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Abstract. Reading Skills courses for students in Higher Education, especially in the 

Indonesian  Language Study Program at the University of Muhammadiyah Lampung are 

not easy to achieve in learning indicators. The measuring instrument used for the 

assessment is the manual assessment and it is not effective yet. The alternative to seeing 

the achievement of language learning outcomes is to use the right measuring instrument, 

namely the assessment instrument (assessment) of reading comprehension. This 

assessment is developed based on the concept / theory of reading comprehension. The 

objective of this study is: to develop an assessment instrument to measure students' reading 

comprehension skills for Indonesian Language Education students. The data collecting 

method is done through the Borg & Gall development method with five stages, 1) research 

and information collecting, 2) planning, 3) develop preliminary form of product, 4) 

preliminary field testing, and 5) final product. This research has limitations, namely the 

product in the form of an instrument as a new assessment tool until the validity test stage 

and the research can be developed again to be broader and more perfect. 
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1   Introduction         

Literacy as one of the Government programs is an effort of all parties to 

make it happen, including in Higher Education. Language competence in the 

achievement of Indonesian language learning in tertiary institutions is an 

absolute thing, this competence really supports the provision of students to be 

able to apply language knowledge correctly and appropriately in the community 

as a medium or vehicle for appreciating the knowledge that has been obtained. 

Language in which there is an element of reading by various methods certainly 

requires accuracy in its assessment. 

One of the obstacles in the assessment for reading comprehension is that the 

instruments are not in accordance with the desired competency attainment. The 

assessment, according to Mardapi [10], is the efforts to improve the quality of 

education can be pursued through improving the quality of learning and the 

quality of the assessment system. Appropriate assessment instruments are 
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needed to measure the accuracy of learning in this particular case for reading 

comprehension. 

This study aimed to improve the assessment system related to assessment 

instruments, considering that assessment is very important in learning. The 

urgency of this research is to improve the reading comprehension instrument, 

which so far has been the same as the assessment of reading skills in general. It 

is hoped that the improvement of the instrument for assessing the ability to read 

comprehension is expected to be the right measurement tool for all Indonesian 

Language Education Study Programs in all universities and especially in the 

Indonesian Language Study Program at the University of Muhammadiyah 

Lampung.  

 
1.1.  Assessment 

 

Assessment is a measure activity related to numbers objectively, according 

to Allen & Yen [3] defining measurement as assigning numbers in a systematic 

way to express individual circumstances. 

Some assessments are measures for the success of a learning program or 

learning indicators in a course, then the assessment should be adjusted to the 

material discussed or in accordance with the standards applied [18]. The 

importance of assessment instruments that are in accordance with the indicators 

or concepts makes the scoring system more valid and reliable. 

 
1.2.  Language 

 

Language is a spoken symbol [16]. The language component in which there 

is a series of words in this case is studied in a science called morphology [13], 

[17]. The relationship between words at the morphological level is part of a 

broader knowledge, namely syntax. Language acquisition through several 

stages, namely listening, speaking, reading, and writing [12]. 

The relationship in the language unity between listening, speaking, reading, 

and writing is one unit. The relationship between reading and writing is very 

close, in writing activities, authors use written language and can make the 

position of the writer as a reader and writer and reader as a writer [8] [9]. 

Reading as one of the courses certainly has certain points in the achievement of 

understanding the reading content, not only limited to reading skills that are 

owned but must be able to make other contributions that support reading 

comprehension as an optimal activity, this can also be done by using a variety 

of learning methods [1] [4]. The method used by the lecturer is also very helpful 

in achieving maximum results regarding reading comprehension. 



 

 

 

 

 

Furthermore, reading comprehension is a stage in reading or can be called 

also advanced reading [7]. In the Indonesian Language Education (PBI) study 

program, reading comprehension is included in the field of reading skills, of 

course the assessment system does not yet have a special instrument. There are 

several studies that are relevant to the material or assessment of reading 

comprehension [14] [15]. Some of the relevant research above, discuss methods 

or techniques of learning to read and discuss how important assessment is for 

reading comprehension for learning English. The renewal of the Assessment 

product is an assessment instrument used for the specific reading skills course 

of Reading Comprehension Skills. 

2   Method 

This research is a research development using the R&D method, three stages 

are used namely the first is the stage of pre-development, the second is stage of 

development, and the third is the final stage. The three stages use five steps of 

R&D development. These stages can be seen in Figure 1. 

