government funds accountability (BOS) directly to the government by making 

progress reporting every quarter.  

 

“Sending financial reports to foundations and making small reporting for  BOS funds”  

(Financial Officers 2) 

 

4.6     Supervision  

The purpose of the supervision is to determine the level of efficiency and effectiveness in 

utilization funds of islamic school funds. Supervision is required to minimize fraud of funds 

islamic boarding school. The Supervisor is Fi Ahsani Taqwim Foundation as the founder of 

Cahaya Insani Islamic Boarding. 

 

“Supervision is carried out by the foundation's financial section "  

(Teacher) 

 

“Once a month. We will send, if there is a cross check or all kinds of wa first first and confirmed. 

The unit section also checks, if there are problems or all kinds of new foundations that come”  

(Financial Officers 2) 

 

“Supervision is carried out once a half year or every semester. 

(Vice Director) 

 

4.5 The role of technology 

(33)[39] and Maisah (2010) explains that information technology is not only limited There is 

computer technology (hardware and software) to be used to process and store information but 

includes communication technology to send or disseminate information [22]. Technology which 

is used in payment at islamic boarding school by using an application named FAT mobile. This 

application is used for payments made by the parents to schools can be in the form of education 

payment, pocket money, and savings.  

Information technology in the 4.0 era is very supportive for activities. Utilization of information 

technology is expected to increase the financial capabilities of an organization. Technology will 

speed up transaction processing and preparation of financial reports. In addition, the use of 

technology can also minimize errors in storing large amounts of files and reduce costs. Examples 

of the use of technology that currently supports the creation of financial reports islamic boarding 

school software and hardware. Example, utilization of software microsoft excel as a working 

tool in the process of preparing financial reports to increase work efficiency. Besides that, the 



use of the smart application in admissions education payment makes transactions no longer 

using paper but in digital transactions.  

 

"Realization Acceptance using an application called FAT Mobile, the application made by a 

third party “ 

(Financial Officers 2) 

 

“Using Microsoft Excel and the FAT mobile application. In addition, the mobile FAT 

application can be used to send money to students and check student financial balances.”  

(Teacher)  

 

 “using a laptop to record and make reports easier and faster” 

(Vice Director) 

 

Figure 1 Financial Statement 

4.6  Discussion  

(10)Regulations related to accountability islamic boarding school funds based on Government 

Regulation of the Republic of Indonesia Number 48 of 2008 concerning Education Funding. 

The regulation specifically regulates transparency, accountability, and responsibility for 

utilization of Islamic Boarding School Cahaya Insani funds. (10)The principle of transparency 

and accountability in the management of education funds is regulated in Government Regulation 

of the Republic of Indonesia Number 48 of 2008 article 59. The regulation states that in 

utilization of education funds, the principles of good financial governance and accountability 

must be met. The aim of the principles of good governance and accountability is so that the 

utilization of education funds can be audited and accountable transparently to stakeholders. In 

addition, technological factors can also encourage financial reporting accountability islamic 

boarding school. (35)[15] state that technological developments provide convenience, accuracy, 

accuracy of the resulting data making it easier and to reduce errors. Besides that (36) explains 

that governance of islamic boarding school funds can be interpreted as an administrative action 

which includes: (1) planning and budgeting, (2) implementation and administration, and (3) 

reporting and accountability. 

4.7  Budget Plan  



(37)[11] stated that budget planning (budgeting) is activities to state all resources to achieve 

systematically desired goals. Islamic Boarding School has carried out activities budget planning. 

This is evidenced by the existence of a Budget Plan has compiled every beginning of the year. 

Vice Principals in each field participated in the preparation of the budget plan which was then 

discussed with the director, administrators, teachers, and committees. After that the budget 

school is submitted to the foundation and if approved the final budget is used as base of school 

activities.  

4.8  Implementation and Administration  

Implementation (implementation involves accounting) is the use of funds based on the plans 

that have been made [11]. [29]state that school governance is a activities from collection, 

recording, and processing data transaction. Utilization of funds requires financial administration 

so that financial reports produced are accountable. Based on the data we obtained in 

implementation has carried out financial administration, such as giving proof of receipt and 

utilization of funds. Besides that, utilization of funds has done transparency to the foundation 

and committee. At the implementation, Budget used as a reference in to activities. 

4.9  Reporting  

[2] states that financial reporting in schools emphasizes accountability accountability and 

transparency. In this case Islamic Boarding School must report for all activities to measure 

school performance. [32] explain indicators of success an activity can be seen in the reporting 

system. Based on our data the islamic boarding school implemented reporting for all activities. 

Example, small reporting about activities is made when a program or activity has been 

completed. Then at the end of the year it will make a financial reporting and report to the 

foundation Fi Ahsani Taqwim.  

4.10  Supervision and technology  

The supervisor of Islamic Boarding School is foundation Fi Ahsani Taqwim.[14] explains that 

supervision is actions whose purpose is to supervise and control utilization of Islamic Boarding 

School Funds. The utilization of technology is used in islamic school governance. That is 

indicated by the use of hard drives (hardware) like computers and laptops and software like 

microsoft excel and FAT mobile to make reporting and realize revenue.  

 

5 Conclusion 

5.1  Conclusion   

The results of this study indicate that the Islamic Boarding School Cahaya Insani already has a 

financial governance system. The planning stage generate Budget Plan (RKAS). At the 

implementation stage, budget plan is used as activities and there is a transparency system. 

Financial reporting are made regularly like small reports (LPJ) and Financial Statements. The 

school supervision stage has supervisors from Fi Ahsani Taqwim Foundation. Cahaya Insani 

Islamic Boarding School utilize technology in islamic school governance to increasing 

accountability. 

 



5.2  Implications and Limitations  

The results of this study provide theoretical and practical implications. Theoretically, provide 

information about islamic school governance, transparency, and technology utilization islamic 

boarding school. Practically can be used for guidance in the preparation and assistance of islamic 

school governance. This study has limitations on generalizability because the research was 

conducted only on one sample islamic boarding school in one region. Suggestions for the next 

research is to do research on effectiveness technology to improve accountability reporting in 

islamic boarding school.  
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