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Abstract: This study aim to forecast foreign tourist visits in Sabang. The study 

utilized the secondary data obtained from the Sabang Culture and Tourism Office and 

Aceh Province. Data was analyzed by using Excel program, because the data was only 

five years. The results of the study show a trend estimate: Y = 117060x + 216768. The R² 

value is 0.9879 which is an appropriate or appropriate model. With the increasing 

number of tourists, the effort to search for development strategies always needs to be 

carried out continuously. Furthermore, the data can be reproduced with an additional five 

years before the forecast starts. 
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1 Introduction 

1.1Background 

1.1.1 Sabang Vision and Mission 
Based on the vision, mission and strategic environmental review, Sabang's long-term 

development goals for 2007-2027 are to realize the advanced, prosperous, faithful, and good 
and authoritative Sabang City. To realize the long-term development goals of Sabang City 
within the next 20 years, the stages are carried out according to the medium-term plan period 
(5 years), namely 4 stages in accordance with the development of conditions, resource 
capabilities and priority scale. The policy of each stage is made sustainable so as to achieve 
the development vision of Sabang City in the next 20 years. The following are the main policy 
objectives outlined in the RPJP stages. 

Each stage of RPJP (I: 2007-2012, II: 2012-2017, III: 2017-2022, IV: 2022-2027), consists 
of Economic Development, Development of Facilities and Infrastructure, Development of 
Education, Health Development, Development of Public Governance, Development Religion 
and Social Culture: 
Phase 1 (2007-2012) in terms of economic development, the policy objectives to be achieved 
are: 
a. Increasing the welfare of the community and the reduction of the poor through facilitation 

of basic needs, empowerment of business groups and communities, proportional and 
modern coaching of the informal sector business. 

b. The realization of food security through efforts to intensify agricultural businesses, 
especially food crops and horticulture, and improvement of fishery products. 
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c. The increase in the number of tourist visits to the City of Sabang so as to increase tourism 
business community. 

d. The establishment of the main facility of Sabang Free Port Area as the main port (hub port) 
which functions as a port of import-export (international) and also as a port of national 
transhipment in accordance with the mandate of Law Number 37 of 2000 and Law 
Number 11 of 2006. 

e. Port and trade activities are running even though it is still a small scale. 
f. The establishment of People's and Modern Fisheries Ports as an effort to realize export 

activities through the Sabang Free Trade Area. 
g. Availability of sufficient energy energy resources that support investment. 
Phase 2 (2012-2017) in terms of economic development, the policy objectives to be achieved 
are: 
a. Increased development of the main facilities of the Sabang Free Port Area as the main port 

(hub port) whose function is as an international (import) port of import and also as a 
national port for transhipment, in accordance with Law Number 37/2000 and Law Number 
11/2006. 

b. The running of trade activities and export / re-export activities of domestic / foreign 
commodities through Sabang Free Port. 

c. Increased public welfare through the activities of SMEs, small industries and trade in 
industrial products of the people of Sabang City. 

d. Maintaining food security through intensification of agricultural, maritime and fisheries 
businesses so as to reduce dependence on staple foods from outside the city of Sabang. 

e. Increasing the number of tourist visits to the City of Sabang so that the tourism business of 
the community and the tourism industry increases. 

f. The functioning of people's and modern fishing ports as an effort to realize export activities 
through the Sabang Free Trade Area. 

g. Increase the adequacy of electrical energy resources that support investment by striving to 
utilize Jaboi geothermal energy sources. 

