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Abstract: This study aims to explain Undiksha students’ level of understanding about the 

Civic Education essence in carrying out the socio-pedagogical, socio-academic, and 

socio-cultural missions in to form smart and good citizenships. This study used a survey 

method by providing a multiple choice (objective test) as the data instrument. The data 

obtained were analyzed descriptive quantitatively. The results of this study the level of 

students' understanding about the essence of Civic Education in carrying out the socio-

pedagogical, socio-academic, and socio-cultural mission to form smart and good 

Citizenship is at a value of 64.98, which is classified in the medium range, not in the 

maximal range yet. The efforts that can be made in order to improve students' 

understanding about the essence of Civic Education are the implementation of the Civic 

Education’ missions, and empowering students through pedagogical, teaching and 

learning processes, academic processes, research, study, and public service so that they 

have civic skills. 
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1   Introduction 

Almost all circles agree and it has become a common knowledge, especially among Civic 

Education academics that the purpose of Civic Education (PKn in Indonesia) is to formed 

good and intelligent citizens, or smart and good citizenship. The general goal of Civic 

Education is to educating citizens to be good citizens, which can be described as patriotic, 

tolerant, loyal to the nation and state, religious, democratic, and truly uphold the values of 

Pancasila [1]. 

Based on the description about the essence and the vision of Civic Education above; 

Civic Education have a socio-pedagogical, socio-academic, and socio-cultural mission as 

follows. Socio-pedagogical mission is obliged to empowering students through education, 

teaching and training processes so they may have seven civic skills, such as civic knowledge, 

civic disposition, civic skills, civic confidence, civic commitment, civic competence, and 

integrated civic culture which integrated in the ability to think, behave and act as Indonesian 

citizens who have good character and democratic [2]. The social-academic mission, Civic 
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Education must be useable for the students to develop a better civic and democratic life 

academically through various activities of thinking and reflective inquiry on various civic 

education problems in community, nation and state. In this case civics should be able to be a 

mean of social reconstruction, or be a social engineering for educators and students in 

applying the principles of thinking, and scientific research that creates and develops 

democratic citizenship life with a better character according to the stages of social, emotional, 

and moral development of the students. Based on the socio-cultural mission, then civics must 

be useful for educators and students so then both are willing to give dedication for the 

community, nation and country [3]. Then Civic Education must be able to become a vehicle 

for citizens’ political participation for educators and students in the common interests as 

citizens in democratic life towards the national goals of Indonesia which always leads to a 

better life in society, nation and state of Indonesia according to Pancasila, and the 1945 

Constitution [4]. 

If the essence and vision of Civic Education above can be a real guidance and able in 

realizing Civic Education missions and tasks, then it is not difficult to be able to realizing the 

ideals and the goals of Civic Education as a vehicle for civic education, as a vehicle for 

democratic education, and as an Indonesia’s national character education. In this case the aim 

of Civic Education is to build and empowering good and smart citizenship in the sense of: 

intelligent, faithful and pious, moral and virtuous, democratic, responsible, has a strong 

commitment, and being participative in the development of citizenship, state and country. In 

the term of education, civics is a vehicle for education in the framework of nation and 

character building that enables all citizen to have complete and powerful civic skills and 

competencies; to become good and smart citizens which also include: civic knowledge, civic 

disposition, civic skills, civic confidence, civic commitment, civic competence; which as a 

whole can be used to create a civic culture with a good moral and dignified (humanist, 

holistic, and religious) [5]. 

The problem is whether of the Civic Education practice in university, especially at the 

Ganesha Education University has carried out the Civic Education mission as above [6]. The 

results of the preliminary study did show that most of the Civic Education lecturers or 

educators at this institution were indeed lecturers in the Law and Civic Education 

Department, except for 4 people who came from the Primary Teacher Education Department. 

It is believed that all Civic Education lecturers have a minimum provision of training and 

competence in carrying out and realizing the essence, the vision and missions (socio-

pedagogical, socio-academic, and socio-cultural) to form smart and good citizenship. 

