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Abstract. Tourism-based on local wisdom and sustainable environment is a priority for
development because it has a value of social, economic, and education that can build
awareness, and the convenience of tourists to visiting the region. To develop such
tourism objects, tourism and environmental activists in Selasari Village, Parigi Sub-
District, Pangandaran District held a cultural performance “Hajat Leuweung” and
structuring the environment of the tourist objects with the aim is to building sights
attitude and behavior of the public towards sustainable environmental preservation. This
research aims to find out the reason, meaning, the actuator and the role of the
environment in such activities. The research method used is descriptive to describe all
activities associated with the event. The selected informants were the selected active
environmental activists that developing and promoting local wisdom-based tourist
attraction that is specified in purposive. The results showed that the reason for tourism
and cultural activists organized a cultural performance and environmental attractions
Setup is to continued the tradition of the ancestors, preserving the beauty, and provide
comfort. The meaning of cultural performance and environment setup is equivalent to
mutual attraction, gratitude, and thanks to God, and the spirit high. While the role of
tourism and culture in the actuator performances and structuring the environment
attractions is organizing the environment, environmental education, and to scatter widely
the environmental information.

Keywords: hajat leuweung, environment, social wisdom, mutual cooperation,
communication.

1 Introduction

Pangandaran is one of the regencies in West Java that has the potential to be a natural
tourist destination environmentally. The potential of this nature is the attraction because in it
includes a factor of nature conservation, empowerment social-cultural local community
economy as well as the aspects of learning and education. Natural attractions such as the
Grand Canyon, Goa Sutra Reregan, Santirah Rafting, Goa Lanang. into another alternative for
tourists to pay a visit to Pangandaran Beach tourism, and in addition to the nature reserve. The
addition of these tourism objects can increase regional income, reduce labor, open business
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opportunities for local communities, and so on. The opening of attractions besides the beach is
inseparable from the efforts of community members who care about the potential of their
region in the field of tourism. They are tourism and cultural activists who work hard to open,
maintain, and promote non-coastal tourism objects, which is in its execution begins with
communication in the form of dialogue to equal the perception and collaboration with
stakeholders. This is emphasized by the research from Vaulvoulis (2017) [1], [2], [3].

One of the tourism objects promoted by tourism and cultural activists in Pangandaran is
nature tourism in the form of a cave trail (Reregan, Silk, and Lanang), and the Santirah
Rafting in Selasari Village, Parigi Sub-District, Pangandaran District. They promote these
tourism objects with a cultural performance “Hajat Leuweung”.

“Hajat Leuweung” is not simply a cultural event to promote tourism in the region, but it
contained neighborhood values can be used as lessons for maintaining a sustainable
environment. This is confirmed by the research of [4], [5], [6].

In addition, the treatment of its own sights are always paying attention to the
environment, such as the handling of trash, tree planting, care of the environment of the
surrounding forest encroachment, and spread the information about waste problems that
pollute the river through the media. This is emphasized from the research conducted by [7],
[8], and [9].

2 Result and Discussion

Tourism and cultural activists in Pangandaran District are individuals who come from
various elements, such as teachers, village officials, sub-district employees, members of the
youth organization, and so on. They are moved to promote tourism objects through cultural
performances “hajat leuweung”, and at the same time maintain, maintain, and preserve the
natural environment that is in the location of tourist objects located in their respective regions.
The activities carried out by them are an implementation of their role as tourism and cultural
activists. The reason for conducting cultural events “hajat leuweung”, and environmental
arrangement by tourism and cultural activists is to continue the ancestral habits to preserve the
environment as a source of life, maintain the environment for the beauty of tourist objects
from damage, maintain the environment for the convenience of visitors.

Continuing the Maintain the For visitor
ancestors habits magnificence comfort

Fig. 1. The Reason for Making Environmental Arrangements



Tourism and cultural activists state that the reason for performing cultural
performances “hajat leuweung”, and the arrangement of the environment of the tourist objects
is based on the experiences of the previous people whom he “learned” so that he became a
provision of knowledge and provision of life for himself. The life experience of environmental
activists is the seeing, feeling, thinking, and acting in accordance with the situations and
conditions that occur in the surrounding environment where he lives and interacts, so that from
the experience environmental activists recognize the surrounding social facts, and at the same
time determine the limits for doing something as a realization of their consciousness.

The experiences gained during the interaction are the reasons for him to perform “hajat
leuweung” performances, and the arrangement of the tourist environment because of the desire
to “continue the ancestral habits” in an effort to preserve the environment as a source of life.
The emergence of these reasons does not come just like that, they read, and hear, even do
something in their daily lives how ancestors treat the environment.

