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Abstract.This study aims to describe the improvement of the integrated 

thematic learning process using the Discovery Learning model in elementary 

school. This study uses a qualitative and quantitative approach with the type of 

research is classroom action research. The subjects of this study were teachers 

and 37 fourth grade students of 04 Birugo State Elementary School, Bukittinggi 

City. The results of the study have increased, the observation of the Learning 

Implementation Plan (RPP) in the first cycle is 79.15% and the second cycle is 

94.4%. The teacher aspect of cycle I was 77.65% to 91.6% in cycle II and in the 

aspect of students in the first cycle 79.15%, cycle II 88.9. Assessment of 

students in the first cycle, namely 71.12 increased in the second cycle, namely 

81.82. So, the Discovery Learning model can improve integrated thematic 

learning processes. 
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1.  Introduction 

Integrated thematic learning is integrated learning that uses themes to link multiple 

subjects so that they can provide meaningful experiences to students [1], [2]. The 

characteristics of integrated thematic learning are student-centered, provide direct experience 

to students, inter-subject separation is not visible, present the concepts of various subjects in a 

learning process, are flexible, and learning outcomes can develop in accordance with student 

interests and needs [3]–[5]. Discovery learning model is suitable for use in integrated thematic 

learning in order to improve student learning processes because this model students are 

encouraged to find their own knowledge, through data collection, data processing, and 

drawing conclusions so that learning will be interesting and fun for students and the output 

produced by students will last a long time for students to remember [6], [7]. According to 

Hosnan (2014: 282) "Discovery Learning is a model for developing active ways of learning 

students by finding themselves, investigating themselves, then the results obtained will be 

faithful and durable in memory, students will not easily forget."[8] Discovery Learning is a 

series of learning activities that involve maximally all the ability of students to search and 
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investigate systematically, critically, and logically so that they can find their own knowledge, 

attitudes and skills as a form of existence changes in behaviour [6], [9]. Based on the 

description above, the purpose of this study is to describe the improvement of integrated 

thematic learning process by using discovery learning models in class IV 04 Birugo State 

Elementary School, Bukittinggi City. 

2.  Method 

This study uses a type of classroom action research using qualitative and quantitative 

data analysis with teacher research subjects and 37 fourth grade students of State Elementary 

School 04 Birugo, Bukittinggi City (primary data of 04 Birugo State Elementary School, 

Bukittinggi City, 2016). This study uses a research flow model of Kemmis & Mc Taggart 

[10],: "Broadly speaking there are four stages that are passed, namely (1) planning, (2) 

implementation, (3) observation, and (4) reflection. Research data in the form of observations, 

interviews, and tests of integrated thematic learning with discovery learning models in fourth-

grade students of 04 Birugo State Elementary School, Bukittinggi City. The data is about 

matters relating to planning, implementation, and assessment of learning in the form of 

information on the implementation of learning related to teacher and student behavior which 

includes the interaction of learning between teacher-students, students, and student-teachers in 

integrated thematic learning and The research instrument was collected based on observations 

of the implementation plan of learning, the implementation of learning actions from the 

activities of the teacher and students, and the assessment test of the process and learning 

outcomes. Data were collected for 3 days in two weeks, namely May 2, May 10, and May 12, 

2016 by means of the researcher being a practitioner teacher in the integrated thematic 

learning process by using discovery learning models in class IV 04 Birugo State Elementary 

School, Bukittinggi City. 

3.  Results and Discussion 

3.1.  Results 

The results of the assessment of integrated thematic learning by using discovery learning 

models in fourth grade students of 04 Birugo State Elementary School in Bukittinggi City. For 

more details, see the graph below: 

 
Fig. 1.  Improved Thematic Learning Assessment Results  Integrated against students per cycle 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The results obtained are based on the results of observations on the implementation plan 

of learning cycle I 79.15% (Good). Based on the results of observations carried out on teacher 

activity cycle I 77.65% (Good) while the aspect of students in the first cycle was 79.15% 

(Good). Assessment of students by using the discovery learning model seen during the 

learning process that takes place. Based on the assessment of the process and student learning 

outcomes from aspects of attitudes, knowledge, and skills obtained an overview of aspects of 

attitude, the success of students from the attitude aspect seen during the learning process takes 

place during the first cycle is 70.73 with a conversion value of 2.65 (Good), aspects of 

knowledge 72 , 57 with a conversion of 2.71 (Good), the skill aspect gained an average of 

70.84 with a conversion of 2.64 (Good). Thus the value recapitulation of the three aspects is 

71.12 with a conversion of 2.66 (B-) with 75.6% student completeness. 

Based on the results of observations on the implementation plan of learning, cycle II 

learning obtained a score of 34 from a maximum score of 36 with a percentage of 94.4% 

(AB). Based on the results of observations made on teacher activities, in cycle II learning the 

total scores obtained were 33 from a maximum score of 36 with a percentage of 91.6% (AB). 

While the aspect of students, the score obtained 32 from a maximum score of 36 with a 

percentage of 88.9% (AB). Assessment of students by using the discovery learning model seen 

during the learning process that takes place. Based on the assessment of the process and 

student learning outcomes from the aspects of attitudes, knowledge, and skills obtained the 

description that of the 37 students all students are able to achieve a minimum standard of 

learning completeness. From the learning process and results obtained can be described: (1) 

aspects of attitude, the success of students from the attitude aspect seen during the learning 

process takes place during cycle II is 82.97 with a conversion of 3.43 (Good); (2) Aspects of 

knowledge, the success of students from the aspect of knowledge at this meeting is 81.64 with 

a conversion of 3.28 (B +); (3) Aspects of skill, the success of students from the aspect of 

skills at this meeting is 81.01 with a conversion of 3.22 (B +). Thus the recapitulation of 

values from these three aspects is 81.82 with a conversion value of 3.33 (B +). 

3.2.  Discussion 

 
The implementation of integrated thematic learning is carried out in accordance with the 

established plan. In the implementation of learning, researchers refer to the planning contained 

in the form of learning implementation plans. As stated by Majid [11] said that "the 

implementation plan of learning is a plan that describes the procedures and organization of 

learning to achieve a basic competence specified in the standard of content and has been 

described in the syllabus." 

4.  Conclusion 

Assessment of students in improving the integrated thematic learning process by using 

discovery learning models in cycle I obtained the percentage of the average value, which is 

71.12 with a conversion of 2.66 (B-) with a percentage of students completeness 75.6%, in 

cycle II increased to 81.82 with a conversion of 3.33 (B +) percentage of student completeness 

100%. Thus, discovery learning models can improve integrated thematic learning processes. 
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