However, it is known that the higher education backgrounds of lecturers, the value 

orientation, and their commitment vary considerably. Beside of that, there is no evaluation 

study effort on how effective the influence of the background and competence of the Civic 

Education course lecturers on the implementation of the essence, the vision and mission of 

Civic Education in terms of socio-pedagogical, socio-academic, and socio-cultural to form 

smart and good citizenship until now. So in this case, we believed that this research is very 

important to do in order to know the level of understanding of Undiksha students about the 

essence of Civic Education in implantation the socio-pedagogical, socio-academic, and socio-

cultural mission to form good and smart citizenship.  



 

 

 

 

2   Methods 

This research uses a survey method, the focus of this research is the level of student’s 

understanding about the nature of Civic Education in carrying out the socio-pedagogical, 

socio-academic and socio-cultural missions in order to form good and smart Indonesian 

citizens. Whole research was conducted at Undiksha, especially in the departments that offer 

civics courses in the even semester of the 2019/2020 academic year.  

The main data collection technique that used in this study is by providing multiple choice 

objective tests to determine student understanding about the nature of citizenship education in 

carrying out the socio-pedagogical, socio-academic, and socio-cultural missions in order to 

form good and smart citizenship. The data collection in this research is mostly descriptive 

quantitative which supported by the descriptions of qualitative data from observations and 

interviews. The data processing procedure is carried out in the following steps: (1) giving an 

objective test, (2) scoring (3) descriptive statistical analysis, and (4) describing the data [7]. 

 

3 Results and Discussion 

Based on the given test to Undiksha students about the nature of citizenship education in 

carrying out the socio-pedagogical, socio-academic, and socio-cultural missions to form good 

and smart citizens showed that the average score of is 64, 98. That score indicates that the 

level of student understanding about the nature of citizenship education in carrying out the 

socio-pedagogical, socio-academic, and socio-cultural missions to form good and smart 

citizens is not yet maximal. 

The average score indicates that the level of students understanding about Civic 

Education is not maximal in carrying out the socio-pedagogical, socio-academic, and socio-

cultural missions to form good and smart citizens. It can be proven based on the score 

obtained, it was 64.98. In general, the level of students understanding is described as follows; 

there are 14.19% of students who categorized in red zone level of understanding, that 

classified a very bad category, with scores from 10 to 49; there are 19.35% of students who 

categorized in orange zone level of understanding, that classified as a bad category, with 

scores from 50 to 59; there are 27.1% of students who categorized in yellow zone level of 

understanding, that classified as a normal category, with scores from 60 to 69; there are 

23.23% of students who categorized in green zone level of understanding, that classified as a 

good category, with scores from 70 to 79; and there rest 16,13% of students who categorized 

in blue zone with a very good score. 

Table 1. Distribution Frequency of Student Understanding about the Essence of  

Civic Education 

No Categories Interval Frequency Relative 

Frequency % 

Cumulative 

Frequency % 

Percentage 

1 Very Bad 30 39 7 4.52 4.52 4.52 
2 Very Bad 10 49 15 9.68 14.19 14.19 

3 Bad 50 59 30 19.35 33.55 19.35 

4 Normal 60 69 42 27.10 60.65 27.10 
5 Good 70 79 36 23.23 83.87 23.23 

6 Very good 80 89 16 10.32 94.19 10.32 

7 Very good 90 100 9 5.81 100 5.81 

  N = 155 100% 100% 100% 



 

 

 

 

The data above shows that the level of student understanding about the Civic Education 

is not maximal yet in carrying out the socio-pedagogical, socio-academic and socio-cultural 

missions to form good and smart citizens. From several observations, and analysis of some 

existing facts, this fact is caused by the following things. Procedurally, civics has an ideal 

essence, but this essence was not followed by the implementation of civics in accordance with 

the essence of Civic Education vision, mission, and goals.  

