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Abstract. Mobile network operators demand small base station anten-
nas and high physical layer throughputs. In the downlink, high physi-
cal layer throughputs can be achieved by exploiting transmit diversity.
Given that the correlation between different propagation paths reduces
the achievable throughput, it is commonly conjectured that the greater
the transmit antenna spacing, the better the radio link performance.
The open question is, how much does the throughput of a communica-
tion system actually change over antenna spacing?

We answer this question by closed-loop throughput measurements
at 2.5 GHz for standard compliant 2×2 HSDPA in a realistic, urban,
outdoor scenario. The results are presented in terms of physical layer
throughput over TX antenna spacing and TX power. We arrive at the
somehow surprising conclusion that, for typical TX power values and
typical antenna spacings, the throughput remains approximately inde-
pendent with respect to the antenna spacing.

Keywords: Antenna diversity, Antenna spacing, Measurement, MIMO
systems, Radio communications, HSDPA.

1 Introduction

The High-Speed Downlink Packet Access (HSDPA) mode [1] was introduced in
Release 5 of the Universal Mobile Telecommunications System (UMTS) to pro-
vide high data rates to mobile users. This is achieved by employing techniques
like fast link adaptation, fast Hybrid Automatic Repeat reQuest (HARQ), and
fast scheduling. Multiple Input Multiple Output (MIMO) HSDPA was standard-
ized in Release 7 of UMTS and is capable of increasing the maximum downlink
data rate by spatially multiplexing two independently coded and modulated data
streams. Additionally, channel-adaptive spatial precoding is implemented at the
base station. The standard defines a set of precoding vectors and one of them is
chosen based on a precoding control indicator feedback obtained from the user
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equipment. Two different MIMO HSDPA modes are defined: the Transmit An-
tenna Array (TxAA) that utilizes two antennas to transmit a single stream, and
the Double Transmit Antenna Array (D-TxAA) in which one or two streams
(whichever leads to a higher throughput) are transmitted using two antennas.
For comparison purposes, we defined additionally a two stream mode in which
always two streams are transmitted.

A few experimental evaluations of HSDPA have been reported in the lit-
erature. For example, in [2] the throughput performance of a SISO HSDPA
system is simulated based on so-called drive test measurements. Throughput
measurement results of a SISO HSDPA system are presented in [3]. Finally, a
non standard compliant MIMO HSDPA system was measured in [4]. However,
apart from results published by the authors [5–7], we are not aware of publica-
tions showing the actual closed-loop throughput of a standard compliant MIMO
HSDPA link.

The effects of antenna spacing at the transmitter and the receiver sides have
been studied for a long time. First measurement campaigns carried out in out-
door scenarios date from the seventies (e.g. [8]). In these measurements, the cor-
relation coefficient of the incoming signals with respect to antenna spacing was
investigated. More recent measurements investigated this effect in indoor-only
scenarios (e.g. [9]), in outdoor-to-indoor scenarios (e.g. [10]), and in outdoor-only
scenarios (e.g. [11]).

The impact of antenna spacing on channel capacity has been measured
intensively in a variety of scenarios and conditions, including indoor scenarios
[12, 13], outdoor scenarios [12, 14, 15], reverberation chambers [16], and using
virtual antenna arrays [17]. These measurement results were complemented with
theoretical analyses (see [18–21] and references therein).

The bit error ratio (BER) has also been used as a metric for the evaluation
of the performance of wireless systems with respect to the antenna spacing. In
the literature, theoretic studies have been reported [22, 23]. Additionally, the
influence of the antenna spacing on the BER has been evaluated in indoor [24, 25]
and outdoor [26, 27] scenarios.

Recently, the influence of antenna spacing on the throughput of an OFDM
transmission was studied in [28] by using sounded channel coefficients in a sim-
ulation. Similarly, [29] investigates the throughput difference between equally
and cross polarized TX antennas. Remarkably, apart from [26, 28], all above
cited references do not employ base station antennas similar to those currently
in use in mobile cellular networks. Furthermore, except [28], none of the refer-
ences found relates TX antenna spacing to the physical layer throughput of a
standard compliant MIMO mobile communication system such as 2×2 MIMO
HSDPA in our case.