The third stage (2017-2022), the economic development goals through the policies to be 
achieved are: 

a. Increasing the completeness of the main facilities and infrastructure and supporting the 
Sabang Free Port Area as the main port that functions as an international (import) port of 
import and also as a national port for transhipment. 

b. Increased port and trade activities and national export / re-export-import and transhipment 
activities. 

c. Increased welfare of the community through small industry activities and trade in 
community industrial products and development of leading sectors in the City of Sabang. 

d. Stable community agricultural production in maintaining food security as an effort to 
maintain regional independence. 

e. The number of tourist visits has increased very significantly to the City of Sabang so that it 
has an impact not only on the community of tourism actors but also on the wider 
community. 

f. Increased export activities of fishery products and increased welfare of fishing communities. 
g. Guaranteed availability of electrical energy resources that support investment by utilizing 

Jaboi alternative geothermal energy sources. 
Finally, at stage 4 (2022-2027) in terms of economic development, the policy objectives to be 
achieved are: 
a. The realization of the completeness of the main facilities and infrastructure and the support 
of the Sabang Free Port Area as the main port that functions as a port of import-export 
(international) and also as a port for the transfer of national transhipment. 



 

b. The development of trade / commerce in the city of Sabang which is the center of the 
Sabang Free Port and Free Trade Zone, both at the regional level (Aceh's export-import gate), 
nationally and internationally. 
c. The development of the tourism sector, with the characteristics of the typical region and 
quality infrastructure and facilities make Sabang as the main tourist destination in Aceh and is 
well-known nationally and internationally with the mainstay of marine tourism, 
cultural/historical/heritage attractions and natural tourism, which has an impact on increasing 
economic activity the community. 
d. The development of the fishing industry accompanied by increased fisheries production is 
the mainstay of Sabang's export commodity. 
e. Development of Balohan Industrial Area (KIB) for the development of mechanical / 
automotive industries, and other industries that are of high quality and competitive. 
f. The development of small and medium enterprises and cooperatives as a result of the 
development of the free trade area and free port of Sabang. 
g. The realization of the availability of sufficient energy resources to meet the basic needs of 
the community and support investment. 
h. Achieving quality and sustainable economic growth so that per capita income in 2027 
reaches a level of prosperity and a small poverty rate. 

1.1.2 Sabang Tourism Potential 
Sabang's vision and mission are in line with its potential as a tourist city with marine 

tourism types divided by sub-districts as follows: 
a. Sukakarya District: Iboih tourism forest, Rubiah marine park, Gapang Island, Teupin 

Layee Island, Teupin Sirkui Beach, Lueng Angin Beach, Kasih Beach, Pria Laot 
Beach, Aneuk Laot Lake, Km Nol Monument, Sarang Cave, Swimbath, Paradiso 
Beach, water plunge 

b. Sukajaya District: Pasir Putih Beach, Keunuekai Hot Beach, Tapak Gajah Beach, 
Aroun Beach, Sumur Tiga Beach, Reuteuk Beach, Jaboi Hot Springs, Balohan Beach, 
Chum Beach. 

The Director General of Destination Development at the Ministry of Tourism and Creative 
Economy has set Sabang as Indonesia's Leading Nature Destination along with 44 other tourist 
objects / regions. Welcoming the Asean Economic Community the readiness of all sectors that 
are expected to rapidly develop rapidly is education and tourism, because in Indonesia these 
two sectors are considered to be relatively more ready to compete compared to other sectors. 

The development of tourists in Sabang will affect the economies of other regions in Aceh 
Province such as Banda Aceh and Jantho, because tourism is an industrial sector that will 
attract other sectors to develop as well. To make a tourist development strategy in Sabang, 
forecasting the number of foreign tourists to Sabang in the next five years is important. 

1.2  Formulation of the Problem 

Based on the background picture, the formulation of the problem of this research is how to 
forecast the number of foreign tourist visits in the next five years? 

1.3 Research Purposes 

The purpose of this study was to determine the forecasting number of foreign tourist visits 
in the next five years. 

1.4 Scope of Problem 

This study uses data on the number of foreign tourist arrivals in 2013-2017 in Sabang. 



 

1.5 Benefits of Research 

With the forecast of foreign tourists, it is hoped that the Sabang City government will 
always pay attention and develop their potential. In addition, it can be a reinforcement so that 
service is improved. 