The efforts to develop Civic Education learning practices need to be done through a more 

holistic-humanist-religious and integrated thinking. Civic Education in the future is not 

sufficient only to develop rationality, and democratic citizens, as like what done in western 

countries. However, it also needs to develop a vision of faith, quality, and culture at the same 

time. Civic Education is not only a guide to realizing the socio-pedagogical mission, but also 

in an integrated manner to realizing the socio-academic, socio-cultural and socio-religious 

missions. The characteristics of civics learning in general is still colored by the controlled 

learning of capitalist society ideology that tends to be rational-empirical-materialistic, which 

shows that there has been a phenomenon of secularization that separates religious affairs from 

the state, or religious matters with science so that the spirit of education is based on socio-

cultural values (local genius), meanwhile the religious value in Civic Education is 

increasingly thin out [8]. 

Civic Education learning materials which provided for students, and also learned by 

students was only focus on studying the relationship between citizens and countries with a 

secular western pattern; it is very rarely discussing the holistic-humanist-religious values that 

come from local wisdom; people's spiritual culture in real daily life. Civic Education learning 

in general still uses a conventional approach. This is because the hidden assumption that 

Civic Education is a knowledge which can be completely transferred from the teacher's mind 

to the students' mind (one way method) so then the conventional learning model is still 

applied [9]. 

The level of students' understanding about socio-pedagogical mission of civics is not 

maximal. The understanding that being talked about was the understanding about socio-

pedagogical mission which related to content, subsidence, material, teaching materials and 

also concerns the processes of education, teaching and training to have seven civic skills. The 

seven civic skills include: civic knowledge, civic disposition, civic skills, civic confidence, 

civic commitment, civic competence, and civic culture which were integrated in the ability to 

think, behave, and act as democratic Indonesia citizens [10]. 

In accordance with the level of understanding about socio-academic mission, the students 

should be able to understand civics which functioned for educators and students academically 

to developed better civic life through various thinking activities, and reflective inquiry on 

various problems in daily life among society, nation, and states which can be simulated in 

academic activities. In this case civics supposed to be able to be the reconstruction or social 

engineering for educators and students in applying the principles of scientific thinking and 

research, especially in creating and developing a better democratic life in accordance with the 

stages of participant thinking, social, emotional and student’s moral development [11]. 

The next important topic is socio-cultural mission. Students have not been able to fully 

understand the essence of Civic Education. Civic Education must be able to be a function for 

educators, and students so then both of them can serve the society, nation and state. Civic 

Education must be able to become a vehicle for socio-political participation for educators, 



 

 

 

 

and students in the common interests of democratic life in order to achieve the national goals 

of the Indonesian state based on Pancasila and the 1945 Constitution. As a vehicle for socio-

political participation, Civic Education does not have to be non-governmental organizations, 

political institutions, and government superstructure institutions. In this case Civic Education 

has to be a vehicle for political education for citizen which allows every citizen to contribute 

actively, and being participative. However, Civic Education must also be able to influence, 

determine, and control the direction of public policies for common interests in the life of 

society, nation and state in the unitary state of Republic Indonesia based on Pancasila, and 

1945 Constitution[12]. 

The process of education, and teaching as a form of the implementation of its socio-

pedagogical mission can be carried out in order to master the integrated civic competence. 

Civic Education must have the aim of developing civic skills in the student subject as a 

whole, meaningful, and authentic both concerning personal, social, intellectual, academic, 

and vocational skills. The development of these skills are only possible if civics is able to 

fully achieve and integrating all individual competencies of students, including civic 

knowledge, civic disposition, civic skills, civic confidence, civic commitment, and civic 

competence that are needed in order to build a dignified civic culture, and good Indonesian 

moral [5]. 

The practice of learning the all of Civic Education objectives as above can be formulated 

as follows: 1) students are sensitive to various problems in their environment; 2) students are 

responsive to the various implications of the problems they identified; 3) students are able to 

solve one of the most crucial problems from the perspective of democratic citizen; 4) students 

are able to take collective decisions as recommendations regarding relevant public policies; 

and 5) students are able to communicate and socializing recommended policy proposals 

through the corridors and instruments of democracy in their environment [2].  