Tourism and cultural activists assume that what the ancestors have done is an effective
way to carry out the ritual of hajat leuweung and the arrangement of the environment.
Therefore they preserve it with the assumption that the habit is very useful in building a
sustainable living environment. The habits of the ancestors are a source of knowledge for
tourism activists in environmental management because they are humans who are close to
nature, which has a high level of environmental literacy. The ancestors have the good
capability to read natural phenomena, so they can produce knowledge and pass on their
knowledge to the present generation. Tourism and cultural activists are individuals who
become heirs to ancestral habits in environmental management, where they gain knowledge
about the habits of their ancestors since they are in the family, community, and social
organizations (tourism activists group), and from the media (social).

The family environment becomes the first source of knowledge about the environment
that has been conducted by ancestors before. Hereditary habits by the family lead to tourism
and cultural activists accustomed to treating the environment in accordance with the habits of
their ancestors. Like planting and maintaining plants, not littering, cleaning the environment,
and so on. The environmental maintenance habits that are obtained in the family environment
become provision for themselves to do the same in the community. Interaction within the
community builds awareness of tourism and cultural activists that he gets positive and
negative judgments from others. With this awareness, then they must prepare themselves to
explain the importance of managing a better environment, and at the same time must relearn
about the environment from other community members whose level of knowledge and
experience is higher than themselves. For this reason, a dialogue with all stakeholders is
needed to equate perception in responding appropriately to everything that is of concern [1].

The medium to pass on more comprehensive environmental values is obtained by
tourism and cultural activists in social organizations. In general, they are gathered in the
tourism activists group (Kompepar). This group has a commitment to building tourism
activities based on local wisdom values by taking into account its potential and supporting
factors, namely a sustainable environment. Therefore the best way to preserve tourist
destinations from social, cultural and environmental degradation must apply the principles of
sustainability to reduce profligacy [4].

As an association, members of the compartment are bound by the same rules to achieve
common goals effectively and efficiently. Tourism and cultural activists who are members of
Kompepar work together to build and promote tourism objects through the performance of
“hajat leuweung”, and the arrangement of the environment of the tourism objects.
Collaboration between them became one of its basic capital.



The medium to inherit the environmental values used are government institutions,
especially those related to tourism activities, namely the Tourism and Culture Office of
Pangandaran District. Tourism and cultural activists must synergize with this institution
because it is one of the policy-making institutions in the tourism sector.

There are four tourism programs implemented by this institution. First, the development
of destinations, both the development of the tourism industry, the three marketing, and the
four institutions and partnerships. The synergy that must be built with tourism and cultural
activists is a partnership because both parties need each other. The government created a
partnership program because it must involve tourism and cultural activists as stakeholders who
have the knowledge, skills, and experience in opening and promoting local wisdom-based and
environmental attractions so that their voices can be accommodated in the process of tourism
policy making.

The management of a cultural performance “hajat leuweung”, and the structuring of the
tourism object is the proof that tourism and cultural activists have the knowledge, skills, and
experience in the field. Therefore, they become one of the important components in the
success of tourism programs based on local wisdom and the environment in Pangandaran
District.

The reason for tourism and cultural activists to perform “hajat leuweung” performances
and the arrangement of the tourist environment is to “maintain the beauty” of tourism objects
from damage, showing that within themselves awareness has emerged about environmental
aesthetic values. Maintaining the beauty of tourism objects is very important for them because
it becomes a strong carrying capacity to attract tourists to visit it. Tourism and cultural
activists realize that maintaining the beauty (aesthetics) of the environment is an element that
greatly determines the quality of the attractions they manage. Therefore, the arrangement of
cultural performances “hajat leuweung” and the locations that are used as tourism objects are
made as beautiful as possible with various attributes that are full of symbolic meanings, such
as the participants and visitors dressed in adat, making tumpeng, providing torches and eating
and drinking utensils made of brass, etc.

Environmental aesthetics developed by tourism and cultural activists objectively in the
“hajat leuweung” cultural performance and structuring their objects can be a filter against
various negative influences that can damage the quality and are harmful to the preservation of
nature and culture in Pangandaran. Therefore, they then sharpened the ability to appreciate art
and culture (local wisdom) which is still taking place in Pangandaran by learning from the
elders, so that the beauty can be felt by visitors.