2 Experimental Set-Up

The goal of the experimental set-up described below is to examine the impact of
base station antenna spacing and polarization on the physical layer throughput
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Fig. 1. Scenario overview [30]

of a standard compliant 2×2 MIMO HSDPA downlink transmission [1] under
the following premises:

An Urban Outdoor Environment. We consider a realistic, non-line-of-sight
scenario in the inner city of Vienna, Austria (see Figure 1). The TX antennas
are placed on the roof of a tall building right adjacent to existing base station
antennas of mobile phone operators (see Figure 2), making the measurement
results obtained very realistic and representative for a mobile communication
system. The RX antennas are placed in a small office (see Figure 3) at a distance
of approximately 190m (see Figure 1). The estimated root mean square delay
spread for this rich scattering non-line-of-sight scenario is 0.5�s (=1.9 HSDPA
chip durations).

Closed-Loop Testbed Measurements. We employ closed-loop quasi-realtime
testbed measurements as the hardware and experience required is readily avail-
able [5–7, 24, 31–33]. In our measurement approach, all possible transmitted
data is generated off-line in Matlab, but only the required data is then trans-
mitted over a wireless channel which is altered by moving the receive antennas.
The feedback calculation —mandatory for closed-loop HSDPA— is instantly
calculated in Matlab in approximately 40ms (less than the channel coherence
time). The received data itself is not evaluated in real-time but off-line using
a cluster of PCs. Results for the scenario measured are automatically obtained
using the same program that has already controlled the complete measurement
procedure and documentation.

Flat Panel Antennas at the Base Station. At the base station, we employ
two KATHREIN 80010629 [34] 2X-pol panel antennas with a half-power beam
width of 80◦/7.5◦ and a total down tilt of 16◦ (= 10◦ mechanical + 6◦ electrical,
see Figure 2). Each 2X-pol antenna consists of two cross-polarized antennas
spaced by 0.6 λ (λ=12 cm at 2.5GHz). Only two of the eight possible antenna
elements are excited at the same time to obtain a two-element base station
antenna with a variable element spacing from 0.6 λ to 7.7λ for equal polarization,
and 0 λ for cross polarization. Using two ordinary X-pol antennas instead of two
2X-pol antennas would have only allowed us to measure down to an element
spacing of 1.3λ, rather than 0.6λ.
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Fig. 2. A base station antenna consisting of a moveable 2X-pol antenna (left-hand)
and a fixed 2X-pol antenna (right-hand). In total, only two antenna elements are
excited at the same time.
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Fig. 3. The receiver employing two (1,2) moveable (x,y) and rotatable (Φ) printed
monopole antennas. The other two printed monopole antennas shown are not used.

Two Printed Monopole Antennas at the Mobile Phone. At the receiver
site, we utilize two realistic printed monopole antennas [35] that can be in-
tegrated into a mobile handset or a laptop computer. We employ differently
polarized antennas to obtain robust and close to reality measurement results.
As shown in Figure 3, we measure different receive antenna positions (x,y) in an
area of 3 λ×3λ to average over small scale fading and to avoid large scale fading
effects. Because the antennas point into different directions, they experience a
different average path loss. To average out this effect, we rotate the antennas
(Φ) during the measurement.

A Standard-Compliant 2×2 MIMO HSDPA Transmission. We transmit
standard compliant HSDPA data frames [1], including the pilot structure
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Fig. 4. Ensuring a fair comparison between 2×2 HSDPA with X-polarization, 2×2
HSDPA with //-polarization, and 1×2 HSDPA

[31, Chapter 3]. Three different HSDPA modes, either with equally (//) and cross-
polarized (X) transmit antennas have been considered. In addition, a 1×2 SIMO
mode has been also considered as a reference. In total, seven modes were
measured:

• One stream mode = TxAA (1// and 1X). This is the so-called closed-
loop Transmit Antenna Array (TxAA) mode with transmit diversity that
uses strongly quantized precoding at the transmitter to increase the signal
to interference and noise ratio (SINR) at the user equipment [31, pp. 48].

