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Abstract. This research was aimed to find and look on how Guided Reading Approach 

can reach students’ reading comprehension. The researcher found that there were some 

weaknesses of Guided Reading Approach. They were: students sometimes did not do the 

real discussion; they tended to converse to other students, the discussion tended to be 

under the influence of some prominent students, Guided Reading Approach need extra 

time to be applying within the class, and it is difficult to do monitoring and coaching for 

each students. Therefore, the researcher analyzed how important do guided reading 

approach’s steps contribute to reach students’ reading comprehension. The design of the 

research was descriptive qualitative research. The data were collected by doing analyzing 

and exploring some journals, books, both printed and electronic documents, and other 

sources or information that relate to the research. The researcher found that some steps of 

guided reading approach contributed much to reach students’ reading comprehension 

even though the other steps contain weakness. However, those other steps played as a 

bridge to continue to the next step in guided reading approach to reach the indicator of 

reading comprehension. The steps contributed much to reach students’ reading 

comprehension were: picture walk, predicting, discussing vocabulary, discussion text 

features, activating background knowledge, monitoring, asking questions and listening to 

the students’ read, feedback, strategies, assessment and discussion. 
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1 Introduction 

There are four skills that must be learnt by the students in learning English. They are 

listening, speaking, reading, and writing. Reading is one of skills that is crucial to be taught to 

the students. It is an activity which correlates the students with the written text to get the 

meaning. Reading is a fluent process of readers combining information from a text and their 

own background knowledge to build meaning [1]. It is a complex process because during 

reading students not only have to read a text or passage, but they also need to associate the 

material that they read with their background knowledge to understand that text or passage 

Understanding the text by success in constructing meaning from written text with students’ 

background knowledge is the goal of reading. It is called reading comprehension. Reading 

comprehension as the ability to take information and derive sentence and discourse 

interpretation [2]. It is the process through which the recognized words are transformed into a 
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meaningful idea. It means that reading comprehension asks students to have the ability to 

make a conclusion by their own interpretation based on the text or passage that they have read. 

In order to improve students’ reading comprehension, there are some approaches, methods, 

strategies, or techniques that can be used by the teacher. One of approach that can be used by 

the teacher to teach reading is Guided Reading. Guided reading is an approach developed by 

Fountas and Pinnell in 1996 to teach reading for the students’ in a small group setting [3]. It 

focuses on students coaching in reading process. In guided reading, the students are directed to 

understand the meaning of text that they read depend on the students need. Teacher put the 

students in some groups based on their reading achievement, and the teacher afterward will 

support students to help them in understanding the text or passage based on the students need 

in the groups. Moreover, the purpose of guided reading is that teacher will help the students 

learn how to use independent reading strategy. The students are also helped to learn effective 

strategies for processing text with understanding 

Guided reading involves students’ reading practice strategies; it also encourages students 

in increasing their comprehension, accuracy, fluency, vocabulary, and reading level [4]. 

However, there are weaknesses of guided reading approach implementation. In implementing 

guided reading approach, students still converse to the others during the discussion. They did 

not enthusiastic to utter their prediction and discussion [5]. Guided reading approach is in 

discussion setting. Some disadvantages of discussion setting. It is difficult to predict about 

what will happen along reading process within the group, a discussion may under control of 

more prominent students, discussion will take much time, discussion problem sometimes can 

be out of the topic so that it is difficult to limit its problem, and during discussion, some 

students may have lack confidents to utter their opinion [6]. Therefore, it can be assumed that 

guided reading needs extra time to be implemented inside the class since learning process will 

also needs extra time to finish the steps. Besides, the researcher also assumed that it is 

impossible to collect reading problems from each students since it also need extra time 

especially for coaching. 

Related to the explanation above, the researcher is interested to look how guided reading 

approach affects and improve students’ reading comprehension while it has said that it has 

certain weaknesses in setting. Therefore, the researcher will conduct a research under the title: 

“Guided Reading Approach to Reach Students’ Reading Comprehension.” 

The researcher formulates the question of the research is “How is Guided Reading 

Approach to Reach Students’ Reading Comprehension?” 

2 Review of Literature 
A. Reading Comprehension 

Reading is a process in which readers try to draw inference from the written text of 

passage to their own inference to get comprehension. While comprehension is the 

ability to understand words, ideas and relationship between ideas within a text [2]. 

Hence, reading comprehension is constructing the meaning of written text by making 

inference into meaningful idea.  

