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Abstract. The purpose of this study was to determine student learning readiness in the 

pandemic era. The type of this research was a qualitative descriptive study, using a 

phenomenological approach. The research subjects were 25 students of Faculty Tarbiyah 

and Teaching Training of IAIM Sinjai. The research subjects were selected based on 

preliminary observations of the problem under study. The research instruments were 

observation and interviews. The data analysis technique in this study was the interactive 

model of Miles and Huberman, where data analysis was carried out during data collection 

and after data collection in a certain period. The analysis stage includes data reduction, 

data presentation, and verification or conclusion. The results of this study indicate that the 

student's learning readiness in the current pandemic era has two sides, namely positive and 

negative sides. However, the interview analysis tends to be on the negative side, it meant 

that the students were not ready to do online learning. Viewed from the aspect of emotional 

readiness. In addition, empirical data found the students were not all financially well off.  
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1   Introduction 

Technological advances have an impact change to many things are no exception in the field 

of education. Information Technology has revolutionized the way of learning today, where 

learning at this time is not limited to space class but has gone beyond geography and also time 

[1]. 

Learning readiness is the overall state of student readiness, family readiness and school 

readiness (United Nations International Children's Emergency Fund [UNICEF], 2012; United 
States Department of Health and Human Services [USDHHS], 2014) where all the 

circumstances are favorable for students and they ultimately lead them to want to learn 

immediately. The student readiness is that individual state of student where he or she is 

physically, mentally and emotionally ready to learn. Similarly, the school readiness is defined 

as that complete preparedness of school (entire teachers) to create a favorable environment 

(United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization [UNESCO], 2007) which to 

achieve the best learning among their students [2]. 

In supporting the expected teaching and learning process, it is necessary to pay attention to 

the learning readiness of students first. “Learning readiness is the degree of concentration and 

eagerness to learn among students” [3]. Readiness to learn according to [5], the state of capacity 

that exists in students in relation to certain teaching goals. In line with the opinion of [6], "Not 

yet ready, don't learn, learning can't be careless or by force, the name is not ready. People who 

are not ready to learn are like people who want to pour water, but the shelter has not been 

prepared so that water is wasted in vain" [7],[8] namely: physical condition, mental condition, 
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emotional condition, needs (motivation) and knowledge. The COVID-19 pandemic has not only 

affected adults, but also children. Restrictions on physical interaction space (physical 

distancing) that take place during the pandemic put mental or psychosocial pressure on children. 

In general, they complain about several things: the children are already at the saturation level of 

being at home for a long time, while the internet connection facilities are inadequate [9],[10]. 

Related to this situation also requires a lot of adjustments that need to be made, especially 

the learning process. This means that educators are required to be able to maintain physical 

stamina and mental energy, but also be able to maintain significant learning quality in the midst 

of these conditions, as well as to work around so that learning objectives can be optimally 

conveyed and absorbed by students. 

Based on preliminary data from the student body of the Muhammadiyah Sinjai Islamic 

Institute, 80% of students come from areas where network usage is not adequate, and economic 

conditions are still below standard so that it is not possible to conduct distance learning using 

learning applications that require high data. lots and good network quality [11],[12]. In addition, 

initial observations show that many students respond negatively if the lecturer requires students 

to use applications that do not support student devices. Based on this initial data, researchers 

conducted research on student learning readiness in the current pandemic era. 

The results of the study are expected to provide an offer for the application of an effective 

learning model during distance learning. In addition, the results of this study also become the 

attention of education observers to cover all problems that arise during distance learning, so as 

to be able to provide practical solutions for handling distance learning. 

2   Method 

This type of research is descriptive qualitative research, using a phenomenological 

approach. The research subjects were 25 students of the Faculty of Tarbiyah and Teacher 

Training IAIM Sinjai. Research subjects were selected based on initial observations of the 

problems studied. As for the research instruments are observations and interviews. Data analysis 

technique in this study is the interactive model of Miles and Huberman, namely data analysis is 

carried out during data collection, and after data collection within a certain period. 1) Data 

reduction, namely summarizing and selecting the main things and focusing on the things that 

are important and looking for themes that are considered important and relevant to the research 

subject. 2) Display or data presentation, namely the presentation of data in the form of short 

descriptions, charts, and the like which is a continuation after the data is reduced. 3) Verification 

or conclusion. Verification is drawing conclusions after the data is patterned, focused and 

arranged systematically in the form of a narrative, then through the induction method, the data 

is concluded. So that the meaning of the data can be found in the form of interpretation and 

argumentation. Conclusions were also verified during the study. 