• One-or-two stream mode = D-TxAA (1or2// and 1or2X). This is the
so-called Double TxAA mode (D-TxAA) that is downward compatible with
TxAA. This mode equals TxAA when the SINR at the user equipment is low.
At larger SINRs, D-TxAA switches to dual stream mode and transmits two
independently coded HSDPA data streams. Thus, in TxAA, a single stream
is always transmitted and in D-TxAA, either single-stream or double-stream
is chosen [31, pp. 48] depending on which one leads to a higher physical layer
throughput [36].

• Two stream mode (2// and 2X). For analysis purposes, we also imple-
mented a two stream mode —non existent in the standard— that behaves
like D-TxAA, but forces the transmitter to always use two streams, regard-
less of the SINR estimated at the receiver.

• SIMO HSPDA (1×2 SIMO). We measure 1×2 SIMO HSPDA as a ref-
erence and concomitant observations to enhance the precision of the 2×2
results measured over antenna spacing.

See [7] for a description of the procedure we use to measure in quasi real-time
the closed-loop throughput of HSDPA by transmitting four frames: a “previ-
ous frame”, a “data frame”, and two possibly required retransmissions. More
details about the algorithms used in the implementation can be found in [5].
Particularly, the channel estimation algorithm is described in detail in [37].

3 Inferring the Mean Scenario Throughput

When comparing the throughput of a “//-polarized transmission between 1.4λ

and 7.7λ” to an “X-polarized transmission at 0λ” as shown in Figure 2, the
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main problem is that these transmissions use different antenna elements, thus
experiencing a greatly different (up to 4 dB) average path loss. This problem can
be overcome by averaging the throughput measured at different antenna elements
as shown in Figure 4. In other words, to measure, for example, the throughput
of the 2×2-TxAA-// mode, we average two measurements, one exciting both
/-elements, the other one exciting both \-elements. A similar procedure is used
to measure at 0.6 λ.

We use well known statistical techniques explained in e.g. [38–40] to infer the
mean throughput performance of the urban scenario as described below (the
technical terms are given in italics in brackets):

1) We measure the seven HSDPA modes to be compared (grouping, compar-
ison) in random order (randomization) immediately after each other over
the same channels (blocking) equally often (balancing).

2) We measure all above at 11 different transmit power levels (the abscissas in
Figure 5.a, Figure 7.a, and Figure 8.a (one-factor-at-a-time experiment).

3) We measure all above at 12 different transmit antenna spacings (see Figure 2)
when //-polarized TX antennas are used (see Figure 5.b, Figure 6, and
Figure 8.b) (11×12 full factorial design). When X-polarization is employed,
the antenna spacing is 0 λ, therefore the results are plot as dots on the or-
dinate (see Figure 7.b, and Figure 8.b).

4) We measure all above at 324 different receive antenna positions (see Figure 3)
(systematic sampling).

5) We evaluate all measured throughputs off-line and average them (best esti-
mator for the mean having no other knowledge, plug-in principle) over the
RX antenna positions to obtain the mean scenario throughput (the ordinates
in Figure 5, Figure 6, Figure 7, and Figure 8).

6) We use the correlation between the 2×2 throughput values and the 1×2
throughput values (concomitant observations) to enhance the precision of
the 2×2 results measured over antenna spacing1.

7) Finally, we calculate the 99% confidence intervals for the mean (the vertical
lines in Figure 5, Figure 6, Figure 7, and Figure 8) to gauge the precision of
the results shown (BCa bootstrap algorithm).

4 Results Obtained

The results obtained are shown in the nine graphs plotted in Figure 5, Figure 6,
Figure 7, and Figure 8.