B. Reading Comprehension Assessment 

To assess reading comprehension, some criteria needed are comprehending lexical 

writing items and being able to derive the meaning of unfamiliar items, understanding 

sentences in the text, understanding writer’s idea and purpose within the text, drawing 

the inference of the text, and understanding the tone and style of text [7].  

C. Guided Reading Approach 



Guided reading is an instructional context for supporting each reader’s development of 

effective strategies for processing novel texts at increasingly challenging levels of 

difficulty [8]. It is also an approach which is used to teach reading in a small group 

setting with doing coaching for students [3]. Thus, guided reading approach is not only 

provided the teacher to do monitoring, and coaching to help students and support them 

to comprehend the written text, but also support the students to build reading power.  

 

 

3 Methodology 

The setting of this research was descriptive qualitative research because the researcher 

wanted to find out and describe how guided reading approach can reach students’ reading 

comprehension. Descriptive research is a research conducted to solve research problem by 

providing the data, analyzing the data, and making interpretation about the data [9]. While 

qualitative research is a research conducted to find out human’s problem by providing the 

entire description and complex ideas by using words or linguistic or a language from the 

sources in research setting [10]. Hence, a descriptive qualitative research is a research that 

describes phenomenon, facts, or reality by using words explanation to solve research problem. 

In this research, the researcher used documentation to collect the data. The documentation 

is a record of events that have already passed. The document can be a form of writing, 

drawing, or the monumental work of someone [11]. Besides, a documentation is a collection 

of data about such as notes, transcripts, books, newspapers, magazines, etc [12]. Therefore, 

techniques of the data collection that would be used in this research is the note, transcripts, 

books, and journals about the material related to Guided Reading Approach in order to reach 

Reading Comprehension. 

The researcher used content analysis in order to analyze the data. Content analysis the 

researcher will do choosing process, comparing, combining, choosing various definitions 

which are relevance [12]. Meanwhile, if a researcher took documentation as a tool to collect 

the data, and he decided to use content analysis, first of all, he should to plan how to choose 

and collect the book content to be analyzed. The researcher should to make a broad the 

categories of what he thinks important to be identified related to the research. Next, he should 

compare those categories among the other sources which are identified too. It could be 

concluded that the researcher choose and collect the sources related to the research that would 

be found out [10]. The researcher might take note while finding the materials related to the 

focus of this research. After that, the researcher did the coding based on the notes that have 

been taken in the first step. It means that the researcher made an interpretation related to the 

notes. Finally, the researcher would take a conclusion of the association between the data and 

the research focus. Content analysis, on the other hand, is the way how the researcher interpret 

research topic, read the symbols within it, and how the researcher find connection between it. 

4 Result and Discussion 

 

The data was got by focusing on analyzing how far and how important the components of 

each step of Guided Reading Approach contribute to the goals of reading comprehension. The 

analyzing process will be related to the questions: What for do the sub steps are done? What 



will happen if one of sub steps is missing in guided reading procedure? Do the sub steps can 

reach reading comprehension’s goals? Who said that the sub steps are important? and How 

important are those sub steps within the step? 

The questions above arouse based on a theory of content analysis explained by Gunawan 

[10]. He says that in analyzing the content of a book, a researcher needs to plan how to choose 

and how to take a book content to be analyzed. A researcher needs to develop relevance 

categories to identify which theory those are important to his research. After that, a researcher 

will compare those categories among other book sources which are being found. Hence, the 

explanation of Gunawan above guided the researcher to formulate those questions to look and 

find more detail of the process of how the step of guided reading can reach students’ reading 

information. 

 

1. Before Reading 

Before reading section, there are sub steps that should be done to get the purpose of 

reading. They are: 

a. Grouping  

Place the students within four to six based on the information of running record. Grouping 

is a condition in which students who sit within a small group setting which is organized for 

learning matter [13]. It is aimed to give teacher a way to approach reading instruction 

systematically so that students’ needs are met [4]. The grouping activity may not contribute so 

much to achieve reading comprehension, but it is prerequisite to continue to the next step 

within guided reading. This grouping is determined based on students’ running record. Hence, 

students will gather inside the group depend on their achievement in running record. The 

researcher assumes that his grouping is one of sub steps that cannot be separated from guided 

reading.  

b. Picture walk 

Picture walk is one of reading strategy that often be used by the teacher in the class [14]. It 

allows the students to establish interest in the story and to help them build good expectation of 

what will happen in the story so that reading comprehension will be got. It is because a picture 

can be clue for students to guess the unfamiliar word within the text and predict of story plot. 

