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Abstract. One of the ten priority tourism destinations set by the Indonesian government 

for development is Wakatobi. Tourist numbers will increase and require a large supply to 

support tourism activities, especially for fulfilling food and beverages which require a 

sufficient supply of local commodities. The purpose of this study is to identify future 

demand. The magnitude of the demand for the commodities needed require interregional 

linkages to fulfill the  needs. The results obtained from the studies that in the future demand 

will increase, in line with the increasing number of tourists and not be followed by a 

sufficient supply of available commodities so that inter-regional linkages in fulfilling 

supply can be attempted KSPN Wakatobi and KPPN Bau-Bau and its surroundings in 

a form of cooperation, and also possible with areas outside Southeast Sulawesi. 
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1   Introduction 

It is undeniable that tourism is an economic driver and provides various kinds of jobs in 

many countries [1], this is also included in Indonesia. The contribution of tourism was USD 

11.2 billion in 2014 to USD 19.3 billion in 2018 in terms of the country's foreign exchange 

earnings [2]. In ASEAN, in 2019, there were 138 million tourists who made tourist trips [3]. 

Wakatobi is in Southeast Sulawesi Province. Geographically, in 1996 Wakatobi was designated 

as a national park and in 2003 it was designated as a district which was a division of Buton 

Regency [4]. and designated as one of ten priority tourism destinations (Tourism Priority 

Destinations - DPP) [5]. The name Wakatobi is an abbreviation of four islands: Wangi-Wangi 

Island, Kaledupa Island, Tomia Island, and Binongo Island. 

The Bau-Bau National Tourism Support Area (KPPN) (consisting of Bau-Bau City, Buton 

Regency, South Buton Regency, and Central Buton Regency) geographically is the closest 

KPPN that can be reached from the Wakatobi National Tourism Support Area (KPPN). The 

possibility of supply linkages can be made from this area, and this is the main reason for 

conducting this study in order to achieve positive contributions economically, socio-culturally 

and in environmental preservation can be obtained both for the state, the region and the local 

community. as well as to determine the number of tourists and the need for commodities. supply 

of local commodities that cannot be met can be met from any area to get certainty of the supply 

of the needed commodities.  
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2   Literature Review 

2.1 Interregional Linkage 

In tourism, collaboration has various names such as partnership [6], working together [7], 

netting, linkage (Wäsche & Woll, 2010) and organization partnership [10]. Even though the 

names are different, all the terms that exist are forms of Inter-Regional Cooperation. The 

regional autonomy policy makes local governments make every effort to be able to seek Product 

Domestic Bruto (PDB)  so that they can advance their regions [11] and improve the welfare of 

the surrounding community. In Indonesia, the relationship between regions is very close because 

it is in the form of an archipelago with many islands and seas. Linkages between regions are 

motivated by problems that cannot be resolved by one local area of the region so inter-regional 

linkages arise in the form of inter-regional cooperation to achieve common goals [12]. Articles 

363 to 369 in Law No. 23 of 2014 concerning regional autonomy provide freedom in carrying 

out cooperation between regions in the form of collaboration to fulfill commodity supply for 

Wakatobi. Collaboration is an effort of stakeholders who are concerned about achieving a 

common goal [13].   

 

2.2 Tourism Demand and Supply 

Tourism demand is measured by the number of tourist arrivals. In determining the 

operational strategy of the tourism industry, it is required to know who and how many tourists 

will visit. On the other hand for the local government, knowing tourism demand will help in 

determining the direction of development, policy making, and prioritizing infrastructure needs 

[14]. Availability and improvement of jobs, infrastructure, services, and promotions that are 

sustainable and environmentally based for tourists, stakeholders, and local communities 

(Andereck & Nyaupane, 2011; Fu et al., 2020).  Investment considerations are also obtained 

from tourism demand [18] so that the policies taken can be more appropriate and can provide 

benefits [18]. Besides tourist number of visits, characteristics, preferences, trends, and travel 

patterns [19] will become an accurate benchmark  [18] in setting up the tourism development 

plan.  

Tourism supply refers more to the availability of goods or services and investment output 

needed by tourists [20] which consists of the availability of transportation, accommodation, 

human resources, infrastructure and needs fulfillment factors [19]. Supply needs will depend on 

tourist demand. With the greater number of tourists, the demand and the supply must also be 

increased. Tourism supply is divided into goods and services consumed (accommodation, food 

and drink, transport, vehicle rent, travel agent and reservation service, souvenirs, beauty, health, 

etc) and capital goods. The leading commodities in the Sulawesi region are agriculture, 

plantations, and fisheries [21] and many tourism supplies related to local commodities as raw 

materials are in the fulfillment of food and beverages, beauty and health and accommodation. 