The reasons for tourism and cultural activists to perform “hajat leuweung” performances,
and arrangement of tourist attractions because for the convenience of visitors shows that they
pay attention to environmental ethics because basically, humans are an integral part of their
environment. Therefore, humans must be made comfortable when they are in their
environment, including in the tourist attractions they visit. The efforts to make tourists
comfortable when visiting cultural events “Hajat Leuweung”, and their tourism objects are the
implementation of all forms of deeds that are considered good for humans and the surrounding
environment. These efforts can bring people closer to the natural surroundings. This can
happen if humans can feel and understand the deepest values contained in nature [10]. This
closeness shows the relationship between tourism and cultural activists and tourists that can
result in a harmonious relationship between humans and humans, and humans and nature.

The convenience in public spaces (tourism objects) built by tourism and cultural activists
is a product of their moral wisdom in interacting with their environment in order to achieve
the environmental balance. Moral policies produced by tourism and cultural activists are



conveyed in the cultural show “hajat leuweung” which is a legacy of local ancestors, and
structuring of its tourism objects, so that its comfort is not only intended for humans, but all
creatures in it, because for tourism and cultural activists, all beings have the same rights to be
treated fairly. So the environmental ethics applied by them is environmental ethics which
includes both.

The reasons conveyed by environmental and cultural activists for participating in
building and promoting tourism objects through the cultural performance “hajat leuweung”
and the arrangement of tourism objects in the Selasari Village, Parigi Sub-District,
Pangandaran District, showed that they had understood the principles of environmental ethics,
namely respect for nature, having the moral responsibility to nature, having cosmic solidarity,
having compassion and caring for nature, not harming or damaging the environment,
simplicity, and harmony with nature, and justice with nature.

The cultural performance “hajat leuweung” and the arrangement of its objects is a means
for tourism and cultural activists to interact in order to build and promote local wisdom-based
tourism objects and the environment. The social experience gained by environmental activists
is formed, after interacting, both with fellow tourism and cultural activists, as well as with the
community and other stakeholders, this is a learning process that influences its accuracy to
perceive, and the results become the basis for itself to give meaning to what it does.

The meaning of “hajat leuweung” according to tourism and cultural activists involved in
the performance is mutual cooperation, high enthusiasm to build the environment, gratitude,
and thanks to God for the wealth that is gained in the forest.

THE MEANING
OF HAJAT
LEUWEUNG
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Fig. 2. The Meaning of Hajat Leuweung

Tourism and cultural activists build the meaning of “hajat leuweung” based on experience
when they interact. These experiences bring concepts, values, tips, etc. which help them to
formulate these meanings. “Hajat leuweung”, according to them as an ancestral heritage that
means “mutual cooperation, gratitude, and gratitude for the gift given by the creator to
humans, and high enthusiasm for building the region”.

The meaning of “hajat leuweung” as an act of mutual cooperation which is a legacy of
ancestors, because this has become a tradition from the past until now so that it becomes a
national culture. In relation to the cultural performance “Hajat Leuweung”, the value of
mutual cooperation appears in the activities of the local community in making numerous the



cone (tumpeng) and the torch in the middle of it with three cones larger than the others and
decorated in such a way that very interesting to see. All that is done by the community that
works together with tourism and cultural activists do not expect anything in return but is
carried out for the common interest that is building and promoting tourism based on local
wisdom and the environment.

The cultural performance “hajat leuweung” and the arrangement of the tourism objects
were carried out based on togetherness between tourism and cultural activists and other
community members so that the unity between them was established. The togetherness that
exists between them requires sacrifice, both in the form of thought, energy and cost to meet
the common needs, and all take place voluntarily without coercion.

Mutual cooperation carried out by tourism and cultural activists are the implementation
of cooperation between individuals and groups based on mutual trust to cooperate in carrying
out cultural performances “hajat leuweung” and structuring tourism objects that are of mutual
interest. For this reason, careful and meaningful collaboration is needed between the various
interest groups that pay attention to this activity [2], because collaboration in mutual
cooperation is a form of social solidarity.

Another meaning of “hajat leuweung” is gratitude and gratefulness for the gift given by
the creator to humans. This gratitude is a sense that arises from tourism and cultural activists
who make themselves brave to carry out these activities with high enthusiasm and optimism.
Gratitude which was accompanied by the gratitude that appeared to them caused him to
always work to build and promote tourism objects without complaints and without forcing
help from other parties (the government).

Another thing of gratitude and gratefulness to God can strengthen the relationship
between them and strengthen the group’s morale in building and promoting tourism in
Pangandaran. The social relations that are intertwined between tourism and cultural activists,
and with other communities are so familiar and full of family. They routinely gather and
communicate both face to face and media to discuss various problems in tourism management.