Without picture walk, students may difficult to interfere of the text that they read because they 

certainly focus of only words within the text. Besides, if there is only a paragraph of a story, 

there is possibility for the students to get bored and struggle while understanding the text. The 

text will be given by the teacher for students for each group, and it can be infer that picture 

walk has self contribution to achieve reading comprehension indicators. 

c. Predicting 

A predicting is a reading strategy that is used to anticipate what is to come [15]. Reading 

involves some strategies such as guessing, predicting, checking, and asking oneself questions 

[16]. If a useful strategy is important to teach students to get comprehension while prediction 

is one of those strategies; hence, prediction is important.  

In guided reading process after using picture walk, it is important to do prediction. Since at 

the time students are given a picture, it is impossible to interpret the use of picture without 

making prediction of that picture. A picture may automatically encourage students to predict 

what the story about. If students can build their prediction about the story written in the text, 

they can be expected to achieve the indicator of reading comprehension. 

d. Discussing the vocabulary 

Vocabulary is the basic component for mastering English skill. It will be hard to master a 

language without mastering certain number of vocabularies [17]. Purpose of guided reading is 



to help students to have reading power and comprehension. Those purposes cannot be got 

without knowing any vocabulary within text that would be read. Hence, discussing vocabulary 

is essential, and vocabulary cannot be neglect in learning a language.  

Guided reading approach provided teacher to introduce students to learn difficult 

vocabulary that will make them struggle in reading process. Since teacher has already known 

her students’ reading achievement based on running record, it will put teacher easier to predict 

which vocabulary that is unfamiliar for her students. Without discussing vocabulary, students 

may hard to get the meaning of the content within the text. It is the reason why the teacher has 

to discuss new vocabulary with the students. 

e. Discussing text features 

Before teaching strategy, it is important for the teacher to recognize what text will be given 

to students. Since text feature is one of factors influencing students’ comprehension. A teacher 

must recognize factors within a text that can enhance or impair comprehension. These factors 

fall into three categories: text features, text organization, and text content. Text features 

include all the components of a story or article that are not the main body of text. These 

include the table of contents, index, glossary, headings, bold words, sidebars, pictures and 

captions, and labeled diagrams. While text organization refers to pattern and structure used by 

the author to write the text, and text content is what teacher want for the students to read [18]. 

Discussing these text features, text organization and text content is important in guided 

reading because students may get problem during reading if it is not discussed.  

By knowing text feature, students will get description of text that will be read, and they can 

ask questions related to it before reading to the teacher if they do not want to get 

misunderstanding about text. According to English middle school syllabus, the texts usually 

learnt are descriptive text, announcement text, recount text, narrative text, factual report text 

and procedure text. 

f. Activating background knowledge 

Activating background knowledge is one of principle to teaching reading [1]. Activating 

student’s background knowledge can influence reading comprehension. Background 

knowledge includes all of experiences that students’ bring to a text. It consists of life 

experience, educational experience, knowledge of how a text can be organized rhetorically, 

knowledge of how first language work or how second language work, and also a knowledge of 

cultural pattern [1]. These background knowledges can enhance reading comprehension 

especially by setting goals, asking questions, making predictions, teaching text structure, and 

etc. If students find problem with the text topic, activating background knowledge may be 

useful. Hence, incorrect background knowledge will also influence students’ comprehension 

about the text. This is why activating background knowledge need to be considered.  

Activating background knowledge enables students to make inferences about what they are 

reading [19]. It also draws their attention to the essential information to the main knowledge, 

and it can provide a plan for recall. 

 

2. During Reading 

a. Monitoring 

Principles underlying the development of reading comprehension are verifying prediction, 

monitoring comprehension, identifying author bias and intent, and having goals of reading in 

mind [20]. In monitoring process, students look how well they understand learning material.  

Teacher will move from one students to the other students to listen to their reading and 

look again students’ self-monitoring. There are several strategies can be used for monitoring: 

make connections, predictions, inferences, use context clues, use text features, identify text 



structures, use graphic organizers to pinpoint particular types of text information and write 

comments or questions on self-stick notes or in the margins [19]. 

The researcher assumes that this monitoring is the main point of guided reading approach 

characteristic. It is because from the definition of guided reading, teacher teaches reading in 

small group setting while providing individual coaching. The coaching is done by doing 

monitoring to look students’ reading process during reading.  

b. Asking question and Listening to the students’ read 

In guided reading, self-monitoring, asking question and listening to the students’ read are 

united. Questioning answer is a reading comprehension strategy developed to clarify how 

students approach the task of reading texts and answering questions [21]. Assessing by giving 

questions during reading in other word will encourage teacher to do coaching to students, and 

encourage teacher to teach reading strategy.   