3   Methodology 

The study locations are at the Wakatobi KSPN and the Bau-Bau KPPN and its 

surroundings. conducted in June, July, and August 2022 with a qualitative descriptive study 

approach [22]. Data collection was carried out by conducting observations, interviews, and also 

Focus Group Discussions involving local governments (plantations, agriculture, fisheries, 

tourism, MSMEs, and Regional Revenue Agencies), Associations (PHRI and ASITA), NGOs, 



 

 

 

 

and local communities. The data is then analyzed by triangulating data and sources for validity 

purposes [23] with a tide process of selection [24].  

4   Result and Discussion 

4.1 Demand of Tourism  
The number of tourist visits means everything. Without tourists, there will be no tourism 

activities [25]. It appears in the Regional Tourism Development Master Plan. The projected 

number of tourist visits to Wakatobi is as follows: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Development of Wakatobi as a priority destination begins in 2021, while at Ripparda there 

is a predetermined target number of tourist visits. However, it will end in 2025, and then a 

projection of the number of tourist visits is needed until 2024. The average growth in tourist 

visits from 2015 - 2021 is 0.393%. The Covid-19 pandemic has resulted in a drastic reduction 

in tourist arrivals as can be shown in table 3.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 4 gives us projections for the number of tourist visits until 2024 in two scenarios. 

That is the scenario with the normal conditions of Covid-19 and the best scenario with 

accelerated post-Covid-19 recovery driven by various stimuli from the Indonesian government.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In calculating the projected number of tourists, the amount of growth projections is 

determined periodically. In 2022-2025 it will be 10%, then in 2026-2035 it will be added 20% 

and in the last year period 2036-2042, it will be 30%. So that the total average growth throughout 

2022-2045 is 39.12%.  

 

4.2 Supply Local Commodities 

Southeast Sulawesi's staple food is corn, cassava, sweet potato, and other tubers. Besides 

that, the other commodities lie there in the fishery, plantations, vegetables, and fruits. Coconut, 

cashew, coffee, cloves, cacao, and seaweed can also be found in Wakatobi. The largest fishery 

commodity is owned by South Buton Regency (34,103.93 tons). For eggs, free-range chicken 

eggs can be provided by Wakatobi (72,560 eggs) but laying hens' eggs are imported from Bau-

Bau City. Even though there are many commodities in Wakatobi, in the future they cannot be 

provided alone. Fruit and biopharmaceutical commodities produced are still small when 

compared to Bau Bau City and Buton Regency.  

In fact, from the results of the FGDs conducted, some of these commodity items were also 

imported from outside the region, such as Kendari, and Makassar to the island of Java. The 

results of interviews and FGDs with stakeholders conclude that meeting the demand for 

commodities is not only supplied from the Bau-Bau KPPN but also from other areas such as 

Kendari which is the capital city of Southeast Sulawesi, Makassar in South Sulawesi and the 

island of Java. Wider than just the buffer zone.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Fig. 3 Wakatobi Source of Commodities 

Source: Research data, 2022 
The number of visits in 2045 will become 11,532,195 tourists. It is an enormous number 

for commodities fulfillment. The availability of supply is something that needs to be considered. 

The shortage of commodity supply can be met by the surrounding buffer zones such as Bau-

Bau City, Buton Regency, South Buton Regency, and Central Buton Regency, and also from 

outside the Bau-Bau KPPN. This makes inter-regional linkages in terms of fulfilling tourist 

needs should be done immediately.  

 



 

 

 

 

5  Conclusion 

The demand for tourism in the Wakatobi KSPN in the future is very large, and the supply 

of the necessary commodities cannot be fulfilled alone. Inter-regional linkages in the form of 

inter-regional collaboration are urgently needed, especially with the Bau Bau KPPN, as well as 

several other areas such as Kendari, Makassar, and also the island of Java. Commodities such 

as rice, oranges, and apples are still difficult to grow or find in Wakatobi. The linkages that are 

forged can form cooperation agreements between the regional agencies involved, both 

government and private agencies. With this in mind, it is hoped that tourists' needs for 

commodities will not experience obstacles so that tourism activities carried out will be able to 

continue to be sustainable and make a direct contribution to the local community in terms of the 

economy in line with a sustainable environment that is sourced from the cultural roots of the 

local community.   
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