2 Methodology 

2.1 Populatioan and Research Sample 

The population in this study was the number of tourist visits in Sabang, while the research 
sample was in 2013-2017. This study uses secondary data obtained from the Sabang Culture 
and Tourism Office and Aceh Province, and through related agency reports, related literature 
studies, and documentation. 

2.2 Research Instrument and Data Collection Techniques 

Data collection at the Culture and Tourism Office (DISBUDPAR) of Sabang and Aceh can 
be seen in Table 1. 

Tabel 1.Research Data Collection Methods and Instruments 

Data Type Data Retrieval Data Collection Technique Research 

Instrumen 

Secondary Number of foreign tourist 

visits over the past five years 

Dinas Kebudayaan dan 

Pariwisata (DISBUDPAR) 

Sabang and Aceh 

Documentation 

2.3 Processing and Analysis of Data 

Data processing to project tourism growth in the next five years is obtained through an 
excell program. While the data analysis is done descriptively and to simplify the explanation, 
a statistical table is used. 

3 Results And Discussion 

3.1 Tourism Devisa 

In 2018, the tourism sector is predicted to become Indonesia's largest foreign exchange 
contributor of US $ 20 billion, an increase of around 20 percent from 2017, which is around 
US $ 16.8 billion. The highest QPI (quality performance index) tourism is to bring in foreign 
tourists or generate foreign exchange. The contribution of tourism foreign exchange to other 
exorced commodities can be seen in Table 2. 
 

 

 

 

 



 

Table 2. Tourism Foreign Exchange Ranking of Other Export Commodities2011-2015 

 
Source: www.kemenpar.go.id 

Table 2. shows that in 2011 tourism contribution compared to other export commodities 
was at number V, and since 2013-2015 it has increased to IV. 

3.2 Origin of Foreign Tourist 

As long as foreign tourists according to Disbudpar in 2017, can be seen in Graph 1. 
 

 
Source: Disbudpar, 2018.  

Graph 1. Visit of Foreign Touristsaccording to Nationality in 2017 
 

Graph 1. shows that the highest number of foreign tourists visiting Aceh Province is 
Malaysia as many as 24,748 people, while the lowest is Thailand as many as 267 people. 
Malaysia is a major market for halal tourism. 

 
 
 
 
 



 

3.3 Sabang Foreign Tourist Forecast 

The number of foreign tourist visits in the last 5 years can be seen in Table 3. 

Table3.Number of Foreign Tourist Visits to Sabang 2013-2017 

Tourist Type Year 

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Foreign Tourists 4,648 3,492 5,582 10,038 6,031 

Source: Dinas Kebudayaan dan Pariwisata Sabang, 2018. 

Table 3 shows that over the past five years the number of foreign tourist arrivals has 
increased on average. From these data we can forecast the number of tourist visits for the next 
five years which can be seen in Graph 2. 

  
Graph2.Forecast Number of Foreign Tourist Visits to Sabang 

Source: secondary data, processed, 2018. 

Graph 2. shows the trend in the number of foreign tourist arrivals over the next five years 
starting from 2018-2023 has increased. This trend shows: 
Y= 117060x + 216768, dengan R² = 0,9879 
The R² value indicates that the forecasting model fits 98 percent.Forecasting the number of 
foreign tourist arrivals in Sabang has increased in 2018-2022, as well as [1] in Lombok in 
2010-2015, where the number of tourist visits has increased. 

Table4. Visiting Forecast Results Foreign Tourists to Sabang 

Year Forecast (people/thousands) 

2018 5940 

2019 6286 

2020 6898 

2021 7074 

2022 6289 

Source: secondary data, processed, 2018. 

Table 4. shows that there has been an increase in the number of foreign tourist arrivals on 
average over the next five years since 2018. The Government of Aceh's target in 2018 is to 
increase the number of foreign tourists to Aceh Province by 100 thousand, meaning the 
forecasting result of 5940 people has been exceeding the target. 

 

 



 

4 Conclusion 

Conclusions from the results of this study show the results of the forecast of foreign 
tourists shows an increase in the number of tourist visits for the next five years. 
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