This questioning section cannot be separated from guided reading approach because the 

main point of guided reading approach is coaching and monitoring during reading. Coaching 

and monitoring is done by asking students’ question.  

c. Feedback 

In guided reading approach, a feedback is needed to make students know their ability of 

reading comprehension so that they can be motivated. A feedback can be information about 

the process of an activity in form of evaluative response [22]. Hence, while teacher do 

monitoring during reading in guided reading approach, asking students questions, listening to 

their read, it is time for teacher to give feedback for students.  

A feedback can be correction of the process, and if the process is correct, it will turn to 

praise or compliment. It is will also determine students’ achievement to get reading 

comprehension. Incorrect feedback can also influence students’ reading achievement. 

Students, on the other hand, will also get incorrect understanding of text, or they may lose 

motivation to read text.  

d. Strategies 

Strategy is a tool for active, self-directed involvement that is necessary to develop 

students’ communication ability. The strategies can be: having a purpose (gaining students to 

get what they want to get from text), previewing (identifying topic, main idea, and text 

organization), skimming (looking quickly through text to get general idea of what is about), 

scanning (looking quickly through the text to locate specific information, predicting, 

activating background knowledge, inferring, etc [15]. Those reading strategies are got to solve 

reading problem. Hence, without strategy reading problems may hard to be solved. Strategy is 

also a way to get reading purpose. This is why a teacher should teach students to transform a 

strategy to skill. It means that students will automatically use those strategies without think so 

much of using it.  

A strategy is also reading principle that must be taught to students. Hence, reading cannot 

be separated from strategy because the way to solve reading problem is by using strategy. The 

researcher assumes that a strategy can be taught through coaching or by giving feedback 

during monitoring.  

3. After Reading 

a.  Assessment 

An assessment is the way to get to know the students and their quality [23]. An assessment 

can be used to assess students’ reading comprehension. Teacher can measure how far 

students’ understand the text given. One of goal of guided reading approach is reading 

comprehension. To get to know whether students reach that goal, it is crucial to measure it. 



Basically, the assessment has been started from the beginning of guided reading approach. 

The process of Assessment for learning includes classroom interaction, questioning, structured 

classroom activities, and feedback geared at helping students to bridge the learning gaps [24]. 

Students are also actively engaged in the assessment process through self- and peer- 

assessment. Therefore, assessment can be benchmark for teacher of whole aspect of learning 

material.  

In order to assess students’ reading comprehension, it can be done by giving the questions, 

evaluating students through open-ended tasks such as answering essay questions, doing 

science experiments, projects, and presentations, and developing portfolios, student dialog, 

and formal standardized assessment [25]. It can be concluded that the way to assess students’ 

reading comprehension can be various ways. It can be done by observing students during 

reading and monitoring in guided reading, by asking them questions, asking them to tell their 

comprehension, or it can be assess by using formal assessment for example by giving test 

form. 

b. Discussion  

The final step in guided reading approach is by doing discussion. The discussion is done as 

a whole. Teacher and students will totally discuss about the text during reading. Discussion is 

a condition in which teacher and students or students and students interact among each other 

to share the idea, opinion, and thought in learning process [26]. By doing this discussion, 

students can share their idea, problems, the strategies have been used to comprehend the text, 

etc 

The reason of why discussion is important in the last reading section in guided reading is 

that by doing discussion, students’ misunderstanding toward the text will be fixed. One 

student can also get the other ways to solve reading problem from another student. If there is 

one or some students who still do not understand text content, then teacher will review the 

text. Furthermore, a discussion can make students’ strongly comprehend text, and it is also 

very useful to be used to reach guided reading goal 

 

 

5 Conclusion 

The conclusion of this research are: firstly, It can be infer that each step of guided reading 

approach is united to support one another. Second, several steps play the important role to 

affect students’ reading comprehension. Third, Grouping may not contribute directly to reach 

students’ reading comprehension, but it is prerequisite to continue to the next step in Guided 

Reading Approach. A grouping is also a special characteristic of Guided Reading Approach. 

Last, monitoring is the main point of Guided Reading Approach characteristic. Hence, at the 

time the teacher decide to adapt Guided Reading Approach to help students to reach their 

comprehension in reading, a teacher should consider students’ learning condition and learning 

time duration. 
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