Cultural and tourism activists often visit local elders to consult about local traditions that
are still being carried out, both in the form of traditional rituals and environmental
management practices of their lives to be appointed as a tourist attraction based on local
wisdom and the environment. This shows that communication with colleagues can build their
attitudes and behavior [3]. The gratitude and gratefulness ultimately bring tourism and cultural
activists to treat nature as a tourist attraction by caring for and managing it well, not excessive
in exploiting and make use of nature and using natural wealth with a purpose as a service.

The last meaning of “hajat leuweung” is the high spirit symbolized by a thousand torches
and a large bonfire. Environmental and tourism activists state that in the cultural performance
“hajat leuweung”, torches and bonfires are an inner drive to take action to open and promote
local wisdom-based attractions and the environment.

The emergence of high spirit meaning symbolized by the torch and bonfire, because they
feel that the Selasari Village area, Parigi Sub-District, Pangandaran District has a lot of
tourism potential to be developed, one of which is the cave and river tourism. For that, they
feel that they must act to do something meaningful, both for themselves, others, and their
natural environment as an implementation of their feelings of responsibility and care for
others. The high enthusiasm for tourism and cultural activists in the cultural performance
“hajat leuweung” and the arrangement of tourism objects are their initiatives, not government
orders. The emergence of ideas to develop and promote tourism objects through these
performances is the result of their creative thinking processes which are then done together.



The high enthusiasm shown by tourism and cultural activists symbolized by torches and
bonfires is the basis for them to show their role as a group of individuals who care about the
development of local wisdom and environment-based tourism in Pangandaran District.

The actions taken by tourism and cultural activists in relation to the cultural performance
“hajat leuweung” to preserve the surrounding environment, among others, to clean up the
environment from organic and non-organic waste carried by visitors, planting pumice plants to
maintain water availability, echo the problem of river pollution through the mass media and
create the web, facebook, and Instagram on social media, and so on.

Dissemination of
Environmental
Information

Managing The Environmental
Environment Education

Fig. 3. The Actions Taken by Environmental Activists in Relation to Hajat Leuweung

The actions taken by tourism and cultural activists are based on the subjective meaning
of the cultural performance “hajat leuweung” and the arrangement of the tourism objects.
These actions are carried out not solely for the sake of self and group, but actions for the
mutual benefit of local communities, and the government, even tourists. These shared interests
can be accommodated if they have a genuine interest in environmental protection and natural-
based experiences, which are based on respect for the community and local values [5].
Respect for local communities and local values including preserving natural heritage and local
culture can be used as a basis for shaping sustainable environmental development [6], so that
action is the social act that has meaning. Actions were taken by arranging the tourist
environment aim to the magnificence and give comfort to all those who visit the place. The
arrangement of the environment in the tourism objects carried out by tourism activists is by
building the coherence of its infrastructure, such as the arrangement of parking lots, food /
beverage stalls, souvenir shops, parks and farms, walking paths, bathrooms and washing,
security facilities, and etc., to open a comfortable view space for tourists visiting the tourist
attraction, and also to meet the carrying capacity of tourists in the form of ecological
footprints of tourists. Tourism and cultural activists try to be as objective as possible in
creating the physical beauty of the cultural scene “hajat leuweung” and its attractions. This
means that the value of its beauty comes from habits that have been carried out by its
ancestors, both in terms of culture and aspects of the way of managing the environment and
the raw materials taken from natural resources in the location.

The purpose of structuring tourism objects carried out by tourism and cultural enthusiasts
is to develop a better social life, in the form of better social relations between citizens to build
cooperation in developing tourism in these locations. In addition, the arrangement of tourism



objects is intended to ensure the improvement of the economy of the local community,
because they are given the opportunity to conduct economic activities in these locations, such
as opening food-beverage stalls, selling souvenirs, being a guide, and so on. Taking into
account the beauty, the comfort of spatial planning and the level of welfare will ultimately
improve the quality of social relations [9]. Furthermore, the purpose of structuring the tourism
object, in the end, is to ensure environmental sustainability.