To achieve the objectives of Civic Education as a vehicle for achieving its mission in its 

socio-pedagogical framework then Civic Education learning must be based and oriented 

towards developing the practice of the life of relations between the country and its citizens. 

Civics education in Indonesia needs to be facilitated in order to develop from the knowing 

paradigm that focuses on the mastery of knowledge, to the doing and building paradigm that 

focuses on practice in order to prepare citizens who are committed to the application and 

development of the Indonesian nation. The use of the Contextual Teaching Learning model 

needs and must be implemented in daily life. The approach can be done by a functional 

approach, and problem-based learning approach. The instructional strategy used in this model 

and approach basically departs from the essence of inquiry learning strategy, discovery 

learning, problem solving learning, research-oriented learning, and cooperative learning 

which been packaged in a Civic Education learning project model [3]. 

Then, Civic Education as a vehicle for education and teaching in its socio-pedagogical 

mission will also be effective if the implementation of the assessment process and student 

learning outcomes is more authentic. It is also necessary to use alternative assessment models 

that better reflect the application of democratic principles and principles. Therefore, the 

assessment of the process and learning outcomes of students must be intact, comprehensive, 

authentic, meaningful, honest, transparent, objective, integrated, educating, empowering, and 

not judgmental. The use of assessment strategies such as interviews, observations, essay 



 

 

 

 

writing tests, performance tests, self-assessments, and well-designed portfolios are the main 

requirements for the achievement of Civic Education learning objectives in realizing its 

socio-pedagogical mission [9].  

On its socio-academic mission, civics must be useful for educators and students. Thus 

both can develop a better relationship life between the state and citizens academically through 

various activities of thinking and reflective inquiry on various political, ideological, legal, 

state administration and general social issues in the social life of society, nation and state. 

Civics in this case must be a mean of social reconstruction or a mean of social engineering for 

educators, and students in applying the principles of scientific thinking and research, 

especially in creating and developing a better national and state life in accordance with the 

stages of thinking, social, emotional development, and student’s moral [12].  

In its socio-cultural mission, civics must be useable for educators, and students so then 

both of them can serve the community, the nation and the state. Moreover civics must be able 

to become a vehicle for socio-political participation for educators, and students for the 

common interests of social, national and state life towards the national goals of Indonesia, 

which is to achieve a better life based on Pancasila and the 1945 Constitution. As a vehicle 

for socio-political participation, civics does not must become non-governmental 

organizations, political institutions, and government superstructure institutions. The next 

concern is civics needs to be the vehicle for political education which allows every citizen to 

actively give a participative contribution. But the more important thing is civics must 

particularly influencing, determining, and controlling the direction of public policies for 

common interests in the life of society, nation and state in the unitary state of Republic 

Indonesia based on Pancasila, and the 1945 Constitution[5].  

 

4 Conclusions 

The level of students' understanding about the nature of civics in carrying out the socio-

pedagogical, socio-academic, and socio-cultural mission to form a good and smart citizen is 

at a value of 64.98 which classified as normal category, or not maximal yet. In general, the 

level of students’ understanding is described as follows; as many as 14.19% of students 

whose level of understanding was in the very low category with valuesranging from 10 to 49; 

then 19.35% of students have a level of understanding in the low category with a score from 

50 to 59. In the normal category there are 27.1% of students with an interval of score from 60 

to 69. Furthermore, at the interval of scoresfrom 80 to 89 there are 23.23% of students which 

are classified in the high category, and the rest 16.13% of students have an understanding 

level that classified in the very high category of scores. The efforts to improve students' 

understanding about the nature of Civic Education in carrying out the socio-pedagogical, 

socio-academic and socio-cultural missions to form good and smart citizens can be taken 

from the implementation of Civic Education mission.  
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