Figure 5.a shows the mean scenario throughput over transmit power for the
three HSDPA modes measured with //-polarized transmit antennas. We ob-
serve that transmitting one stream (1//) works as well as transmitting one or
1 Looking at the 12 transmit antenna spacings measured, the 2×2 and 1×2 HSDPA

throughputs are correlated (correlation coefficient 99%-confidence-interval=[0.87,
0.98], linear regression coefficient 99%-confidence-interval=[0.79, 1.24]) whilst the
1×2 throughputs should not change over antenna spacing but do change over an-
tenna position.
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Fig. 5. Throughput of 2×2 HSDPA with 1 stream (=TxAA), 2 streams, and 1or2
streams (=D-TxAA) for equally (//) polarized transmit antennas

two streams (1or2//). Only at transmit power levels exceeding 27.6 dBm does
transmitting one or two streams (1or2//) become advantageous because the 1//
stream mode saturates at its theoretical maximum of 12.8Mbit/s. Figure 5.a
also shows how the transmission of two streams (2//) contributes to the high
throughput achieved at high SINR values.

For antenna spacings greater than 5λ, it can be seen in Figure 5.b that the
1or2// stream mode works slightly better than the 1// stream mode. This is
because we have observed that the 2// stream mode works better than the 1//
stream mode at some RX antenna positions.

Remarkably, the performance of the 2// stream mode is highly dependent on
the TX antenna element spacing (see Figure 6.b). While the poor performance
of the 2// stream mode at low antenna spacings is compensated by the excel-
lent performance of the 1// stream mode (see Figure 6.a), the 2// stream mode
outperforms the 1// stream mode at high transmit power values. The perfor-
mance of the 1or2// stream mode is plotted in Figure 6.c, showing that the best
performance is obtained when both 1// and 2// stream modes are combined.

Figure 7.a presents, over TX power, the three HSDPA modes measured with
X-polarized elements at the transmitter. In contrast to //-polarization, the
1or2X mode is already better than the 1X mode at transmit power levels ex-
ceeding 13dBm. As for X-polarization the active elements are always spaced by
0λ, only dots on the ordinate are plot in Figure 7.b.

Because the results for equal and cross polarization are obtained by measuring
at the same antenna elements (see Figure 4) we are able to directly compare the
results shown in Figure 5 and Figure 7 in Figure 8.
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Fig. 6. Throughput of 2×2 HSDPA with 1 stream (=TxAA), 2 streams, and 1or2
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5 Conclusions

In this paper, the influence of TX antenna spacing and polarization on the
closed-loop throughput of 2×2 MIMO HSDPA is investigated by testbed mea-
surements. The measurement campaign was carried out in a realistic, urban,
outdoor scenario in the inner city of Vienna with cross-polarized antennas at
the receiver.

The results show that the 1or2X mode (D-TxAA with cross polarization)
provides the highest physical layer throughput. On the contrary, polarization is
not so important when only one spatial stream is allowed. Indeed, as shown in
Figure 8, the performance of the 1// mode (TxAA with equal polarization) and
the 1X mode (TxAA with cross polarization) is almost the same.

It is commonly conjectured that the throughput increases with the TX an-
tenna spacing since separating the TX antennas provides higher spatial diversity
due to lower correlation. However, the measurement results presented in this pa-
per show that the throughput hardly depends on the antenna separation (see
Figure 6.a, and Figure 6.c). Moreover, in some situations the throughput may
even decrease with respect to antenna separation (see Figure 6.a). Only when the
transmit power is relatively high (more than 27.6 dBm) and/or the 2// stream
mode is used, the throughput clearly increases with respect to the antenna spac-
ing (see Figure 6.b and Figure 6.c). However, for typical TX power values and
typical antenna spacings, the throughput remains approximately independent of
the antenna spacing.

Finally, it is very important to emphasize the influence of the antenna polar-
ization on the physical layer throughput. The 2X and the 1or2X stream modes
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always outperform the 1or2// stream mode. Thus, more spatial diversity is ob-
tained from using different polarizations rather than from using larger antenna
spacings.
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