The cultural performance “hajat leuweung”, and the arrangement of the environment of
the tourist objects have the value of environmental education that must be known by the
public, and students, whose schools are located around tourist attractions. In this activity, the
ancestral tradition was introduced (ancestors) including such as building, maintaining, and
preserving culture and environment that was full of symbols, such as clothes, cone, torches,
and so on. Then in the tourist location introduced methods of waste management, types of
plants that can hold water, and so on, the purpose of which is to increase knowledge, and
public awareness about a sustainable environment. Other actions taken by tourism and cultural
activists in the “hajat leuweung” cultural performance and arrangement of the tourist
environment are to disseminate information on tourism development based on local wisdom
and the environment. The media used in the dissemination of information are mass media
(radio), and social media The media is a communication tool used to transfer information
related to environmental management in order to facilitate the implementation of
environmental management tasks. The use of radio as a medium for information dissemination
is because one of the tourism and cultural activists is a private radio manager. The content
presented includes issues related to river pollution from industrial, household, restaurant, etc.,
which can threaten environmental damage at tourist sites.

Radio is a medium that is quite economical, easy to operate, and carried anywhere so that
it can become a “loyal friend” for its owner, this media is actually quite effective to use
because it can provide access to information about the environment for the community. The
use of radio as a medium for environmental information allows broadcasters and listeners to
become more familiar so that they can dialogue about environmental issues that threaten
tourism objects in Pangandaran.

Other media that are used by tourism and cultural activists are social media. The use of
social media by tourism and cultural activists in the “hajat leuweung” cultural activity and the
arrangement of tourism objects is more to share information, and medium to interact. Social
media in the form of smartphones by them is used as a learning media for the environment to
support the development of tourism in Pangandaran because it is considered easy and quickly
accessed. Smartphone as an interactive medium in studying the environment, helping them to
obtain information about the efforts of the ancestors to manage the environment, and
redistribute the information to their colleagues.

This media are owned by all people involved in cultural events “hajat leuweung” and
structuring the tourist environment. In general, smartphone applications are often used by
WhatsApp and Facebook. Both of these applications are very helpful for them to receive and
deliver information about the environment that is useful for developing tourism based on local
wisdom and the environment online. Especially for WhatsApp applications, this media, in
addition to exchanging information is also used by tourism activists as a medium for
interacting, thinking about current environmental issues. Other applications that are often used
by tourism and cultural activists are Facebook. This application is used by them as a
discussion forum to develop and promote the local wisdom-based tourism and the
environment in Pangandaran. Facebook has a wider scope of public space, so that feedback
can come from anyone, and from anywhere, and can form a social network, which of course



will further increase the horizons of people involved in discussions about tourism and
environmental conservation around the tourist attraction.

Certainly when using the media to disseminate information must pay attention to the
message that will be received and delivered. The content of the message will be interpreted
which can affect the attitude of the communication participant [8].

The cultural performance “hajat leuweung”, and the arrangement of the tourism objects
carried out by tourism and cultural activists is a form of concern for the program of the
Pangandaran District government in the field of tourism. They try to develop and promote new
tourism objects, especially in Selasari Village, Parigi Sub-District, in the form of cave and
river tours. For that communication involving stakeholders plays a key role in the delivery of
information to build an understanding of the development of tourism based on local wisdom
and the environment [9]. Of course in this activity, tourism and cultural activists do not forget
the aspect of environmental preservation that they get from the process of learning from their
ancestors regarding the traditions and learning outcomes through interaction with experts
directly and through the media so that he can improve his knowledge in tourism, culture, and
environment. The ability of tourism and cultural activists in reading, listening, interpreting,
and doing something to the environment means that they have conducted literacy with the
environment [11]. This environmental literacy is the foundation for tourism and cultural
activists to improve the quality of the environment of the attractions they manage.

3 Conclusions

Based on the discussion about the role of tourism and cultural activists in the cultural
performance “Hajat leuweung”, and the arrangement of the environment the tourism object
can be summarized as follows: Tourism and cultural activists hold a cultural performance
“Hajat leuweung”, and the arrangement of the surrounding environment is driven by their
desire to continue the tradition of the ancestors, develop aspects of environmental aesthetics
by arranging it according to the concept of order to be beautiful, and apply environmental
ethics as a form of moral responsibility towards nature, by preserving and preserving nature.
Tourism and cultural activists interpret the cultural performance of “Hajat leuweung”, and the
arrangement of the surrounding environment as a form of mutual cooperation based on mutual
trust to collaborate so that it becomes social solidarity that should be grateful for caring for
and managing nature well, and based on high enthusiasm due to their creative thinking
process. Tourism and cultural activists in the cultural performance “Hajat leuweung”, and the
arrangement of the surrounding environment of the tourism object act as an environmental
stylist aimed at beauty and provide a sense of comfort for all those who visit the place.
Providing environmental education to the community to increase their knowledge and
awareness as well as disseminating environmental information using radio and smartphones.
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