3   Results and Discussions 

3.1   Student Readiness         

 

Every individual always experiences a learning process in his life, by learning will allow 

individuals to experience changes in themselves. These changes include mastery of skills and 



 

 

 

 

 

changes in attitude. Indicators of learning readiness are seen from several aspects, namely 

physical conditions, mental conditions, emotional conditions, needs (motivation) and 

knowledge. 

 

3.2   Learning Readiness Analysis 

 

Readiness Physical Condition     

 

In general, the physical condition of students is ready to learn. This was obtained from 

interviews with all respondents who said they were ready. As stated by respondent (5) below, 

"With my healthy body condition and have the desire to learn and have the tools to learn." 

Based on the interview with respondent (5), it was found that physically students are ready 

to learn. 

 

Mental Readiness 

 

The readiness of students' mental conditions can be reflected in their desire to participate 

in the learning process. Students prepare all the needs and learning needs. 

This is in line with interviews with respondents (7), stating that: 

"In my opinion, online learning has not been able to match offline learning, where since 

offline learning takes place very often I have to find a network to be able to join the learning 

process and when the lecturer explains, I often can't focus due to many distractions from the 

environment where I sit studying, It is different when studying directly on campus, where the 

facilities and infrastructure are indeed available so that no one else can interfere with learning.” 

Based on interviews with respondents, it is known that students mentally prefer to learn 

face-to-face, compared to online learning. 

 

Emotional Condition Readiness 

 

The current emotional condition of students while participating in virtual-based learning 

(online), generally states that it is not interesting to carry out virtual learning. Lack of 

understanding of the material obtained, because they did not get a direct explanation from the 

lecturer. 

This is in accordance with the statement of the respondent (1), 

"Online learning doesn't appeal to us." 

This opinion is in line with the statement of the respondent (2),  

"Online learning is between interesting and not, depending on the material and lecturers 

who teach." 

Based on the results of the interview, it is known that emotionally, students state that online 

learning is not interesting, if the lecturer's teaching method and the material presented is not 

varied. 

 

Readiness Needs (motivation) and Knowledge 

 

Regarding student learning motivation during virtual learning, students feel unmotivated, 

just because online learning during a pandemic is a must, a necessity that creates compulsion. 

Respondent's statement (3), stated that, "I am not motivated to take online lectures." 



 

 

 

 

 

The lack of student motivation to take online lectures is influenced by several factors, 

related to funding issues (internet quotas), network problems if they are in areas that have 

inadequate network quality.  

However, there are also respondents who see the positive side of this online learning 

phenomenon. This can be seen in the statement of the respondent (10), stating that: 

“I am quite motivated, because online learning has taught me the importance of appreciating 

the time together when we are together and face to face with lecturers and friends. In addition, 

my motivation for learning during the pandemic is that I can attend many seminars and webinars 

from various places, so that I can still gain knowledge and experience.” 

 

3.3   Discussion 

 

The readiness of students to study in the current pandemic era is still a topic of discussion 

for all circles. Readiness to learn includes physical conditions, mental conditions, emotional 

conditions, needs (motivation) and knowledge. Judging from the physical condition, students 

are ready to learn, students have a healthy physique to study. However, currently students are 

in a very tired condition because of the intensity of interacting online. Related to eye health 

problems that are tired when you have to stare at a cellphone or computer screen when learning 

using videos. 

Students' learning readiness is seen from the readiness of their mental condition, students 

mentally prefer to learn face-to-face, compared to online learning. 

Judging from the readiness of students' emotional conditions, it is known that students feel 

that online learning is not interesting, if the lecturer's teaching method is not varied and the 

material presented is not well controlled by the lecturer concerned. 

Readiness to learn in terms of conditions of need (motivation) and knowledge, students are 

motivated enough to gain knowledge. However, high motivation, but not supported by other 

supporting elements such as data quotas and good network quality, then this remains an obstacle 

in the learning process. Especially learning during the current pandemic. 

4   Conclusion 

Based on the results of interview data analysis, it was found that the study readiness of 

students in the current pandemic era has two sides, namely positive and negative sides. 

However, the interview analysis tends to be on the negative side, meaning that students are not 

ready to do online learning. 
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