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Abstract. The type of research used is literature review research, where data collection is 

done by searching for journals on the GARUDA search site. The research procedure 

includes Organize, Synthesize, and Identify. The data collected in the study were obtained 

from literature on literature related to the use of the word square learning model. Based on 

the results of research on the literature about the research topic, it can be concluded that 

the use of the word square learning model can stimulate the emergence of learning 

motivation in students; the square learning model is by the characteristics of elementary 

students, improves students' listening skills, and the teacher's role as facilitator and 

motivator in learning activities. 
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1 Introduction 

Learning is one aspect that is very meaningful and necessary in life. Learning in Law no. 

20 of 2003 concerning the national education system is defined as student interaction with 

educators and learning resources in a learning environment. Based on this understanding, there 

are three essential aspects of the learning process: students, educators, and learning resources. 

If one of the three aspects is lacking, then the learning process will not occur; therefore, learning 

is considered essential in schools' education. 

The learning process delivered by teachers in schools is expected to make students gain 

new knowledge. The method of receiving new knowledge or receiving information from 

students is not as easy as imagined. Several factors determine that learning can be said to be 

successful. These factors include factors originating from within students (internal factors) and 

factors arising from outside students (external factors) [1]. 

Student success factors that arise from within and outside affect the teaching and learning 

process, one of which is motivation. Motivation can be interpreted as the driving force or driving 

force of a person to be active [2]. Motivation contains a desire that activates, moves, channels, 

directs attitudes and individual learning behavior. 

Motivation is one of the essential elements that students must have; in Slavin's opinion, 

the reason is one of the most critical components because, with explanation, students are willing 

to try, actively try, guide, and maintain behavior from time to time [3]. Based on this statement, 

it can be concluded that student motivation in the learning process is needed to achieve 

something by what is expected. 
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For the objectives in the learning process to be achieved, a teacher must be able to manage 

the class well. Classroom management is a series of teacher behaviors to create and maintain 

classroom conditions that enable students to achieve learning goals efficiently and perform 

quality teaching and learning activities [3, 4]. From the above opinion, class management is 

defined as all efforts directed at creating a practical and fun learning atmosphere and motivating 

students to run well. Seeing the expert opinion, it can be concluded that the teacher has an 

essential and significant role in designing and creating good quality learning. 

In the learning process, the teacher is recommended to expand and show high enthusiasm 

to students by presenting learning materials that are better than before. One of the supports for 

good learning quality is the use of appropriate learning models according to the subject matter 

of teaching materials, thus meaning that the position of the teacher in learning is a central figure 

[5]. This requires teachers to produce creative knowledge that can make learning more exciting 

and can generate student learning motivation so that student involvement in the learning process 

must be managed as effectively as possible so that students can take part in learning with 

enthusiasm, do not feel bored, and enthusiastic in receiving subject matter.  

One of the learning models that can motivate students to learn is the word square learning 

model. The word square learning model is a development of the lecture method, which is 

enriched and oriented to student activity in learning. In its use, this model combines the ability 

to answer questions with foresight in matching answers to the answer boxes [6]. This model is 

also used through games; by learning while playing, changes in children's behavior and attitudes 

will be stimulated by the model used. 

The word square learning model is helpful as a motivator and reinforcement for students 

to the material presented. The word square learning model is effectively used to increase 

students' learning motivation because the method used in applying this model is fun and 

entertaining. Learning becomes more exciting and allows active participation from students [5]. 

The advantages of spreading the word square learning model include creating a pleasant learning 

atmosphere, increasing student learning activities in shading letters according to answers, being 

able to train students' careful and critical attitudes, and stimulating students to think effectively 

[7]. 

Seeing the advantages of using the word square learning model, researchers feel that this 

learning model can be an alternative for teachers in presenting appropriate learning materials 

according to the subject matter of teaching materials because when learning takes place, it can 

create a pleasant atmosphere that can increase students' learning motivation. 