 

Fig. 1. Assessment development stage 

First: Pre-Development; 1. Research and Information Collecting: 

Conducting preliminary research and collecting data about assessment 

instruments that already exist and are used in assessing students' reading skills, 

then a literature review and relevant research studies are conducted; 2. Planning: 

Making plans based on literature reviews and preliminary research, it is 

necessary to have an assessment instrument. Second: Development Stage; 3. 

Develop preliminary form of product: Analyze concepts / theories and journal 

reading comprehension skills, based on this analysis, an assessment instrument 

design is obtained; 4. Preliminary field testing, at this stage expert and 



 

 

 

 

 

practitioner validation is held involving three experts as experts. Third: Final 

Stage; 5. Final product; The resulting instrument can be used as an assessment 

for students in the Indonesian language education study program. 

Furthermore, the resulting assessment instrument was tested for validity 

using Aiken's content validity test. The appraiser (Rater) consists of three 

experts in the field of Indonesian. Aiken's formula calculates content validity 

based on the results of expert assessments [2] [11]. 

 

V= ∑ s ∕ [n(c-1)]      (1) 

Where s = r – lo; lo = the lowest validity score; c = the highest validity score; 

r = the score given by the assessor. Furthermore, the categories are used as in 

Table 1. 

Table 1. Category 

Score Category 

1 Irrelevant 
2 Lack of Relevant 
3 Quite Relevant 
4 Very Relevant 

 

The validation index used is: less than 0,4, the validity is low, between 0,4-

0,8 the validity is moderate, and if it is more than 0,8, the validity is high [11]. 

The criteria used by the rater to assess the suitability of indicators and items can 

be presented in Table 2. 

Table 2. Conformity criteria 

Number Criteria 

1 Language 
2 Theory 
3 Construction 
4 Objectivity 
5 Systematics 

3   Results and Discussion 

Reading comprehension has six indicators based on literature review, as 

presented in Table 3. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Table 3. Indicator 

Number Indicator Item 

1 The stages of completing further reading 1 
2 Understand the content of the reading 2 
3 Interpret the content of the reading 3 
4 Analyze the content of the reading  4 
5 Examine the content of the text 5 
6 Bring up new posts 6 

 

Based on the resulting assessment instrument, there are six item questions 

with five assessment aspects. The assessment was carried out to see the 

compatibility of the six question items with the five aspects assessed by the three 

rater, namely Language, Materials, Construction, Objectivity, and Systematics. 

The results of the analysis using Aiken's can be seen in Table 4. 

Table 4. Expert Assessment 

Criteria No 1 2 3 Total AIKEN 

Language 1 3 3 3   

s 2 2 2 6 1 

2 3 4 4   

s 2 3 3 8 1 

3 4 4 4   

s 3 3 3 9 1 

4 3 4 4   

s 2 3 3 8 1 

5 3 3 3   

s 2 2 2 6 1 

6 4 4 4   

s 3 3 3 9 1 

Theory 7 4 4 4   

s 3 3 3 9 1 

8 4 4 4   

s 3 3 3 9 1 

9 3 4 4   

s 2 3 3 8 1 

10 3 4 3   

s 2 3 2 7 1 

11 4 4 4   

s 3 3 3 9 1 

12 4 3 4   

s 3 2 3 8 0,89 

13 4 4 4   

s 3 3 3 9 1 

Objectivity  3 4 4   

s 2 3 3 8 0,89 

Systematics  3 4 4   

s 2 3 3 8 0,89 

Construction 14 4 4 4   

s 3 3 3 9 1 

15 3 4 4   

s 2 3 3 8 1 



 

 

 

 

 

16 4 4 3   

s 3 3 2 8 0,89 

17 4 4 4   

s 3 3 3 9 1 

18 3 4 4   

s 2 3 3 8 0,89 

 

Based on the data presented in Table 4, it is found that all items are valid 

and are in the very relevant category with the Aiken index greater than 0.8. 

4   Conclusion 

The assessment developed is very useful for assessing language learning 

comprehension for Indonesian study program students. The instrument 

developed consists of six indicators with six items, and its relevance is seen with 

five criteria. The criteria seen from the suitability of indicators and items are 

language, material, construction, objectivity, and systematization. Content 

validation was assessed by three assessors (rater) with very relevant assessment 

results, shown by index results > 0.8. 
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