 

2 Methodology 
The research method used is literature study research. Literature study research is a series 

of activities related to collecting library data, reading, taking notes, and processing research 

materials [8]. In connection with this, this research is in the form of an analysis of the literature 

by raising the big theme of using the word square learning model, which is discussed based on 

related articles and learning motivation theory. The data collected in the study were obtained 

from literature on literature related to the use of the word square learning model. The literature 

study research procedures are used to organize, synthesize, and identify [9]. 

 

3 Result and Discussion 
Researchers conducted a more in-depth search for Garba Reference Digital (GARUDA) 

articles and found 76 articles that matched the keyword word square. Of the 76 journal articles 

found, they were reviewed and re-analyzed. The analysis of this research was carried out 

continuously in searching for and seeing the results of literature studies by the specified 



keywords; it turned out that there were 22 related journal articles. The articles obtained were 

processed to seek further information related to the application of learning using word squares. 

The findings obtained from this literature review are as follows. 

 

a. The word square learning model increases students' learning motivation 

In carrying out the learning process using the word square model, many variables can 

affect learning outcomes: student learning motivation [10]. The literature review found that 

the word square learning model can increase students' learning motivation in teaching and 

learning activities [11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17]. Learning is a process of teaching and learning 

activities carried out to achieve learning objectives. Based on this theory, it can be assumed 

that students who are motivated to learn will be enthusiastic. In contrast, students who are 

not motivated will feel the opposite, namely, lazy to learn. 

Motivation in learning is defined as the driving force of students to carry out a series 

of learning activities to achieve the goals. The critical role of motivation in education, 

namely, determine things that can be used as learning reinforcement, clarify learning goals 

to be completed, and determine learning perseverance [17]. Based on this explanation, it can 

be concluded that learning outcomes will be optimal if there is motivation. 

A student motivated to learn is essentially influenced by internal (push that comes from 

within the student) and external (push that comes from outside the student). Factors that 

influence learning motivation, namely: intelligence, learning needs, interests, personal 

characteristics, and teaching methods or models [18]. All these factors support each other 

and are fostered in students so that in the process, a high learning spirit will be created. 

As one of the factors that influence learning motivation, the learning model becomes a 

means for teachers to deliver learning to students. The learning model refers to the learning 

approach used, including those relating to teaching objectives, stages in learning activities, 

learning environment, and classroom management, so that through the use of the applied 

learning model it can provide benefits in the form of presenting innovative learning, which 

can facilitate students in understanding the subject matter because in its use it is assisted by 

methods or approaches that are by the level of students' abilities [19]. 

 

b. The application of the word square learning model is relevant to the age of elementary 

school children 

The word square learning model is one of the appropriate and relevant learning models 

for elementary school-age students (SD). The word square learning model can be used for 

all subjects and is easy for teachers to apply [20, 21, 22, 23, 24]. This model is a teaching 

and learning activity where the teacher distributes activity sheets or worksheets to measure 

the level of students' understanding of the subject matter that has been taught. The main 

instrument of this model is an activity sheet or worksheet in the form of questions or 

sentences that need to be answered in a random arrangement of letters in the boxes provided. 

The word square learning model is a learning model that is similar to filling out 

crossword puzzles. Still, the primary difference is that this model already has an answer 

disguised by adding additional boxes as a distraction [25]. The word square learning model 

is similar in shape to fill in a crossword puzzle; in its use, students need to combine the 

ability to answer questions with accuracy in matching the answers in the word boxes then 

students fill them in by shading the letters that have been prepared so that through the use of 

the model in such learning the teacher can program several selected questions that can 

stimulate students to think effectively [7, 26]. 

 



c. The application of the word square learning model improves students' listening skills 

Several literature studies found that the use of the word square learning model can 

improve students' listening skills. What Agiari, Sudarma, and Suarjana did in their research 

was to explain the problems faced by students during the learning process, such as students 

only listening to the material presented by the teacher without understanding the contents of 

the teacher's explanation. Based on this, students do not understand the material that the 

teacher has delivered. Agiari, Sudarma, and Suarjana explained that several things caused 

students not to be able to listen to lessons well, namely, firstly, students were less interested 

in the material discussed; secondly, students' lack of attention when listening to the material, 

and thirdly, teachers were less varied when delivering material [27]. Furthermore, the 

research carried out a learning process using the word square learning model to overcome 

these learning problems. The word square learning model is a learning model that combines 

the ability to answer questions with foresight in finding the most appropriate answer in the 

word boxes so that through these activities, students are expected to focus on listening to the 

learning delivered by the teacher to be able to answer the questions given by the teacher. 

 

d. The teacher's role as a facilitator and motivator in word square learning 

Based on the results of a literature review related to the use of the word square learning 

model, it was identified that the teacher's role during the learning process was classified as 

very good because of the teacher's role as a motivator and facilitator. The teacher's role as a 

motivator and facilitator affects the way students learn, and because of that, students are also 

helped to achieve their learning goals. Based on student responses with different results 

shown through the word square learning process, is discussed based on theory, the steps that 

the teacher has taken towards students lead to the use of Maslow's view because the actions 

taken can meet the needs of students in achieving maximum learning outcomes. And better 

than before. If discussed further, according to AH, Maslow explained that human necessities 

could be classified into five levels of needs known as Maslow's Hierarchy of Needs, starting 

from basic biological needs to more complex psychological motives, including 1) 

Physiological needs, namely basic human needs. Such as clothing, food, shelter; 2) The need 

for security (be it physical security or psychological security including appropriate 

behavior); 3) Social needs (which are reflected in the five forms of “feeling”); 4) Needs are 

valued and respected, and 5) The need for self-actualization [28]. 

Based on the expert's explanation above, it can be seen that Maslow's theory can be 

applied in various aspects of human life (including in the field of education), one of which 

is through the way teachers do in meeting the needs of students to achieve maximum learning 

outcomes. So through this explanation, it can be identified that based on the learning process 

carried out by previous researchers related to the use of the word square learning model in 

line with Maslow's theory, because the actions given by the teacher in the learning process, 

the teacher adjusts to the needs of students, such as consistently paying attention to the social 

needs of students. And students' self-actualization needs. By paying attention to these needs, 

the teacher's actions can create a fun learning process that affects student responses that are 

shown to be positive. It can stimulate the emergence of motivation in students, and students 

can achieve their learning goals. 

Then when viewed from the various actions taken by the teacher based on the learning 

process carried out by previous researchers related to the use of the word square learning 

model, it can also be identified that in the learning process carried out, students are driven 

towards specific goals because of a need. This can be seen from the actions or activities that 



the teacher does when using the word square learning model, more precisely when the 

teacher distributes activity sheets according to examples to students. 

From the activity sheets that are distributed, it will cause an internal drive that makes 

students try to take any action that leads to the achievement of a goal; students will try to 

follow the learning process well to answer all questions correctly on the given activity sheet. 

This is in line with the theory of motivation, according to David McClelland. David 

McClelland explained that one of the essential things that human needs are; because of 

encouragement. A person will usually show himself to the desire to influence something if 

that person has an impulse [28, 29, 23]. In addition, it also explains that another important 

thing that becomes a human need is the need for achievement (need for achievement). 

According to him, people who have a great need for achievement usually want to be seen as 

successful people in life; that person will usually continue to do something better than others. 

Based on the explanation above, if studied further, according to data from previous 

researchers regarding student responses when following the learning process using the word 

square learning model, it can be stated that it is in line with David McClelland's motivation 

theory (related to the need for achievement). This can be seen from student responses such 

as; Students are very enthusiastic about taking part in the learning process, full of 

enthusiasm, willing to try to complete the practice questions given by the teacher, and have 

a desire to get good grades. 

 

4 Conclusion  
Based on the explanation of the research results related to the use of the word square 

learning model on students' learning motivation, it can be concluded that the use of the word 

square learning model can stimulate the emergence of inspiration in students, the square learning 

model is by the characteristics of elementary students, improves students' listening skills, and 

the teacher's role as facilitator and motivator in learning activities. 
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